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To His Grace 

WILLIAM, 

D v k e of Devon/hire, 

Marquis of Hartington , Earl of* 
Devonjhire, Baron Cavendijh of 
Hardwicky Lord Lieutenant and 
Cujlos Rotulorum of the County 
of Derby, one of His Majefty's 
fnoft Honourable Privy-Council, 
Lord High Steward of His. Mar 
jefty's Houfhold, and Knight of 
the moft Noble Order of the 
Garter, isfc. 

May it pleaje your Grace, 

INCE I have had the 
Honour of your Grace's 
moft liberal Subfcription 
to my following Defign, 
and Jikewife the Encou- 
ragement of your Grace's Patro- 
nage, I beg Leave to make my moft 
grateful Acknowledgments for the 
. A 2 fame^ 




DEDICATION. 

fame; not doubting but your Grace's, 
great Condefeenfion and kind Ac- 
ceptance of a Performance intended 
for the general and fpiritual Good of 
Mankind, in the Behalf of Religion 
and Virtue, will have the greater 
Force and Influence upon the Minds 
of the Readers, and incline them to 
a due Attention. For as the World 
cannot 'be ignorant of thofe illuftri- 
ous Virtues which flow from your 
Grace, and are derived to you from 
your mofi renowned Ancefiors ; fo I 
cannot but perfuade my felf, that 
your Grace's Approbation of this 
well-meant Endeavour will render it 
more ferviceable to the World, and 
make it better anfwer the End pro- 
pos'd by, 

Tour Grace'* 
Mofi Oblige^ and 
Moji Devoted) 
Humble Servant t 

Benjamin Parker. 
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PRE F AC E. 




H E following Difcourfes are 
i de/igrid to reMify the prevailing 
Errors, in Faith and Practice, 
Jo vifble amongjl us, and Jo dis- 
graceful- to our Holy Religion. 
How far I Jhall fucceed in this Attempt \ 
which lam Jure, is well dejigrid, I mujl leave . 
to the Grace of God a&ing upon the good Dip 
fojition* of the Headers. If any Jhall charge 
me with erroneous Principles in any of the 
Hypo.thefes i" have maintained, whether Di- 
vine or Philofophical, I defire they will be fo 
jujl as to produce their Reafons for doing Jo -, 
and I Jhall. either Jubmit to them, if con- 
vincing, or elfe produce fome better Reafons, if 
I can, to jupport my own Principles, thdn 
they have done to dejlroy them. 

I am entirely fatisfied (and hope I have pro- 
duced fufjicient Arguments to Jatisfy all rea- 
sonable Men) in the Principles I have mahi- 
A i tairid 
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tairid againjl the Do&rine of Gods determi^ 
ning the Haftnrfefs or Mifcry of his Creattin& 
in afuturt State before their Creation, uitb* 
out RefpeB To their A&ions ; and hope fojhew 
that my Philofophical Notions or Probabili- 
ties >are alfo grounded upon Reafon, and no 
ways clajhing with, but confonant to the Holy 
Scriptures, and tending to difcover to us the 
confummate Wifdom of the infinitely powerful 
Contriver of the Univerfe, and Great Au- 
thor of Nature. 

For how manifejl are the Footfteps of infi- 
nite Wifdom /zWForefight infixing of Laws 
tp all the glorious Heavenly Bodies, which 
they, of themjefaes, cannot tranfgrefs ; Jo that 
their various Phenomena are accountable^ 
and their Motions deducible to certain Calcu- 
lations > and thereby \the fever al Configurations 
of the Planets of our Syjlem, and the Eclipfei 
of the Luminaries are foretold. 

Which exaSl Order and Harmony has been 
ob/erv*d by all the inanimate Bodies of the 
TJniverfe; amongfi which there never was any 
Confufion or. Alteration of the Laws firjl af 

fgn y d them by their Creator, except when the 
rational Inhabitants thereof have given Caufe 
to the Creator of. them to put a Violence upon 
the Order of Nature. Thus upon the D x ifobe^ 
dience of our firft Parents^ as Mr. Whifton 

ffppo/es y the Earth received its diurnal Rota- 
tion: thus likewife at the Deluge, (that great 

Violence 
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Violence of the Order of Nature) he again 
Juppofes the Earth, by the Attraction of the 
Comet that drown d it> was drawn out of a 
circular into an elliptical Orbit: So at our 
Bkffed Saviour's Crucifixion, the glorious Lu- 
minaries were deprived for three Hours of 
their influencing this Globe with thofe Rays 
ef Light for which they were created. Now 
thefe and other Inflames, which might be gi- 
h)en, do really Jhew there is an Author ^Na- 
ture; fince we find that the fame Author can 
its eafily deftroy or alter the firft Order or ^ 
JLaws afflgrid it, as he could at firft eftablijh 
\t ; which is nevet done but upon fome Great 
Qccafion relating to the rational Part of the 
Creation. 

If we look into fecondary Caufes in the Or- 
der of Nature amongfl us upon this Globe, we 
(hall find things carried on in the fame Order 
and Harmony, and in general to anfwer our 
Ends, Aims, and Expe&ationS) (fo far as they 
fire kept within the Bounds of Reajbn) when 
they are not by fome Default of our own of 
others altered. And had not Nature been thus 
wifely eflablijhed % there could have been no- 
thing but Difcord and Confufion amongfl the 
Works of the Creation, which now have efla* 
blijh'd Laws % which are not violated^ as I 
havejaidj but upon fome extraordinary Occa- 
lions, ariflng from the rational Fart of the 
Creation : And yet we find that fome Mens 
Minds are Jo flrangely corrupted^ as to infer 
A 4 Jrom 
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from the wife Order of Nature, that all 
things came by Nature. Good God! How 

amazing this ! . That the Depravity of 

Man Jhould make it necejfary fometimes for the 
-Almighty Being tofuperfede the Order of that 
curious Nature he had at firji ejlablijh'd, to 
eftablijh the Belief of his own Exiftence, and 
to enforce his Precepts upon us by fome extra- 
ordinary Adts to reduce us to a State of Recti- 
tude : I fey, how amazing is it, (for it will 
bear repeating) that notwithftanding this there 
jhould Jtill be any that can deny the Author of 
Nature, and make Nature itfelf the Caufe of 
all things! For it mujl be a felf-evident Truth > 
that if there was not an Author of Nature % 
or a Being fuperior to it, then could there ne- 
ver have been perform d any fupernatural 
Anions : So that if the Order and Harmony 
of natural Caufes, wifely adapted to anfuoer 
their Ends, are not fufficient to convince every 
one of the Wifdom, 'Power, and Exijlence of 
the Creator of them, (thai they may have no 
Pretence to Unbelief) the fupernatural Perfor- 
mances that have been manifejledby a Divine 
Power, do certainly evidence that there is a 
Being above Nature, who can, when hepleafes, 
invert its Order; which, whenever that is 
done, is called miraculous. T!hus our Blejfed 
Saviour's Miracles when on Earth, and ihofe 
of his Dijciples, which they were empower' d 
to do in his Name, were occajiorid by the Un- 
belief of that prefent Generation, in order to 
ejlablifo - the Belief of their Divine Miflion 

and 
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tond Do&rines both to them and all fucceeding 
Generations. And as this mofi plainly difco- 
vers to us a Being fupernatural, Jo it no lejs 
difcovers that thofe Naturalifts, who would be- 
lieve no Being fuperior to Nature, are Fools ; 
from whence 'tis probable the Word Natu- 
ral, ufedfor a Fool, might have its Origi- 
nal : And well would it be for thefe Natu- 
rals if they were Fools in no higher a Senfe> 
than what now the common Acceptation of the 
Word imports ; for .thofe who never received 
the diftinguijhing Charafter, Reason, can 
never be calfd to account for abujing it. 

'I have in the following Difcourfes endea- 
voured to comprize my Subjects in as jhort & 
Manner as the Nature of them would bear r 
end have purpofely avoided entering into a Re- 
petition of the many contrary Notions and Ab- 
surdities that Men have fallen into ; humbly 
conceiving, that if I ejlabli/h my own Argu-* 
ments by producing jufficient Reafons to prove 
them Truths, then the contrary Notions mujl 
necejjarily appear to be Faljhoods, Faljhoods jb 
grofs and palpable, that 9 tis amazing to me 
how it ever enter' d into the Heart of Man to 
imagine them, much. more how they could gain 
fuch an Entertainment in the World as to be 
efpoufed by Jo many blind Followers : That 
DoBrine in particular, of Gods for e-ordain- 
ing of all things to come to pafs, in their 
Senfe, is moftfalfe andmonjirous; for it makes 
him the Author of net only Good but Evil, 

. that 
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that he may reward the one, and punijh the 
other, merely to gratify himfelf, and to exer± 
cife arbitrarily his Mercy and Juftice* But 
if this were Jo, ^ then there had been no Room 
for the Ex er cife of either j for then neither 
Good y fo forced^ could have been rewardable, 
nor Evil, Jo occajiorid, could have been punifh- 
able, vnthout making that holy, juft, and in* 
finitely wife and merciful Being an infupport- 
able Tyrant, What /ball we Jay then of thofe 
fifen who have not blujh'd openly to affirm^ 
that there ^oere Infants in Hell not a Span 
long? A pocking Exprejjion this f and highly 
refleBing upon Gods infinite Mercy. Wa$ 
not the Plaifter in Chrift as large as the Sore 
in Adam.? And Jhall any, for whom Chriji 
4ied, fuffer for original Sin, that were never 
guilty of actual ones ? Does not our Saviour, 
Jpeaking of Children, Jay , Qf fuch is the King- 
dom of Heaven ? And if his Merits may be 
convey' d to the chief eft of Sinners upon 'Repents 
ance, why Jhould we notfuppofe they will alja 
extend to thofe Infants who never offended by 
any aftual Tranfgrefftons^ A true Notion of 
Gods infinite Mercy will never Juffer us ta 
doubt of it : For whoever confiders thofe tfexts 
. of Scripture which Jpeak of Gods Vifitation 
of the Parents Sins upon the Children, may 
objerve them to reJpeSl no more than their Suf- 
ferings in this Ivor Id i for 'tis plain from 
Ezek. xviii. 20. that as to a future State, the 
Son Jhall not Juffer for the Father's Difbbedi^ 
ence, nor the Father for his Son's : The foul 

that 
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that firineth, it fhall die; the Ton fhall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither fhall 
thfe father beat the iniquity of the fon ; thief 
jighteoufilefs of the righteous fhall be upon 
him, afid the wickednefs of the wicked fhall 
te Upon him* 

RtMy be bbftrv y d that I have taken the Co-* 
pgfnicafi Syftefti for granted, without giving 
dny i&afbns fotjb dbing ; 'Which being prov'd 
Jkjfitiemly by others, Ijudg'd it needlejsfor me 
t& Repeat. Ij any be not fatisfied herein in re-* 
frneiling the Earth's Motion, and the Stabili- 
ty bf the Sun with the Scriptures, let them 
fetid Mr. Whifton'j Preface to' his Theory 
of the Earth, and Dr. Derham'j Aftro- 
Theology, which will give SatisfaSlion here-* 
in to titiy ingerihus and unprejudiced Reader \ 
this Syftein being to tnoft of the Learned, I 
bdiihte, proved to d Demonflration. 

jifid as to the Newtonick or New Syftem,- 
if the Fixed Stars being Jo many Suns, &c\ 
though it carries in it, I think, more than a 
Probability of Truth, yet I fear this Per/ita- „ 
fon has, thro' Abufe, been the Occafon offtum-* 
Ming to fotiie of our great eft Mathematicians, 
ivitb refpeSl to their Faith in the eternal Di-* 
tyitiily of the Son of God. Influenced by the 
4boveJaid Opinion offuch Multitudes of Suns 
and Planets, Mr. Whifton is, IJuppo/e, in- 
duced to believe that many of the Inhabitants 
pfjuch Planets being degenerated from their 

ori-, 
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original Creation, as well as we, would there- 
fore ft and in need of Redemption, and might 
have their particular Redemptions effeSled by 
created Beings: And if their Redemptions 
could be effected by the moft perfeB created Be^ 
ings, then, as they would infer, why not ours? 
This Notion, as I apprehend, feemd to be the 
Reajbn of Mr. WhiftonV falling away from 
that Faith he foflrenuoufly prof e fid to believe 
of the Blejfed Trinity in bis Theory of the. 
Earth, But that none have Reafon to make 
this a Rock of Offence in their Belief of the 
fundamental Article of our holy Religion, I 
• Jhall endeavour to evince to thofe that have 
fallen in with the Opinion of the aforefaid. 
New Syftem. 

Let us then imagine never Jo many Suns 
Und habitable Globes revolving about them, 
and that many of the rational Inhabitants of 
them may have fallen from their firfi pure 
Eft ate : , and not only fo, but be likewife capa- 
ble of Recovery from their Fall, and that 
God in Mercy would take fome Method to re- 
ftore fuch of them as would be obedient to a fe- 
cond Covenant, as he has done with refpeSl to 
us-, 'tis very reafonable to believe, that no 
created Being could do any more than perform 
its own Duty to its Creator, and therefore is 
incapable to make Satisfaction for the Offences 
of any other Beings : But this being allowed, 
as in reafon it ought to be, it may be ask'd, by 
"what means then could any of the rational In- 
habitants 
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habitants of other Globes receive Redemption? 
I anjwer, that it is very plain from the Scri- 
ptures, that our Bleffea Redeemer is co-equal> 
cor-effetotial, and eo-eternal with the Father j 
ana particularly in that he was the Creator. 
of all things, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made*: And is it not 
then highly reajbnable to believe that he, who 
is infinite in Power, can infinitely difplay his 
Mercies to all the Works of his Creation, and 
that his perfect Obedience performed upon this 
Globe, and bis Juffering for Sin, that knew 
none himfelf , has made an infinite. Satisfaction 
to Divine Jujiice for the Offences of all the 
rational, reclaimable Part of his Creations ? 
But indeed, which way this Knowledge may. 
he reveal d to the Inhabitants of other Globes, 
we muft leave to the Counfel of Divine Wif- 
dom: **ris fujficient to us, that he, being fu- 
fremely infinite in all P erf e£t ions, could by 
one Oblation of himfelf for all the Works of 
his Creation, ranfom the Whole, and become 
the Mediator of a new Covenant to all, wh& 
were not guilty of total Apojlacy. 

But here, it may be, another Query will 

crife, That, allowing that by fuffering upon 

one Globe he could ranfom all others not irre- 

:laimably fallen, how came it to pafs that he 

hould chufe this Globe rather than any other 

? make his Appearance in, and to undergo 

vfe Sufferings upon ? I anjwer, That if the 

Re- 

* John i. 3, 
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Redemption of the reclaimable Part of hh 
fallen Creatures required fucb Satisfaction to 
be perform 'd by their Creator, the Place he 
would make bis Appearance in for the Per- 
formance of it was alone in (he Counfel of his 
infinite Wifdom ; as was aljo his De/cent % 
which was promifed to the Seed of Abraham ; 
which could be but in one Family at lajl, w 
more than his Appearance in this way could 
be but upon one Globe : Yet as by his Incar? 
nation in one Family all the Families of the 
Earth might be bleffed, Jo by his Appearance 
upon one Globe, by his perfect Obedience and 
infinite Satisfaction* he might become the 
Mediator of a New Covenant to all the 
fallen } , rational^ reclaimable Inhabitants of the 
whole Creation. Befdes y 

It may be quejliorid, whether any of his 
Creatures, upon any other Globe whatfoever, 
would have treated him in the Way and 
-Manner he was treated here; and whether 
there could be found any created, rational Be~ 
ings Jo hard to be convinced of the Truth of 
Reveal! d Religion : And when we confder the 
Stubbornnels and Obfiinacy of the Human 
Race, ana the great Difficulty of perfuading 
many to believe and comply with the Means of 
Salvation ; when we conjider alfo the Proba~ 
bility, that the rational, reclaimable Inhabi- 
tants upon other Globes may with lefs Diffi- 
culty receive reveal 9 d Religion, and the offer* d 
Mercies of a Mediator i we jhall fee Reajbn 

to 
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lofofpofe that this Part of his Creation was 
tkemoft proper for this Great. Trans- 
action. But tbefe things being Se- 
crets to us, pnd it being jujficient to our Sal- 
y&tion, that we believe what the Scriptures 
reveal, and live Jkitabfy to their Precepts ; I 
Jhould not Jo far have pryd into them, but 
only to make the following Inference, viz. That 
it being pojfible to* give a~ rational Account 
how and by what Means Cbrift's Merits 
might be coutocf'd to fife whole univerfal Crea- 
tion, that have not fallen into total Apoftacy ; 
Jo the Opinion of a Plurality of Worlds, with 
various Inhabitants rational -and irrational, 
qpd that many of the rational Inhabitants of 
them may have fallen from their firjl pure 
'Eft ate, is nojuft Ground for the Maintainers 
of it to run into Herejy, in not acknowledging 
the Divinity of our BleJfed Saviour, but is 
on the contrary a ftrong Confirmation of it; 
becaufe 'tis thro* his Divinity only that he 
could make Jo infinite a Satisfa&ion, and thro 9 
his abfolute Perfection of Obedience that he ' 
became the Mediator and Saviour of all his 
reclaimable rational Creatures ; allowing the 
Suppofition I have gone upon, that many of 
the Inhabitants upon other Globes may have 
fallen from their ftrft pure Eftate, and be ca- 
pable of Recovery from their Fall. "This 
therefore being fufficient to our prefent Pur- 
pofe, I Jhall forbear making any further Sup- 
pofitions of their Ufes at prefent, and proceed 
to.tfy Work intended $ in which I have endea- 
- '•; v -' ~ vour'd 
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vour'd to reflify Men's mijlaken Notions in 
' Religion, and to lead them to the Truth : And 
that my Endeavour to this End may have the 
fropofed EffeB upon the Reader s y and that a 
fuitable Practice may be confequent thereupon, 
is the Defirje and hearty Prayer of 

Him that wifheth 

Your future Happinds, 



B. P. 
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Philofophical Meditations^ 

W I T H r 

Divine Inferences, &c. 




HENI behold the 
Glories of the Hea~ 
<uenlyBodies,even thofe 
of our Solar SyHem* 
and confider the Beau- 
ty, Order, and Har- 
mony thereof, and ob- 
ferve feveral Bodies 
not vifible to the na- 
ked Eye ; as for Example, the Satellites of 
Saturn and Jupiter ; I muft hence conclude 
thefe things to be the Produdt of infinite 
Wifdom and Power, and not the EfFedts of 
Ina&ivity and blind Chance, (of which 
more hereafter) but the Works of Intelli- 
gence, Forefight, and Contrivance; and of 
which we have fufficient Footfteps upon* our 
own Globe to convince any reafonable Man 

B <£ v 
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18 Philofophical Meditations*. 

of, who is not biafs'd by Vice. But what 
are thefe Works of oar Syftem, in compa- 
rifon of thofe of the whole Univerfe, which, 
as far as our Sight can reach, we find inter- 
fpers'd with glorious Bodies, which in all 
Probability do all or tnoft of them equal the 
Splendor of our Sun, and for ought we 
know (and as 'tis reafonable to believe) have 
the like U£os in being ferviceable to conco- 
mitant Planets, which are revolving round 
them, as we, the Inhabitants upon this 
Globe, with our neighbouring Planets, do 
round our Sun, the Centre of our Syftem ? 
Thefe things duly look'd into, one would 
think fhould be fufficient to filence all A- 
theifin for ever > which indeed had never had 
any Entertainment in the World, had not 
Immorality, Vice, and Wickednefs firft 
caufed Men to lofe their Hopes of future 
Rewards ; and that the Fears of future Pu- 
riiihments might not be an Allay to their 
fenfual Plealhres, they would thence perfuadc 
themfelves that there is no future Reckoning 
for them. How weak and foolim thefe 
Perfuafions are, and how difinal the Confe- 
rences willbe, I fhall endeavour to let 
forth in the following Diicourfe; in which 
I (hall, as agreeable to my Purpofe, make 
ufe of feveral Topicks, and draw proper 
Conclufions from them. 

Firjl y I fhall prove a neceffary, eternal, 
felf-exiftent, and independent Being, upon 

which 
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which depends the Order of Nature^ and 
from whom all things that are have re- 
ceived their Beings throughout the univerfal 
Space, whether animate or inanimate, ma-* 
terial or fpiritual. 

Secondly, I fhall confider the Nature of 
Eternity and infinite Space. 

Thirdly, I fhall enquire into the Nature 
of the Punifhment of the Wicked, and give 
my Opinion of the Place of tfcei* Tor- 
ments. 

Fourthly, I (hall enquire into the Nature 
of the Creation of our Globe the Earth, and 
make fome Remarks upon the Deluge : In 
all which I fhall avoid the defcanting upon 
fuch things as I have found before obferv'd' 
by other Authors, except where it is neceffa- 
ry, or elfe to make fome further Improve- 
ments; and fhall make Divine Inferences 
from every Particular, as they fall in Courfe, 
Fifthly, I fhall prove the Goodnefe of God. 
in his Dealings with his Creatures he has 
given Reafbn akd Underftanding to, parti- 
cularly to us, having put it in our Power to 
be happy for ever in a future State,, and ha~ 
Ting given us to that End all imaginable En-< 
couragements and Advantages. 

Sixthly, I fhall prove the Chrijlian ©eco- 
nomy to be the only true one now in the 
World. 

And, La/lly, I fhall recommend Religion 
and Virtue to every one's Choice. 

B 2 SECT. 
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SECT. I. 

Of a necejfary, felf-exifte?it y inde- 
pendent and eternal Being. 

WH E N I form my Conceptions of 
an Eternity paft, I find it much ea- 
fier to believe and conceive a neceflary, felt 
exiftent, independent, and eternal Being, 
than to imagine any Beings produced out of 
the Gulf of Eternity by blind Chance; 
which, if allow'd of, muft be a neceflary 
Agent, which is a plain Contradiction in 
Terms; for that which is a neceflary Agent 
muft have a Power to aSt\ and Chance ads 
not, but is confequent upon Action ; there- 
fore if any thing be adted, it muft be by the 
Power of an ASior; or, in other Words, if 
any thing be made y it muft have a Maker ; 
And therefore, had there not been an infi- 
nitely wife and powerful, felf-exiftent, inde- 
pendent and eternal Being, the whole uni- 
versal Space muft have continued in utter 
Darknefs, without Matter or material Bo- 
dies interipers'd ; iiich as the glorious Sun % 
- Fixed Stars, and their concomitant Planets, 
with their various and numerous Inhabitants. 
But to go no further than our felves : That 
we find our felves in Being is undeniable; but 
how we came into Being we know not, nor 

had 
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had we any Hand in procuring it, but were 
produced in Time; we muft therefore re- 
ceive our Beings from a Being that is eter- 
nal ; and our Exiftence not being in our 
felves, we muft therefore exift in a Being 
that is felf-exiftent \ and our Dependence 
not being upon our felves, we muft there- 
fore depend upon a Being that is indepen- 
dent : So that it is as abiiird to deny the Be- 
ing of a God, as it would be to deny our 
own Beings; fince without a Creator, 'tis 
evident, there could have been no Creature. 
It is with yexy good Reafon therefore that 
the Pfalmift calls that Man a Fool, who has 
/aid in bis Heart, There is no God. 



SECT. II. 

Of the Nature of Eternity and in* 
finite Space* 

NOW what Conceptions I can form 
of this neceflary Being, and his eter- 
nal Exiftence, is, that his Eternity is to him 
as Time prefent, or juji mw, is to us ; for 
Eternity admits of no Meafure or Progref. 
fion, as Time does; for Time is itfelf a 
Creature produced out of Eternity $ fo that 
Jet the Almighty begin his Creations at what 
B 3 Diftanco 
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Diftance of Time focvcr, there had been an 
Eternity paft before that Beginning; an4 
this Beginning of Time, had it not yet been 
begun, could not have lengthen'd the Eter* 
pity paft before the Beginning : But with re-. 
fpe& to us, the Time paft fince the Begin- 
ning has Length and Duration, and fo it 
muft be to all created Beings. But now the 
fupreme infinite Being includes, in his Eter- 
nity, all things as prefent ; as, for Inftance, 
when he fent Mo/is to the Ifraelites, and Mo- 
fes requir'd his Name, Tell them> faith the 
Almighty, I AM hath fent tfai \ by which 
Word is fully comprehended his eternal Ex-* 
iftence. Now that this was the Son of God, 
who was to be our Redeemer, that fpoke to 
Mojes y may indeed be made a Difpute and 
Cavil by thofe who will not allow his Divi-r 
nity 5 but our Bleffed Saviour's own Expref. 
fion to the Jews, Before Abraham was, 
I AM, will eafily folve it, as having the 
very fame Word, and therefore the lame 
Weight and Force in it : For had our Sa- 
viour been a Being created in Time, (as fome 
have had the Boldnefe to aflert) 7 he would 
not have us'd that emphatical Exprefiion, 
which can imply no lefs than eternal Exifl> 
ence, viz. Before Abraham was, I A Mi 
On the contrary, he muft have faid, Before 
Abraham was, I was-, and as fiich an Ex* 
preflion would as naturally have fhewn hud J 
|o have had a Creation as it did Abraham* 

■ fo- 
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fo the Expreffion / AM does as naturally 
(hew his eternal Exiftence. 

Now when we confider the Works of the 
fupreme, infinite, and eternal Being, (who 
out of Eternity produced Time, and out of 
infinite Space produced Place) we may be 
convinced that they are of no Ufe to nim- 
felf, but to his Creatures only : But whether 
the whole Creation of every thing was pro- 
duct at once, or when this Globe in parti- 
cular, which we inhabit, was created, is a 
Qucftion, which, after all Refearches, can- 
not be known in this State ; tho* fome have 
believ'd on the negative. All thofe glorious 
Bodies of the fixed Stars are indeed, with 
very good Reafon, believ'd to be fo many 
Suns, with Planets revolving about them^ 
with various and numerous Inhabitants, ra- 
tional and irrational ; and fome have quefti- 
on'd whether the whole univerfal Space may 
not be throughly interfpers'd and furnifti'd 
with like heavenly Bodies, becaufc, not- 
withftanding their vaft Diftances from us, 
befides what we can difcover by the naked! 
Eye, there are every Day more and more 
difcover'd by good Glaffes. Now whether 
any or all cA thefe were created before this 
Earth or Solar Syftem of ours, or all toge- 
ther with it, is in vain to feek to determine ; 
fince 'twas all one to the Almighty Creator 
whether he began all this Work at once, or 
at different Times, for fo I may call it, be*' 
B 4 caufa 
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caufe Time muft commence to all created 
Beings at the Time of their Creation : 'Tis 
fufficient to us that we find ourfelves launch'd 
into Being, which we may from hence look 
upon as an eternal one, it having been the 
Pleafiire of our Creator to endue us with 
immortal Souls, which, during their Stay in 
thefc Bodies, are capable of fearching into 
and admiring the reft of his wonderful 
Works, and if truly prepar'd for their Exit 
from them, fhall then be made perfect in 
all Knowledge, and fully enjoy this fupreme 
Infinite, than which nothing lefs can fatisfy 
the unbounded Defires of the Soul, or yield 
her true Happinefs: And as the Soul is more 
or lefs fpiritually refined here, fo much the 
more or lefs will £he be capable to receive 
thole unlimited Enjoyments. Thefe Trea- 
fores we cannot too much covet and breathe 
after ; for the more we hunger and tbirjl of* 
ter Rigbteoufnefs, the more nourifhing will 
the Bread and Water of Life be -, or the 
more we feek to be familiar with the Works 
of the Great Creator, and covet to have 
thofe things made plain to us, which now 
we only fee as tbro' a glafs darkly \ and there-* 
fay have our converfation in fyeaven y and fpi- 
ritually breathe and long after it, having 
lodg'd our fyeafures and our Hearts there ; 
I lay, the greater Attainments we make here- 
in, the greater Felifcities will await our Re- 
ception there j £jad the more fpiritual Virtues 

w<5 
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itre carry thither, the brighter will our Souls 
Xhine with them. 

Now as to the univerfal Space being tho- 
roughly interfpers'd or furnifh'd with hea- 
venly Bodies, I am, for my own Part, apt 
to judge on the negative -, elfe there are no 
Bounds to the Creation, which I think has 
Bounds as well as Time, or we make the 
Works of the Creation infinite. 'Tis true, 
we cannot put Bounds to his Power, which 
is unlimited : God fills the univerfal Space ; 
but to imagine that he has thoroughly inter- 
ipers'd it with heavenly Bodies, (which if fo 
muft be infinite) is almoft the fame as to 
imagine he has never been without Crea- 
tures ; and that no Creature could be from 
Eternity, is manifef I from its very Creation ; 
and tho' God may have had Creatures ten • 
Thoufand times ten Thoufand Millions of 
this World's Ages before its Creation, yet all 
things created muft neceflarily have a Begin- 
ning : From which I would infer, that it is 
ftill moft probable that there are Bounds to 
the material Creation, and ftill an univerfal 
Space unfurnifh'd or uninterfpers'd with hea- 
venly and material Bodies, and may be to 
all Eternity, tho' God fhould ever continue 
to create new Suns and Planets at never fo 
great Diftances, which ftill make the Room 
never the lefs for more ; for univerfal Space, 
like Eternity, admits no Beginning nor End; 
^nd every Body therein created is ftill exad> 



. ^ 
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ly in the Middle of /'/*, juft as Time pre- 
fent is to Eternity : For fuppofing a Body to 
move in a ftrait Line with the greateft Ve- 
locity imaginable, even as fwift as Lightning 
or Light from the Sun, when it has moved 
with this Swiftnefs Millions of Ages, 'tis no 
nearer the End of infinite Space, but the 
fame, as to it, as if it had ftood perfe&ly 
ftill all the while : Similar to which is God's 
Eternity, which admits of neither Meafiire 
nor Progreffion $ for his Eternity paft can 
never be lengthened, no more than his Eter- 
nity to come can be fhorten'd ; and there** 
fore his Exiftence has been, is, and will be 
always the fame, and is therefore fully ex* 
prefs'd in his comprdienfive Name, I AM. 

Now the late Difcoveries from the Prince 
pies of Sir Ifaac Newton, concerning the fixed 
Stars being fb many Suns, with Planets re- , 
volving round them, and refpe&ing them as 
their Centres, and receiving Light and Heat 
from them, afford us very great Matter of 
Admiration of the wonderful Works of the 
Great Creator, as containing in them, I 
think, more than a bare Probability of Truth; 
For to what End muft all thefe glorious Bo- 
dies be created, if not for further Ufes than 
only to be ferviceable to us on this Globe ? 

I* 

* Hence it is that every Part of the Surface of 
Globes docs agreeably attract its proper Inhabitants, 
and that the Inhabitants on every Side do agreeably gra- 
vitate to its Centre, and in their Walking obferve a 
Poiturc accordingly. 
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Is not the Moon more ufeful to us than them 
all ? And of how much lefs Subftance is flic 
than any other vifible Bodies ? but by being 
placed nearer, and being an Attendant upon 
our Globe, is of more particular Ufe to us 
than all the other heavenly Bodies (the Sun 
only excepted) put together : Tho' I doubt 
not but that God has not made even it for 
our Ufe only, but has fuitable Inhabitants 
there, to whom our Globe, which is fo much 
larger, is more ferviceable than it to us. And 
herein is Matter of Wonder, Praife, and 
Admiration of the great Creator and Con- 
triver of the Univerfe, not to make any thing 
for its own particular Ufe only, but as far as 
it is confiftent with one Body's ferving ano- 
ther, fo far, in all Probability, they are made 
ufeful to one another, as if they had each of 
them bedh defign'd for no other Ufe but to 
be ferviceable to the other. 

Thus the Antients not dreaming but that 
all the Works of the Creation hadl>een on- 
ly made on purpofe^for our Ufe and Benefit, 
and confidering the vaft Diftances of the 
fixed Stars and Planets, and how much more 
it might have amounted to our Benefit, if 
only our Globe had been defign'd to have 
been enlightened thereby, had they been pla- 
ced nearer to it $ and from thence concluding 
that God defign'd Jbmething more ufeful to 
Mankind thereby" (believing them to be 
piade only for Man's Ufe) afcrib'd feveral 

Influ- 
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Influences to 'em, as to all Human Affairs and 
Occurrences, from whence arofe feveral Pre- 
tenders to underftand their Natures and In- 
fluences; as Fortune-tellers, Anfwerers of 
Horary Queftions, Calculators of Nativities, 
and the like ; which to this Day is not quite 
extinguifhed, but pra&is'd by fome few idle 
People: Tho' the late Itch of fcribbling 
Nonfenfe, Yearly and Monthly Prognofti- 
cators, News-Foretellers, and Weather Pre- 
di&ers, begin now to lofe Ground amongft 
us, being fcandalous, and of very little 
Repute with Men of the beft Underftand- 
ing. 

Others of the Ancients have upon the 
iame Principles ador'd the Heavenly Bodies 
as Deities, and paid Divine Honours to 'em; 
but as it has pleafed God to make known to 
us, in this latter Age, the nobler Ufes he de- 
fign'd them for, (which Knowledge feems 
to have been referv'd for thefe Sceptical 
Days) as this Knowledge furnifhes us with 
Matter of Admiration and Wonder, fo it is 
fufiicient to filence all Atheifm and Infideli- 
ty ; which indeed had never appear'd in the 
World, had not Immorality and Vice been 
the Nurferies of them; for thofe who in- 
volve themfelves in Wickednefs often fly to 
Atheifm as a Shelter for themfelves from the 
Dread of Hell and the Thoughts of a fu- 
ture Reckoning. And this brings me to en- 
quire into the Nature of the Punifhment of 

the 
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the Wicked, and to give my Opinion of 
the Place of their Torments. 



SECT, III. 

Of the Punijhment of the Wicked^ 
and Place of Hell. 

f TH v H I S difmal State is reprefented to us 
A in Scripture by Fire and Brimflpne y 
which, though indeed 'tis moft terrifying to 
our prefent Senfes, yet can never fiifficiently 
reprefent the Terrors of that dreadful State ; 
for as much as Spirit exceeds Matter, fo 
much does fpiritual Fire, or the Terrors of 
a Soul banifh'd all Felicities, and confign'd 
over to the moft inexpreffible Miferies, ex- 
ceed all poffible Representations of material 
Fire. That material Fire, properly fo calPd,. 
cannot aft imrtiediately upon immaterial • 
Subftances, as the Devils are, I do not now 
argue ; but that their Torment will be as 
great at leaft, as that of material Fire upon 
material Subftances, is not to be doubted ; 
for the everlafting Fire prepared for the De- 
vil and his Angels muft neceflarily very grie- , 
voufly affeft them. As to the Place of Hell, 
as we call it, I take it to be an Exilement 
irom all manner of Place, in the ufual No- 
' ' -v tion 
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tion of that Word, and to be a Confine-* 
ment in a Vacuum or the univerfal Space, 
where there is no Matter to colled: and re- 
flect any of the Rays of Light of the Hea- : 
venly Luminaries ; fo that the Sun and Stars 
darting their Rays through, and meeting 
with nothing to refledt their Rays upon, 
there is consequently nothing but a pitchy 
Darknefs : And now will not this alone be 
a difmal State, if there were no other pofi- 
tive Torments, where thofe who are con- 
fign'd over to it have not the leaft Hope left 
of ever recovering Light or Place of Reft ? 

This is that difmal Place, or rather Im- 
prifonment from all manner of Place, re- 
prefented to us in the Scriptures as a Bottom- 
lefs Pit y and outer Darknefs , which is very 
agreeable to the aforefaid Notions $ for, as a 
Bottomlefs Pit, it is agreeable to a Banifh- 
ment from Place, or, in other Words, from 
the Body of any Globe and its Atmofphere^ 
into the Vacuum of the univerfal Space % the 
Extent whereof is fuch, as I have fhew'd, 
that nothing can come nearer its End, tho* 
it has never fo rapid a Motion, no, were it 
even as quick as Thought or Imagination it- 
felf, and continued to never fo long a Du- 
ration : So that this may properly enough 
be call'd a Bottomlefs Pit , and difmal outer 
Darknefs mufl alfo attend it, as it is out of 
the way of any thing to receive, colled:, or 
refleft any of the Light of the glorious hea- 
venly 
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vcnly Bodies. In this tremendous State is. 
both temporal and fpiritual Darknefs, no 
Righteoufnefs to fhine in thefe doleful Re- 
gions, no more than material Lights to at- 
tend them; for that fpiritual Light , which 
is ready to be afforded, by Chrifi, to every 
one that comes into the World, the Inhabi- 
tants of thefe difmal Regions have wilfully 
loft, by chufing Darknefs rather than Light, 
becaufe their Deeds were evil. This is, then, 
fuch a Deftru&ion from the Prefence of the 
Lord, and his Light, as muft certainly be 
attended with difmal Anguifli and Horror 
to thofe exil'd to it : Their Confciences too 
will then reproach and fling them with Re- 
morfe ; they will then refled upon the Evils 
they have done, and cannot help it ; this 
Worm that dieth not will continually gnaw 
and fret their guilty Minds, and never let 
them be at Eafe and Quiet; and the Re- 
fledtion upon the infinite Lofs of Heaven,, 
and their everlafting Exclufion from the un- 
fpeakable Happinefs of that blefled State, 
and their Deprivation of the Sight of the 
Beatific Vifion, and the Want of the hea- 
venly Society, viz. God and Chrift, and the 
blefled Saints and Angels, will fill them with 
inexpreffible Torment. The Devils, asSpi-; 
rits, may be able to afFe<ft Spirits, and £0 af- 
flict the Souls of Men, as well as Bodies do 
Bodies: For fince our Blefled Saviour plain- 
ly fays, that the Wicked jhall go into ever*. 

la/ling 
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Iajling Fire prepared for the Devil and bit 
Angels, we may be afliir'd that there is in 
Hell a Fire, tho' not material, yet fiich as 
fhall as much, if not more, affed: thofe who 
fhall be confign'd over to that dreadful State; 
fb that it will be fuch an one as will execute . 
God's Defign of punifhing both wicked An- 
gels and wicked Men. And now let wicked 
Men confider what a woful Bargain they 
make, when they foolifhly chufe Vice be-^ 
fore Religion and Virtue : Let 'em think 
what an unfpeakable Torment the Refle- 
ction upon their paft Sins, and the wilful 
Negledt of their Duty, will fill their Minds 
with; what terrible Anguifh and Horror 
will then feize them; what Madnefs and 
Defpair will poflefs them ; what a monftrous 
Pile of Fire they are raifing to burn, but 
not confume them ; for there the Worm dies 
not, as our Saviour tells us, and the Fire is 
not quenched. 

Now the very Nature of Virtue and Spi- 
ritual-mindednefs leads to Happinefs, even 
in this Life, and the contrary to Mifery ; 
for to be carnally minded is death, but to be 
Jpiritually minded is life and peace : For Car- 
nality of itfelf finks us below the afpiring 
after heavenly Objedts, fixes our Minds on 
the World and fenfiial Pleafiires, whereby 
we come to doat fo much upon the Purfiiit 
of our beloved Senfiialities, that our Hearts 
at laft become fo intent upon them, that 

their 
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their Happinefs is fixed in them : And fince 
thefe eartnly Treaiiires and fenfual Enjoy- 
ments are fading and tranfitory, and can laft 
no longer than our prefent Lives 5 and fince 
no Treaiiires are thereby laid up for the Soul, 
(for thefe are only ufeful to our Bodies) we 
are fure to lofe all when we leave thefe: 
Whereas if we raife our Souls to a fpiritual 
Temper, and purfue true Virtue with a hea- 
venly Difpofition, and regard the things of 
the Spirit more than thofe of the Fle/h, we 
may afliire our felves we are laying up iiich 
Treaiiires as will be durable and lafting, even 
to all Eternity. And how much muft the 
Satisfaction of a fpiritual Mind be even in 
this Life ? 'Tis fufficient to fupport us under 
the greateft outward Calamities and Affli- 
ctions; and all the Riches, Pleasures, and 
Honours of the World cannot equal it; equal 
it, did I lay? nay, not ftand in the leaft 
Competition with it, where they are only en- 
joy'd without thisSpiritual-mindednefs: This 
will make the Mind of a Man or Woman 
eafy and chearful, and their Countenance 
lively ; for true Virtue never fhews itfelf in 
afifedled fandtified Looks, an artificial turn- 
ing of the Eyes, wry Mouths, wrinkling of 
Faces, or whining Speeches, which are 
chiefly Tokens of Hypocriiy, or at leaft a 
Want of a true Underftanding of the Na- 
ture of Religion and Virtue, which in its 
own Nature renders Men bold as a Lion, 
C . courteous, 
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courteous, free and affable ; whereas the coni 
trary makes them fearful and timorous,, 
foeaking and dejedted,. and oftentimes fills 
them with Confufion. 

Indeed there are fome bold prefumptuous 
Sinners, that have fet Integrity and Upright- 
ness, Religion and Virtue at open Defiance,, 
and reign and aft triumphantly, as if they 
had entirely fubdued them> together with 
the Apprehenfion of a future Reckonings 
Thefe> in the Height and Heat of the Pur- 
fuit of their Lufts and Paflions,. may indeed^, 
for the Time r have little Senfe or Apprehen— 
fion of their prefent Danger 3 but fhould 
AfBiftions and Troubles come upon them > 
and efpecially Death threaten to overtake 
them > how will they ftand it then I Will 
not the Terrors of Confcience awaken them 
out of their former Security ? Will they not 
then dread the Confequences of their former 
imaginary Conquefts > Will not Fear and 
Anguifli come fpeedily upon them? Will 
not their Countenances then change Colour,, 
and a fearful Trembling feize them ? Now 
r niuft the Minifler (though before contemn'd 
and flighted) be fent for to adminiffcer all 
poflible Comfort to the feeming Penitent* 
But what has brought it to this ? Now muft 
conquered Virtue be courted by the Con- 
queror to accept of his Submiflion : Con- 
queror, did I fay ? No, no, thou only didffe 
imagine thy liblf fo 5 for tho' Religion and 

Virtue 
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Virtue may have fuffer'd themfelves for a 
Time to be trampled upon, yet whenever 
they pleafe to affume their Strength and Au- - 
Thority* they have many Affiftants ready 
that can curb the Infolence of all their Ene- 
mies, and if they cannot in time reclaim 
them, yet can punifh the Rebellions of their 
moil infulting Defperadoes : Nay, even the 
boldeft Sinners of 'em all, upon Surprize, 
are ready to flee when none purjues> but tht 
righteous are as bold as a lion ; and tho' Ca- 
lamities, Loffes, and Croffes fhall attend the 
Righteous, and they may be for the prefent 
fomewhat deje&ed through natural Infirmity 
and Frailty, yet the Serenity of their Minds 
^nd inward Peace of their Conferences will 
ftill fubfift and fupport them under all the 
Storms that happen from without : A Re- 
fignation to God's Will will rid 'em of all 
unreafonable Fears, and perfuade them to 
believe that all things fhall end well, if not 
to their preffent, yet to their future Advan- 
tage: Influenced by this comfortable Per- 
fuafion, they will chearfully and patiently 
wait the Event, preferring evermore future 
Spiritual good things, before all prefent and 
temporal, and regarding temporal Evils as 
only tranfitory, and of which they fhall foon 
fee an End. 

Thefe may truly be compared to the wife 

• Virgins, who were ready at the Call of the 

Bridegroom ; as the Wicked, who have their 

C2 Oil 
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Oil* to feek at the fame Call, may be to the 
fdolifh Virgins, who, notwithftanding their 
Knocking and Importunity, were yet fhut 
out, becaufe too late $ for this Door being 
once fhut upon them, admits no opening for 
even When once they (hall be thus exclu- 
ded from all manner of Place, Light, or 
iEafe, thus banifh'd into the doleful Regions 
of outer Darknefs (after the Refiirredtion of 
the Body) then will all the Terrors of Body 
and Mind feize them, with perpetual Re r 
fledtions upon their paft Follies, for not em- 
bracing Mercy when it was offer'd, in not 
regarding Futurity and its precious Trea- 
sures, till they could no longer enjoy their 
Senfualities : And Religion and Virtue, the 
beft Refuge and Security, the only Means 
of efcaping eternal Punifhment, can now be 
of no Service : The Enjoyment of the hea- 
venly State, which now they wifh for, and 
had heard £o much of, cannot be expedted; 
for not being calculated to their Senfualities, 
and the Company of that Place being no 
ways agreeable to their wicked Difpofitions, 
it would be impoflible for them to relifh 
'em ; and were they then to be entertain'd 
in Heaven, the Enjoyments of that happy 
State would be fo contrary and difagreeable 
to their contra&ed vicious Habits, that they 
could not bear them : So that could they be 
admitted, it would be no proper Place for . 
them j their own Senfualities and vicious "-! 

Habits 
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Habits having Yender'd them abfolutely unfit 
for Abode there. 

Wherefore let all wicked Men now con- 
fider, that thofe who are not fitted for Hea- 
ven, by a timely Preparation and a Difpofi- 
tion habituated to Virtue, will have no En- 
tertainment there; the Door will be fhut 
upon them, and they will be excluded that 
]piace of Comfort, Eafe and Reft, and (hut 
out into outer Darknefs, agreeable to their 
Works of Darknefs j and as their Works 
here would not bear the Light* fo their Eyes 
cannot there behold it. 

Oh ! that you would therefore confider 
thefe things in time, and turn to the Lord 
while he may be founds and change your In- 
clinations and Tempers, before they become 
incapable of having fiich a Change wrought 
in them $ for the longer you continue in Sin, 
the harder it will be to change and repent, 
and if delay'd may be impoffible. 



SECT. IV, 

Of the Creation and Deluge. 

"T* Come now to confider fomething in re- 

I lation to the Creation of our Globe the 

•Earth, with the State of the Antediluvians, 

C 3 and 
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and enquire into the Reafons of tHeir Dc^i 
ftru&ion by the Deluge, and to give my O- 
pinion of thofe natural Caufes that concurr'd 
to fulfil the Divine Appointment therein; 
and from thence I fhall make fome ufeful 
Inferences. 

I have before proved that all things crea- 
ted muft receive their Beings from a neccfla- 
17, felkexiftent, and eternal Being : I fhall 
now endeavour to fhew the Wifdom and 
Goodnefe of this eternal Being in the Crea- 
tion of our Globe (which Wiidom and 
Goodnefs is undoubtedly agreeable in every 
Part of his Creations). Now it appears by 
his reveal'd Account hereof by his Servant 
Mo/es, That in the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earthy that is, the Subftance 
or Matter of them $ which Subftance re- 
mained in a confus'd chaotical Condition, 
without Order or Form $ and how long it 
had remain'd fo e're God gave it the Laws 
of Gravitation and Attradtion, whereby eve- 
ry of its Parts did take their Places according 
to their fpecifick Gravities, we find not men- 
tion'd ; but that it continued fo for fome 
time, appears from the enfuing Words, And 
the earth was without form and void, and 
darknefs was upon the face of the deep : From 
which Mr. Wbijlon, in his Theory of the 
Earth y probably imagin'd this Globe, before 
its Formation into a Planet, had been a 
£omet. But be this a$ it will, 'tis certain % 

Comet 
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Comet very much reprefents fuch a cjiaotical 
Subftance, wherein there is no Order nor 
.Form, nor any ways appears to be a habita- 
ble Body, but is capable by an Almighty 
Fiat of being made fo, having the Laws of 
•Gravitation and Attraction affign'd it$ as 
above-mention'd, and being put into a pro- 
per Orbit at a convenient Diftance from 
ibme of the glorious Luminaries. But whe- 
ther this Beginning, in which our Globe had 
its Original, only . refpofted it, or was the 
Beginning of all the material Subftances of 
the whole Univerfe, is too difficult to deter- 
mine. Now if it refpe&ed the Whole, yet 
upon Suppofition of this Globe's being a 
Comet before its Formation into a Planet, 
Multitudes of the Heavenly Bodies might 
have hacl their Formations before this Earth, 
<even at vaftly diftant Times 5 and yet the 
Creation of Matter was the Beginning of 
Time; .and if this Beginning of Time, 
mention'd by Mofes 3 refpe£ts the whole ma- 
terial Creation, th<*:* \vas all Matter created 
at the lame Beginning,, or at the fame Time 
when the Matter of this Globe was, and 
fnight, at feveral diftant Times, be made 
habitable Bodies. But after all our Enqui- 
ries and Refearches into this Matter, we muft 
ftill leave the full Knowledge of tfiefe things 
to a future State ; the Mention of them now 
being only thus ufeful to us, to promote our 
Aspirations after that Fulnefs of Knowledge 

C 4 whkii 
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which we may expeft when relax'd fronT 
thefe Petters of Mortality. ? 

Now that all things at their firft Creation 
came pure out of their Maker's Hands, is 
an undeniable Truth, both as to the Globes 
and their Inhabitants ; but that God fhould 
irreverfibly determine they fhould fb conti- 
nue, without refpedt to the Adtions of his 
Creatures, is very unreafonable to fiippofe. 
'Tis very reafbnable to expedt that fiicn of 
his Creatures as were endued with Reafbn 
and Underftanding fhould be made capable 
of continuing in their original Creation, or 
elfe 'tis but Mockery to create them pure : 
But to create them fo that they could not 
poflibly deviate from it, is putting a Force 
upon thlyr Obedience ; and forced Obedi- 
ence is no Obedience, nor can fiich Obedi- 
ence be any ways rewardable : Therefore it 
wa6 highly reafbnable and agreeable with 
infinite Wifdom to give his Creatures a Free- 
dom of Will, and a Law to keep, with a 
Power alfo to keep it, and to offer Rewards 
to Obedience, and to threaten Punifhments 
to the Difbbedience of it. And this is the 
very fame, as to us, as if God did not fore- 
iee our Obedience or Difbbedience ; for tho* 
his Foreknowledge cannot be hinder'd, yet 
it does not neceflitate any of our Adtions to 
come to pafs ; but becaufe they will come 
to pafs, thro' our own Choice and Free- 
agency, he mufl neceflarily forefee them : 

And 
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And after he has created all things pure, up- 
on the Obedience of fiich of his Creatures 
who make it their Choice to obey, they are 
thence fo firmly eftablifh'd in their right 
Choice, and made fo far perfed: as to be in 
no Danger of a future Revolt ; an Inftance 
whereof we have in the obedient and difo- 
bedient Angels. 

Thus God has made his reafonable Crea- 
tures free Agents, and therefore confequent- 
ly Man ; for whofe fake this Globe was cre- 
ated fruitful, with pure and wholfome Air 
to breathe in, not in the leaft infected with 
any noxious or. deftru&ive Particles; but 
with fuch pure; Aif. as was capable of pre- 
ferving the Strength from alf Decays^ and 
yet liable too to undergo fuch Changes as 
were confiftent with infinite Wifdom, ac- 
cording to Man's Behaviour here. 

Now as God had created our firft Parents 
in a State as above related, and given them 
a Law, with Condition that if they kept 
it, both they and their Pofterity ftiould re- 
main happy, and had threaten'd Death upon 
their Difobedience, we find that as foon as 
they had violated that Law, a ftrange Turn 
of Affairs enfued ; for the Earth hereupon, 
according to Mr. TVhifton> receiv'd a diurnal 
Rotation, having only an annual one before; 
and by this fudden Change and Shock it was 
broke into feveral Chafms and Fiffures, from 
whence iiTued fulphurous and infe&ious Par- 
ticles 
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tides into the Atmofphere of the Air, cau- 
sing it to become noxious, and by Degrees 
to wof k upon the Vitals of every Animal, 
and to decay their Natures, and thereby fiib- 
je6t them to Mortality -, according to God's 
Threatening to Man's Difobedience, In the 
day that thou eat eft thereof thou Jhalt furely 
die -, that is to fay, become mortal. 

Thus by the Commencement of the 
Earth's diurnal Rotation, we may further 
obferve, it would neceffarily caufe a Rufhing 
in the Fluidity of the Atmofphere of the 
Air, it riot being capable prefently to ac- 
company the Solidity of the Earth on this 
fudden Rotation ; which ruflhing Noife feems 
to be that which Adam calls God's Voice, 
which he heard in the Garden, and being 
felf-condemn'd, and imagining that God 
was coming to execute immediately the 
Threatning due to his Tranfgreflion, ran to 
hide himfelf with his efpoufed Confort ; for 
they {Adam and Eve) heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day ; or, as it is in the Margin of our 
1 old Bibles, in the wind of the day, which 
gives a further Probability to this Hypo- 
thefis. 

Thus we majP fee what a mighty Turn 
the Difobedience of Man brought upon Na- 
ture -, the Earth, that before was fruitful of 
itfelf, now becomes barren without Tillage $ 
the Air, that breath'd nothing but the Sweets; 

of 
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<*f Immortality, now becomes noxious and 
decaying 5 and the Nourifhment of the Fruits 
6f the Earth, thro' the infectious Air, yields 
not its natural Strength and Support to Na- 
ture. 

And yet after all this, fo much of its 
Strength remain'd, as afforded the Antedi- 
luvians a prodigious Longevity, much fiipe- 
rior to what we now enjoy : So that God in" 
this Cafe (Jike a tender Father) feem'd flow 
to execute the Punifhment due to the Tran£- 
greffion, as it were with Defign to fee whe- 
ther Forbearance and Mercies would not 
bring them over to Obedience to that fecond 
* Covenant n&de with fallen Man in Para- 
difc: And tho' we are aflur'd he forefaw 
what Effects thefe Mercies arid Forbearances 
would have upon Mankind, yet this Dealing 
with them leaves them altogether without 
JExcufe ; and 'tis agreeable alfo to our own 
way of reafoning, which is firft to try us 
with Mercies, to fee whether temporal Fa- 
vours will not make the Receivers in Love 
with the Donors of them : And this is the 
{ffft Step to Obedience : But behold the Stu- 
pidity of fallen Man ! Their Health and 
Strength, their Eafe and Plenty, are turn'd 
to Senfuality, Luft and Luxury, and all man^ 
ner of Corruptions of their Ways before 
God, Their Hearts were wholly fet upon 

their 

* The Terms whereof are fully contain'd in the 
Whole Duty of Man, 
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not infinitely rather chufe the Purfiiit of 
thefe defirable Spiritual Treafiires, that will 
have no End nor Confumption, than thofe, 
which, were they to be enjoy'd feveral hun- 
dred Years, could not be fully fiitisfadtary, 
and the Enjoyment thereof likewife muft 
have an End ? But now in our.Purfuit of 
Spiritual Pleafures, we need not wait with 
long Expectation before we attain them; we 
have not an hundred and fifty, or two hun- 
dred Years to live in profped: of them : No! 
a very few Years will probably put us in 
Poffeffion ; 50, 60, or 70, are generally the 
moft we can reckon upon, and very often 
they are attained much fooner. And now 
who cannot with Courage purfue thefe eter- 
nal Treafiires for fo fhort a Space, with 
more Concern and Eagernefs than ever the 
Antediluvians did thofe which are temporal? 
If the Profpedt only of enjoying the. good 
Things of this World for a confiderable 
Time encourag'd their Purfiiit of them* 
how much more fhould the Profpedt of en* 
joying thofe of the other to all Eternity, en- 
gage our Thoughts; and excite our utmoft 
Care and Induftry. 

As to the Nature of the Deluge, and how 
the Earth thereby became more barren, and 
the Air ftill more infectious, and confe- 
quently the Life of Man more fhort and un- 
healthful, I come now to confider. t And 
here likewife I cannot but allow Mr. Wbi- 

jton's 
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fori* Hypotkefo in. his Theory of the Earth to 
have the beft Probability of Truth, not- 
withftanding the Attempts which have been 
ufed to overthrow it ; for even Mr. Ket% 
who wrote againft it, is forc'd to acknow- 
ledge at laft, that Mr. Whifion had made it 
extremely probable that a Comet did pafs by 
the Earth at the Deluge : But as I appre- 
hend the Difficulty in this Hypothefis lies 
here, That if the Earth received fiich a Quan- 
tity of Waters from a Gomet to drown it, 
and to furmount the higheft Mountains by 
fifteeji Cubits, Mr. Wbjfton had not clearly 
difcovered the Removal of them ; but if he 
has not, I think he has made way for fuch 
further Improvements of his Scheme, that 
there is fufficient room for doing it ; which, 
I think, ought rather to be undertaken, than 
an Attempt to overthrow fo feemingly great 
a Difcovery. I fhall therefore, upon the 
Suppofition of the Comet's drowning the 
the Earth, according to Mr. Wbijion, endea- 
vour to difcover that the Waters left upon 
the Earth by the Comet might be remov'd, 
and the Earth become again dry, habitable, 
and fruitful. 

Now this Comet's Atmofphere being in a 
chaotical Condition, all the Fluids and So- 
lids being mix'd together, thefe Solids having 
there no Laws of Gravitation and Attraction, 
were jumbled together with the Fluids ; and 
till they receive thefe Laws, they make to- 
gether 
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gether but one^rfed: Fluid, having receive 
no Order nor Form in this Body they belong 
to ; for even thofe Parts which had in them- 
felves a Nature to become Solids, whenever 
God Almighty fhould give the Fiat to 'em, 
might before that time have the true Nature 
of Fluidity in them ; and yet whenever thefe 
Laws fhall be affign'd them, out of this fluid 
Chaos there may prove to be vaftly many 
more Particles of Solidity than thofe of pure 
Water. Thus it was faid of the Creation of 
the Earth, when the Matter of the Earth 
was created, that the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters : So that in its 
chaotical Condition it is altogether call'd Wa~ 
ten. So in the fame Condition we may 
imagine this Comet's Atmofphere to be be- 
fore its involving the Earth with the Deluge, 
and therefore might drown it in the way and 
manner prefcrib'd by Mr. Whijion^ to whole 
Account I refer you, and fhall content my 
felf with only {hewing from the aforefaid 
Suppofition, . which way the Waters might 
become abated, and fo much dry Land re- 
main : For I fhall not here repeat what has 
been already done to my hand, except in 
fiich Cafes as cannot well be avoided with- 
out making a Breach in the Difcourfe. Now 
as by the former Hypothefis it appears pro- 
bable that the Solids and Fluids of the Co- 
met's Atmofphere in their lawlefs or chaoti- 
caj State were altogether fluids $ fo coming 

upon 
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upon the Earth in this fluid Condition, iifl- 
mediately upon the Comet's leaving this Quan- 
tity of its Atmofphere to drown the Earth,' 
it enters upon the fame Laws peculiar to this 
habitable Globe, and by the Laws of Gra- 
vitation and Attradtion, thofe Parts that had 
thfc Effence of Solidity in them aflume their 
proper Offices, and in a Hurry begin to take 
their Places according to their fpecifick Gra- 
vities ; and the Fluid growing thick in the 
Hurry, many of the weightier Particles are 
flopped and catch'd in their Defcent $ and ac- 
cordingly we find Metals and Minerals as if 
run down the Pores of the Earth in their 
Fluidity, and catch'd as they became Solids 
at uncertain Depths by other earthy Parti- 
cles lighter than themfelves, tho' their En- 
deavour was to take their Places therein ac- 
cording to their refpedtive Weights ; as in a 
Mire, the Subftance whereof is lighter than 
Stone, yet a Stone let fall into it will not 
reach tne Bottom ; for the Fluidity thereof 
being thicken'd will not fo eafily admit of 
weightier Particles than itfelf to take their 
Places therein according to their fpecifick 
Gravities, notwithftanding their Endeavour 
fo to do. That there would be a vaft Quan- 
tity of folid Particles, when they aflum'd 
their proper Eflences, far exceeding thofe 
that remain'd fluid, is not difficult to ima- 
gine, (tho* all fluid, having no Diftindtion, 
Jpefore) when we confider that the new Sur- 
D fees 
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face qf the Earth, acquir'd at the Deltfge, 
was never yet obferv'd to be penetrated thro' 
by the Searchers into its Bowels -, and, for 
ought we know,* may very nearly equal, in 
its Thicknefs, the Depth of the Waters at 
the Deluge, above the cdminon Surface : For 
that we lave a new Cruft acquir'd by the 
Deluge, appears from Trees, Fifhes Bones, 
and the like, found at uncertain Depths in 
divers Places of this and other Nations, 
which in the Hurry of the fettling of theie 
Commotions were fome born down below 
their natural Gravity, and others catch'd 
higher amongft Particles lighter than them-* 
fclves ; and thofe Particles which had only 
the true Eflence of Water, make now their 
Defcent into the loweft Parts of the Globe, 
and form a mighty Ocean ; whereas before 
there was only a gathering together of the 
Waters into vaft Lakes or Seas, but yet in 
fiich a manner as the whole Eartlj might 
have been travel'd over upon dry Land. 
Thus you fee that as Mr. Whifiort* Hypo- 
thefis brought Waters enough to drown the 
Earth, fb by this they might be fiifficiently 
removed*. But 

* Thus the Fluids that drown'd the Earth being in 
a chaotical Condition, and the true Eflence of Solidity 
being by far the greateft Part thereof, and differently 
fcatter'd upon the Surface of the Globe, much greater 
Quantities of folid Particles might remain in one Place 
than another ; upon the fettling of which it might 
caufe a different Situation of Hills and Mountains after 
the Flood to what there Ijad been before, and leave 

Plains 
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But then the Earth wants new Furniture 
of Herbs, Plants, Fruit-Trees, and the like^ 

and 

Plains and Vallies where there happen'd the feweft df 
Solids* and the moft of that Fluid which only in itfelF 
had the true Effence of Water ; which however left a 
fufficient Quantity of Solids to continue the Earth 
above the common Orbicularity of the Ocean, when 
it had made its Defcent thereto, which before for fome 
time, might remain difperfed over the higheft Moun- 
tains by the wonderful Attraction of the Comet, in 
the way and manner of the Tides occafion'd by the 
Attraction of the Moon, and woufd require a propor- 
tionate Time to fettle iii,' acceding to the Largenefs 
of the Comet's Body arid ys near Approach to the 
Earth, which jn.uft be in as much Difproportion as may 
very well account for the,Uncommonnefs of this Hy* 
pothefis. 

And as to the Hilts and Mountains being occafion'd 
io take different Situations to thofe before the Flood, it 
may appear no Paifedox, if we confider how this cha* 
otical Subftance that drown'd the Earth is differently 
difperfed upon the Surface of it, fo as to afford it differ 
rent Minerals in different Countries diftant from one 
another, and to be difpofed of according to the Wifdoni 
of God, in their Directions to place theipfelves aftef 
the Laws aforefaid ; which fhew, that the Fluid and 
Solids that made that entire Fluid to drown the Earth* 
had not in their chaotical State an equal Diftribution 
of Parts common to its real Contents, but they were" 
difperfed in this chaotical Condition in fo confuted a 
manner, that Hills and Mountains, Metajs and Mine- 
rals might difperfe themfelves in different Situations, 
as we find they have ; which muft plainly flbew, that 
as chaotical a Subftance drown'd the Earth, as that was 
from which at firft it was form'd. So then from this 
Hypothefis, in the Earth's firft Formation Hills and 
Mountains' might receive their Original in and from 
the Caufes here propos'd, without being fixed upon fuch 
a Fluid as Mr. Whifton imagin'd them to have had 
their Original from. D 2 



52 Philofophical Meditations. 

and yet we read of no new Creation ; whence 
is it fupplied ? My Anfwer is, That it feems 
highly probable that the Seeds of Herbs, 
Fruits of Trees, with the feveral Kinds of 
Grain, and the like, would be fcattcr'd and 
difpers'd upon the Waters ; upon the fettling 
of which Sufficient Quantities would remain 
upon the Surface of the dry Land, and pro- 
duce their Species. 

And now the new Surface of the Earth 
being frefh, fat, and fertile, it muft produce 
Fruits almoft equal to thofe of tfee Antedilu- 
vian World, and by Virtue whereof the 
Lives of the firft Patriarchs, iucceeding the 
Deluge, were almoft equivalent to thcfSB of 
the old World ; but the Commotions and 
fulphureous Effluvia's which- were occafion'd 
by the Deluge, by Degrees gather Strength, 
and form themfelves into deftru&ive Parti- 
cles, caufing Tempefts, Hurricanes, Thun- 
der and Lightning, and the like, hitherto 
unknown, which by Degrees difperfe them- 
felves thro* the Atmofphere of the Air, which 
hereby becomes; more and more noxious and 
unwholfome to breathe in, and works De- 
cays of the Earth's Fertility ; and according- 
ly fhortens the Lives of their future Proge- 
ny, by fuch Degrees, and in fiich a Maimer, 
as God judged neceffery $ even as the new 
World became in a Condition to be re-peo- 
pled, without a Continuation of the former 
Longevity. 

Thus 
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Thus I have, given an Account of the De- 
luge, and obferv'd God's Defign in (hortning 
. Man's Days upon Earth, viz. to wean his 
Afiedtions from it. Thofe therefore who 
will ftill fet their Affe&ions on the World, 
do thwart God's Defign, and hazard the Lois 
of their Souls, for vain, fhort, and unfatis- 
fe&ory Enjoyments : But becaufe the Minds 
of fome Men are induc'd* by temporal Mo- 
tives, and the Promifes of prefent worldly 
Bleffings, more than the Views of future 
Rewards ; therefore, in Condefcenfion to hu- 
man Infirmities, God Almighty was pleafed 
to make large Offers of temporal Bleffings 
to his People the Jews; fo that to their O- 
bedience all temporal Bleffings were promi- 
icd, as Punifhments were alfb threatned to 
their Difbbedience. But tho' this Covenant 
did more peculiarly relate to the Jewijh Na- 
tion, yet many private Perfbns have, and to 
this Day do perfuade themfelveSj that their 
temporal Felicities diflinguifh them a6 the 
Favourites of Heaven, and are Tokens of 
God's fpecial Regard and particular Favour 
to them more than others who want them, 
and hence are fb lifted up as even to defpife 
thofe in low and mean Circumftances, as if 
they were caft off and rejedted by their Ma- 
ker : But Profperity is not always a certain 
Mark of God's Favour, fbme now enjoying 
it, who, their Practice confider'd, do not 
deferve it; whilft others fufFer Adverfity, 
D 3 who, 
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who, their good Converfation confider'd, 
might hope to be exempted from it : So that 
in fhort from Profperity and Adverfity in 
this World, we cannot infer an unerring 
Cpnclufion of our Favour or Disfavour with 
£od. And even amongft the Jews, under 
the Difpenfation aforefaid, we find thing* 
otherwife underftood by the moft religious 
and virtuous amongft them, and that the. 
Righteous oftentimes extremely fuflfer'd ; that 
they have had * trials of moc kings andfcour* 
gings, yea moreover of bonds and imprijbn- 
ments ; that they were Jloned, fawn afunder^ 
were tempted, werejlain with the jword; that 
they wander d about in fheep^Jkins and goats* 
/kins, being dejlitute, affliiled, tormented (of 
whom the world was not worthy) : they wan* 
der'd in defarts and mountains, and in dens 
and caves of the earth. And yet notwithf 
ftanding this they were ftill in God's pecu-t 
liar Favour, who had referv'd for them bet-* 
ter things than this World could afford. So 
that the Riches and Honours of this World 
of themfelves, as I faid, are no certain Marka 
of God's Favour, nor Poverty and Diigrace 
of themielves no certain Tokens of his Dif. 
pleafure. Thefe things happen in common 
to the Righteous and the Wicked. Indeed, 
as to Communities, or Commonwealths and 
Kingdoms, it generally happens otherwife j 
^nd they are commonly proiperous and flou- 

rifhing, 

* * Hebr. xx. 36, 37, 38, 
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rifhing, or the contrary, according to their 
Adherence to Virtue and Religion, or to 
Vice and Ifreligion. But whatever the Pro- 
lperity or Adverfity of private Perfons may 
be, they may, if they will, make a proper 
Ufe and Improvement of them with refpedt 
to the World to come : If a profperous State 
be managed with Religion and Prudence ; if 
Ambition is reftrain'd, and the World not 
made an Idol ; if our AfFe&ions are not too 
much fixed upon our profperous Circumftan- 
ces, to the Negledt of the things of Eterni- 
ty ; if we ufe our Riches as only lent us to 
do good with, by feeding the hungry \ chart- 
ing the naked, &c. we fhall thereby lay up 
for our . felves a Tifeafiire which vfrill never 
&de c ; and thus our prefeftt temporal Blet- 
fings fhall alfo turn to eternal ones. But 
again; if we be in a State of Adverfity, if 
G&d has not beftow'd on us thofe temporal 
Advantages which others enjby, 01^ by the 
common Accidents of all human Affeirs, has 
taken away what we formerly wfre poffefs'd 
of; let us not howfever bfe unbecomingly de- 
je<fted, bi^t firmly believe that if we ufe our 
honeft Endeavours, . pra&ife Religion and 
Virtue, and preferve a godd Conscience, God 
will affift and relieve us, raife us up Friend^ 
and find out fuch Methods as we Cannot 
forefee or expedt. And of the Truth of all 
this both Scripture and Experience furnifh 
lis with many pregnadt liiftances : For tho f 
D4 God 
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God has fometimes fuffer'd the Righteous to. 
fall into great Troubles and Afflictions, yet 
upon their patient continuing in Well-doing 
they many times have been raifed again, and 
fometimes too to a much higher Pitch of 
Profperity; witnefs Jofeph in Egypt, and 
Job in the Land of Uz. 



SECT. V, 
Of EkBion and Reprobation. 

UP O N the fecond Covenant, which 
God enter'd into with Mankind, he 
put it into every Man's Power that comes 
into the World, to make choice of Virtue, 
and by fo doing to render himfelf acceptable 
to God thro* Chrift our Redeemer. As to 
the Heathens, who have no Knowledge of 
Chrift and of the Covenant which God, 
thro' him, has made with us, though what 
is not reveaPd will not be requir'd, yet they 
muft account for their Adtions according to 
the beft Law they have, that is, the Law of 
Nature, and for the good Ufe or Abufe of 
that Freedom of Will which God has in 
common given them. Tis true, God will 
have a Regard to Juftice and Equity, aftd 
will doubtless make Allowances for invinci- 
ble 
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blc Ignorance, and the Prejudices of Educa- 
tion, which for want of Means and Oppor- 
tunities could not be rectified : But ftill fo 
far as their Light reaches, and the Will is 
concern'd, they muft be accountable. What 
will be requir'd therefore of* the Heathen 
World, that have not had the Happinefe of 
God's Will being reyeal'd to them, is, that 
they ftiould a6t according to the Law of 
Reafbn and the Dictates of natural Con- 
fcience ; and as their Adts of Free-will have 
been according to this Rule, or otherwife, 
they will be either condemn'd or acquitted 
at the Day of Judgment. ' 

Thus God will approve himfelf a righteous 
Jualge, and will at laft make it appear to 
JVlen and Angels, that all Kingdoms, Na- 
tions, and Languages (hall be judg'd accord- 
ing to Juftice and Equity, and agreeably to 
their own Choices of Virtue or Vice. Then 
it will be clear, that the Ruin of the Wicked 
is- of and from themfelves 3 and that God 
had not doom'd his Creatures to a wfetched 
State before their Creation, (as fome very un- 
juftly endeavour to reprefent) but that he 
created them with the fame Powers to have 
made Religion and Virtue, and consequent- 
ly Happinefs, their Choice, and that their 
Wills had the fame Freedom, as thofe had 
who did really chufe them. 

I am not infenfible that fome havealledg'd 
the Authority of the holy Scripture- agiinft 
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the Do&rine I have afferted, and feveral 
Texts have been urged by fome rigid People 
in Oppofition to it. I fhall apply my felf 
to fhew that thofe Texts of Scripture (which 
fome through want of a right Underftanding 
of 'em have wrefted) do not aflert what they 
alledge, viz. a perfonal Ele&ion and Re- 
probation from God's eternal Decrees y and 
particularly that the Ninth Chapter of 
St. Paul's Epiftle to the Romans does by no 
means prove it. 

Now as fuch an Interpretation of a perfo- 
nal Ele&ion and Reprobation does refledfc on 
the infinite Juftice and Goodnefs of God, is 
vaftly prejudicial to Religion and Virtue, is 
contrary to the main Defign of them, and 
very repugnant to other Places of Scripture ; 
I fhall therefore endeavour to make it appear 
from this very Chapter, that the Apoftle is 
herein maintaining a contrary Dodxine to 
what thefe rigid Men maintain. 

In order to the right underftanding of 
this^Chapter, 'tis neceflary, in the firft Place, 
to confider what was the Apoftle's main 
Scope, Tendehcy, and Defign in it. Now 
in the beginning of it, we find him in a • 
ftrong and violent Concern for his Brethren 
according to the Flefh, for whofe Sake he 
cou'd have been content to have fuffer'd the 
moft fevere Punifhments in the World, in 
0rder to bring them over to Chrift ; for as 
dear as Life was to him, if he might hereby 

obtain 
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obtain this End, viz, their Salvation, he 
cou'd have been content to have kid down 
Jjis Life for them, which is the higheft In- 
{fence of Chriftian Charity : -For greater 
low than this hath no man, that one lay down 
his life for his friend : So that he hereby 
exprefies his extremely paffionate Concern 
for his Brethren, Kinfmen, and Relations 
according to the Flefh, and endeavours to 
perfuade them that the Arguments he was 
going to make ufe of, proceeded from his 
gfreat Affeftion and Concern for their fpiri- 
tual Welfare, and therefore ought not to be 
flighted and difregarded as Things of little 
moalent. His main Defign therefore being 
to convince them that, notwithftanding their 
Advantages of Birth and Defcent which they 
gloried in, it would be of no Service to them, 
fo long as they rejected the glorious Difpen- 
&ttan of the Gofpel : And fince they infill- 
ed that God's Mercies did folely belong to 
them, from his Promifes to their Forefa- 
thers 5 therefore this Chapter is almoft whol- 
ly ipent to convince them to the contrary, 
that tho* they were Abraham's Seed, &c. 
Vhich he allows at large, ver. 4, 5. but de- 
pies, ver. 6. that that can give them a Title 
to the Promifes made to Abraham ; For they 
are not all Ifrael, which are oflfrael : 

Ver. 7. Neither becaufe they are the Seed 
of Abraham, are they all children, but in 
ffaacjhall thy feed be called. 

Abraham 
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Abraham had feveral other Children be- 
fides Ifaac, yet to Ifaac was the Promife 
made, that according to the Flefh Chrift 
fhould come ; In whom all the nations of the 
earth Jhould be blejfed. Therefore thofe that be- 
lieve in Chrift, and only thofe, are Abraham* s 
feed and heirs according to promife : For, 

Ver. 8. Tthey which are the children of the 
fe/h, thefe are not the children of God, but the 
children of the promife are counted for the 
feed. 

Ver, 9. For this is the word of promife, At 
this time will I come, and Sarah Jhall have a 
Jon : To whofe Line Chrift was promifed. 

Ver. 10. And when Rebecca alfo bad con- 
ceived, of two, by Ifaac \ 

Ver. 11. For the children not being yet 
born, neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpofe of God according to eleSiion 
might ft and, not of works, but of him that 
calleth -, 

Ver. 12. It was faid unto her, The elder 
Jhall Jerve the younger. 

Ver. 13. As it is written, Jacob have I 
loved, and Efau have I hated. 

In thefe Verfes is fhewn God's Choice of 
Jacob the Son of Ifaac, that from his Loins 
fhould proceed the promifed Meflias, but 
not from Efau's. This is therefore God's 
Election of Jacob before he was born, to 
give him the Preference, which is to be un~ 
Berftood only as a temporal Advantage, ,and 

which 
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which indeed he enjoy'd accordingly ; for he 
got both the Birthright and Bleffing. This 
Ele&ion therefore, or Choice, which God 
made of Jacob rather than of Efau, onlyre- 
fpedted his temporal Profperity, and the Pro- 
miie of Chrift from his Family ; but not a 
total Rejection of Efau with refpeft to a fu- 
ture State : So that when God is faid to love 
Jacob, and hate Efau, 'tis only a compara- 
tive Way of fpeaking ; and the Word hate 
can only fignify lefs Love fhew'd to Efau in 
refpedt of temporal Privileges : Thus was 
Jacob faid to love Rachel and hate Leah; 
which could certainly fignify no more than 
,, lefs Love for her; and becaufe he had an 
extraordinary Love to Rachel, his fmall Love 
to Leah was comparatively counted Hatred. 
As to fpiritual Advantages, and the Happi- 
nefs of a future State, I make no doubt Efau 
had an equal Right with Jacob •, and as for 
the Expreffion, that Efau found no place of 
repentance, tho 9 he fought it carefully with 
tears, it is plain, that it refpe&s only the 
Irrecoverablenefs of his Birthright, which 
had entitled Jacob and his Pofterity to the 
fruitful Land of Canaan ; whereas the Do- 
minions of Efau and his Pofterity were the 
barren Mountains of Mount Seir. 

Ver. 14. What fhall we fay then, Is there 
unrighteoufnejs with God? God forbid. 

That is, God may juftly beflow his tem- 
poral Bleffings on whom he pleafes; for he 

certainty 
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certainly beft knows when to beftow them, 
and upon whom y and what Ufe will be made 
of them ; and fince our fpiritual Welfare is 
the chief End of our Beings, and what God 
chiefly aims at, we ought not to conceive 
God ads unjuftly. 

Ver. 15. For he faith to Mofes y I mil have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy , and I will 
have compq/Jum on whom I will have compaffion. 

At this time Mofes had been pleading the 
yews Prerogative and fpecial Title to his Fa- 
vour, when God through their Rebellions 
had threatned their Deftru&ion, faying, Let 
me alone y that I may dejtroy them in a mo- 
ment. Now Mofes hereupon argues, that he 
could not deftroy them but be guilty of the 
Breach of his Promifes to Abraham^ Ifaac, 
and Jacob ; and therefore, notwithftanding 
their Rebellions, he was bound to be merci- 
ful to them in the moft peculiar manner. 
The Jews alfo in Difpute with the Apoftle 
feem to make thefe Reafonings their Defence 
againft complying with any other DMpenfe- 
tion than the Mofaic ; and that on account 
of the Privileges of their Parentage, God 
could hot juftly remove his Mercies from 
them, td beftow them upon any other Na- 
tion or People : Wherefore the Cafe being 
alike in the Reafoning of Mofes with God, 
and the Jews with the Apoftle, the Apoftle 
quotes God's Anfwer as iufficient to remove 
their Dependence upon their Defcent and 

Parentage \ 
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Parentage -, I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy y and I will have compajfion on 
whom I wilt have companion \ that is; My 
Mercies are not fo confin'd to them, if they 
be rebellious, as to preferve them from my 
Juftice: ] have Mercy in Store for other 
Nations as well as they, even for all that fear 
me ; and can juftly punifli the Rebellions of 
£hofe with whom my Covenant is eftablifh'd, 
an4 fhew Mercy to thofe that fear me, of 
vhat Generation or Nation foever : As the 
Blelfcd Virgin very well explains it, His 
mercies are on them that fear him throughout 
all generations. 

Ven 16. So then it is not of him that wiU 
leth y or of him that runneth », but of God that 
Jhewetb mercy. 

In the Explication of this Text, I fhall 
make ufe of the Words of a learned Divine 
of my Acquaintance, viz. 

" Here is a plain Reference to the Cafe 
€ « of Abraham^ Ifaac, and Efau. Abraham 
€< willed that the Bleflings to be derived to 
€C Mankind by Chrift, whb was to defcend 
*- c from his Loins, fhould come by Ifmaeh, 
<c and Ifaac willed 2^6. intended the Bleffing 
" for Efau ; and Efau ran to get the Veni- 
" fon, and to obtain the Bleffing: But fince 
« € temporal Bleffings are the Donation of 
« c God, who beftows them as he pleafes, 
<c and this in particular was purely an AOl 
v of God's Favour, who^ appointed Jacok 

<c to 
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t€ to be the Perfon who fhould receive it ; 
" therefore, in Allufion hereto, the Apoftle 
" fays this Blefling is not of or from him 
04 that willeth, as Abraham or Ifaac, who 
€C willed as above ; nor of or from him that 
" runneth, as Efau did; but of or from God 
" that fheweth Mercy, or beftows his tem- 
" poral Bleflings as he thinks fit:" 

Ver. 17. For the fcripture faith unto Pha- 
raoh >, Even for this fame purpofe have I raifed 
thee up, that I might Jhew my power in thee, 
and that my name might be declared through- 
out 'all the earth. 

Ver. 18. Therefore hath he mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he will be 
hardeneth. 

This Inftance of God's Dealing with Pha- 
raoh the Apoftle brings in as an Example of 
(God's Juftice and Judgments upon a conti- 
nued Rebellion and Difobedience, whereby 
Men may bring themfelves into fuch a 
harden'd State, through their own Fault, 
that all the Means whether of Mercies or 
Judgments are thrown away upon them : 
And fuch a State he look'd upon many of 
his Brethren the Jews to be, at leaft, in 
Danger of, if not altogether irreclaimable ; 
as was alfb the Cafe of Jerujalem, when our 
Saviour beheld it and wept over it, faying, 
If thou hadfi known, even thou, at leajl in ~ 
this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
feace; but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

By 
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By which it appears, that by a long Courfe 
of Difobedience and Rebellion a Man m^y 
fin paft his Day of Grace, and / be fo far 
harden'd that neither Mercies nor Judgments 
will reclaim him, fo that he may provoke 
God to withdraw from him the Strivings of 
his Spirit; for his Spirit jhall not always 

Jirive with man : Wherefore St. Paul gives 
iiich of the Jews a Caution (whom he hop'd 
were yet reclaimable) in this Inft&nce of 
Pharaoh, who being harden'd thro* a Courfe 
of continued Wickednefs, and become irre- 
claimable, God chufes him as a fit Inftru- 
ment, pot only to fhew him his Power, 
whofe Authority he had fo long defpis'd, but 
alfo to make him an Example to all the 
Earth ; which Example the Apoftle willeth 
the Jews to remember, left God fhould al- 
fo, by tljieir continued Rebellions and Refift- 

. ances of the Methods of their Salvation, 
make them alio the like terrible Examples of 
his Juftice and Judgments. 

Not that God intentionally harden'd Pha- 
raoh, even in the Judgments that he fent 
upon Egypt, and by the Removal of them ; 
but foreseeing what Effedts thefe Judgments 
and Mercies would have upon him, God 
therefore foretels Mofes the Events of them, 
when he fays to Mojes, I will harden Pba- 
raotis heart, or permit it to be fo harden'd, 
that he Jhall not let IJraelgo : So that it is as 
if he had faid, I know that the Means 5 
E fhail 
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fliall ufe with Pharaoh, through his own 
Abufe, will harden his Heart fo that he will 
not let Ijrael go. Wherefore, as there are 
fome fuch Obje&s of his Juftice and Dif- 
pleafure, that have by a long Couffe of Dif- 
obedience and Rebellion excluded themielves 
from Mercy, does it follow that he fliall 
have Mercy upon none ? And becaufe the 
Jews may be caft off upon the aforefaid Ac- 
count, fhali not the Gentiles receive Mercy 
that accept of its Offers ? Yes, certainly, if 
the Jews refufe the Offers of his Mercy in 
Chrift, and the Gentiles accept them, he 
will have Mercy on the one, and muft ne- 
eefferily leave the other to a harden'd cor- 
rupt Will. Thus has he mercy on whom be 
will have mercy y and whom he will be bar* 
denetb. 

■ Ver. 19. T'hou wilt fay then unto me> Why 
doth he yet find fault ? for who bath refilled 
bis will? qr, as fome tranflate it, JVbe bath 
difobefd bis law ? 

Now the Nature of this Obje&ion, which 
the Apoftle forefees would be readily made 
dgainft him, may be this $ If God has fet 
up a new Diipenfation, which neither we 
nor our Fathers were acquainted with, unto 
\vhich alone he has promifed to fhew Mer- 
cy, what becomes of the Privileges and Ad- 
vantages of the Covenant made with our 
Fathers, which we were born Heirs to, and 
therefore rc 1 y upon ? And if God rejedt us 

for 
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for this, becaufe we will not accept of new 
Terms, which our Fathers knew not, how 
can he find fault with us, who keep clofe to 
the Law and the Covenants formetly deli- 
vered to them ? with refpeft to which how 
or wherein have we difobey'd his Law, or 
refifted .his Will? \ 

In Anfwer to this Objection, the Apoftle 
in the next Verfe endeavours to filence all 
liich Cavils, by {hewing, that God, who 
formed us, has the fole Power of governing 
us, and giving lis fitch Laws, as are only con- 
fident with his own Wifddm, and tend to 
our Happinefs if we be governed by them, 
and to our Deftrudtion if we refill and difo- 
bey them. 

Ver. 2(3. Nay, but, O Man, who art thou 
that replieft agaiqfl God? Shall the thing 
formed fay to him that formed it , Why haft 
thou made me thus ? 

V$r. 21. Hath not the potter power over 
the clay, of the fame lump to make one vejel 
.to honour, and another to difhonour ? 

Thus by a familiar Example of the Pot- 
ter's Power over and Proceedings with his 
Clay; the Apoftle maintains God's Right of 
proceeding with his Creatures : In which he 
alludes to the Prophet Jeremiah's being fent 
down to the Potter's Houfe, where the Pro- 
phet obferves a Work upon the Wheel ; *and 
the vejfel that be made of clay was marred in 
E 2 the 

* Jcr. xviii. I, — 6. 



68 Of Eleftion and Reprobation. 

the hand of the potter $ Jo he made it again 
another vejfel, as feemed good to the potter to 
make it. Then the word of the Lord came to 
the prophet, fay ing> O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I 
do with you as this potter f faith the Lord : 
behold^ as the clay is in the potter's hand, Jo 
are ye in my hand, O houfe of IJrael. 

Thus it is certain, as the Potter has Power 
of the fame Lump of Clay, to make one 
Veflel to Honour and another to Difhonour^ 
that for his own Benefit he will endeavour 
to make it all into VefTels of Honour, being 
moft for his Advantage $ and therefore will 
not defignedly make any of it into Veflels to 
Difhonour : But if in the forming of it, it 
fhould break on the Wheel, and thereby 
fruftrate his Purpofe, that he cannot make 
it fiich a Veflel as he defign'd, he muft then 
turn it into fiich a Veflel as it will make: 
And thus if ye Jews, by wilful Difobedi- 
ence, fruftrate God's Defign in making you 
Veflels to Honour, fo that hereupon he un- 
willingly, as the Potterj turns you into Vef- 
•fels to Difhonour, How can you then afk, 
Why God has made you thus? The Anfwer is 
plain, Becaufe ye would be no better Vet- 
fels. 

The remaining Part of this Chapter is con- 
tinued in the fame Vindication of God's Pro- 
ceedings with the Rebellious and the Obe^ 
dient, whether Jews or Gentiles j as in 

Ver. 
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Ver. 22. What if God 'willing to Jhew 
bis wrath, and to make his power known, en- 
dureth with much long-fujfering the veffels of 
wrath fitted for dejtru&ion ? 

Ver. 23. And that he might make known 
the riches of his glory on the veffels of mercy, 
which be had afore prepared unto glory ? 

Ver. 24. Even us, whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but alfo of the Ge?itiles. 

Here is an Allufion to the 17th Verfe, 
concerning God's' raifing up Pharaoh as an 
Objedt of his Wrath and Difpleafure, thro' 
his wilful Difobedience $ on whom, there- 
fore, he had determined to make his Power 
kntfwn { and therefore, after he was fitted 
for Deftru&ion, God fuffers him ftill to re- 
main in full Power and kingly Authority, 
till a fit Opportunity to exert his Wrath up- 
on him, thereby to make him a terrible Ex- 
ample to all the Earth. And hereby ought 
the Jews to take Warning, that they con- 
tinued not in their Oppofition of the glori- 
ous Difpenfation of the Gofpel, left God ^ 
fhould hereby, tho' »he ftill forbears them, 
make them the like dreadful Examples of 
his Juftice and Judgments. And as his 
Wrath is fhewn on the Difobedient, fo is > 
his Mercy fhewn on the Obedient, on whom. ^ 
he makes known the Riches of his Glory ; 
as on the Ifraelites, Deliverance from Egyp-* 
tian Bondage; who, notwithftanding, were t 
many of them, for their future Revolts, made 

E 3 the 
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the Monuments of his Wrath and Ven~ 
geancc ; fo that, as it follows in the laifc cited 
Verfe, his Mercies are (hewn on the Obedi- 
ent, whether yews or Gentiles : Even us y 
whom he hath called \ not of the yews only> but 
alfo of the Gentiles. 

Ver. 25. As he faith alfo in OJee, I will 
call them my people which were not my people ^ 
and her beloved which was not beloved. 

Ver, 26. And it pall come to pafs y that in 
the place where it was faid unto them. Ye are 
not my people \ there jhall they be called the 
children of the living God. 

In thefe and the following Verfes, the 
Apoftle quotes the Prophet's Prediction of 
the Calling of the Gentiles^ or of their Ac- 
ceptation of the Gofpel, and many of the 
yews rejecting it : For, 

Ver. 27. Efaias alfo cryetb concerning Is- 
rael '; Tbo* the number of the children ofljrael 
be as the fand of the fea % a remnant Jhall be 
faved. 

Now what becomes of the Do&rine of 
Election and Reprobation, in the Senie of 
feme Men ? The yews, who were the only 
People with whom God had eftablifhM his 
Covenants (and might therefore be expected 
to be the only People of God), and if any 
had been particularly elected to future Re- 
wards, it muft have been them; who might, 
if any, have expected an irrefiftible Power 
to force their Obedience, in order to render 

them 
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them acceptable to himfelf ; yet you fee that 
their Obedience or Difobedience was theifl 
own Choice, elfe they had never deviated io 
far from God's Will, as out of fuch vaft 
Numbers, ofcly a Remnant would comply 
with the Means of God's Mercies in Chriifc 
Upon this Account, therefore, God had de-* 
termincd to bring a fwift Deftru&ion upoii 
iuch as, by a wilful Refufal and Difobedi- 
«Ke of his ofler'd Mercies, fhould make 
ihemfelves the Veflels of his Wrath. 

Ver. 28. For he will Jinijh the nwrk, and 
cut if Jhort in rigkteoujhiji, beeaufe ajhort 
*mrk 'mil the Lord make ufM- the earth. 

A Predi&ion of the foccee&ng DeftiH- 
i&ion, of Jerujalem, which he before waitfd 
thertj of by the Example of Pharaoh, /jhift 
hit might, i£ poflible, hereby declaim forne^ 
and leave the ttfc without BxcAfe, > 

» Ver. 29, And as Efaias Jaid i^for^ ' Bot~ 
cept thi * Lor<&>6f&k rfalbaofh had left u$4 
feed, we had been 'a*Sodoma> and? been: modi 
ilkiwito GomrrhA. C 

3Fhus had it fcc*be*A f(# ^ £e^^ighteoif«i 
t&e Wicfexteefs of the Cb*ldrei\, of Iffud 
had equal'd that of the Sodomites, and drawil 
dow» upon themfelves the like : Ptoiifh- 
rnents. ■ * 

Ver. 30. What jkall we fay then? thai fbt 
Gentiles, which fohrwed not after righfeouf 
tiejs, have attain a to righteoujkeft, even the 
rigbteoitjkefs which- . s of faith : 

E 4 Vert 
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Ver. 31. But Jfrael y which followed after 
the law of rigbteoujhejs, hath not attained to 
the law of righteoujhefs. 

Here is fhewn why the Gentiles were 
accepted, namely, becaufe they received the 
pffer'd Mercies of Chrift, in believing him 
to be the true Meflias and Saviour of the 
World, and fiibmitting to his righteous Laws 
and Precepts, which is ftiPd the Righteouf- 
nefs which is of Faith : But the Jews, which 
trailed to the Works of the Law, and 
fought not this Righteoufnefs which is by 
Faith, came fhort of the true Righteoufnefs 
whereby Salvation is attainable, there being 
no other name under heaven whereby we can 
befaved y but that of Chrift 5 and they, ha-* . 
' ying had the Opportunities of hearing his 
Doctrines and feeing his Miracles, muft be 
certified of the Divinity of his Miffion ; but 
becaufe he fiiited not their carnal Interefts, 
they preferred the World and its Interefts 
before his Crofs and future Rewards. 

Ver. 32. Wherefore? Becaufe they fought 
it not by faiths but as it were by the works of 
the law $ for they fumbled at that ftumbling- 
Jtone. 

Ver.. 33. As it is written^ Behold I lay in 
Sion a jlumbling-jlone and rock of offence ; 
<md whofoever believeth in him fhall not be 
ajhamed. 

Now becaufe of the mean Figure our Sa- 
viour made ii* the World, the Jews took 

. Offence 
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Offence at him, and he became to them a 
Stumbling-ftone j fof they imagin'd, as they 
would have had it, that he fhould have come 
amongft them as a potent and powerful Mo- 
narch, to have freed them from the Roman 
Yoke, and to have fubdued all Nations unto 
them : For what the Prophets had foretold 
concerning his fpiritual Kingdom, they 
(through their Carnality) mifinterpreted as 
relating to a temporal one $ and would not 
therefore look upon the Predictions of his 
temporal Meannefs and Sufferings to belong 
to him. Thus becaufe he did not gratify 
their Defires in thefe Expectations, the^fore 
he became to them ^.jlumbling-jlone and rock 
of offence ; yet notwithftanding, wbofoever 
believeth in him Jh all not be ajhamed> whether 
yew or Gentile. 

And now I hope it will appear to all im- 
partial Readers, that there is no fuch thing 
as an abfolute perfonal Eledtion or Repro-I 
bation, or God's determining our Happinefs 
or Mifery in a future State without refpeft to 
our own Adtions, which are in our own 
Choice, and not forc'd nor neceflitated ; for 
if they were, as fome reprefent, then were 
they neither punifhable nor rewardable. 

Now as this Interpretation is agreeable to 
the infinite Mercy and Goodnefg of God, 
and does not clafh with the reft of the Scri- 
ptures s fo the Maintainers of the contrary 

Notions 
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Notions have involv'd thernfelves in ftrange 
Inconveniencies and Pefplexities ; and being 
unable to extricate themjfelves, have been 
forced to refolve all at laft into the Decrees 
of God, thus making his Decrees a SajwStion 
to every A&ion whether right or wrong ; to 
fiippdrt which Notion they force in the aoth 
Verfe of this Chapter : Nay y but> O Man, 
who art thou that replieft againft God? Shalt 
the thing formed Jay to him that formed it, 
Why haft thou made me thus ? But the true 
Intent and Meaning of thefe Words having 
been before explain'd, I need not here re- 
peat it - I would only here obferve, that in 
'the Interpretation of fueh Places of the Scri- 
ptures as are dark and difficult to be under- 
flood, they fhould be carefol not to contra- 
dict thofe that. are plain and obvious y "for if 
thofe that are plain and eafy fuffer by any 
Interpretations of thofe that are dark and ob- 
fcure, then we may aflure our felves that fiich 
Interpretations are falfe and not to be admit- 
ted. The Warning which St. Peter gives 
may very well deferve their Attention : For 
fpeaking particularly of his beloved Brother 
Paufs Epiiiles, he fays, there arefonw things 
bard to be ujiderjlood, which they that are un- 
learned and unftable wreji y afthey do alfo the 
other fcriptures y to their owndeftraBion. 

Let us not therefore preiume to charge 
God with fiich Decrees, as are no otherwife 
vindicable than only becaufe it is he that de T 

crees 



Of Ele&ion and Reprobation. 75 

crees them, as they themfelves allow ; De- 
crees that interfere with and contradid: his 
Attributes, and particularly his Juftice : But 
far be it from God to do -any thing that fhall 
have the leaft Appearance of Injuftice : But 
if the Doctrine of God's fore-ordaining of 
all things to come to pafs were to be admit- 
ted, I cannot fee which way the Maintain- 
ors hereof can do le& than make him the 
Author of att the Vice in the World, as well 
as Virtue : And fcow unaccountable a Being* 
muft fiich a one be, that firft occafions Evil, 
and then punifhes it ? Let us not therefore 
conceive fo unworthily of the Almighty, 
whofe Ways are all holy, juft, and good ; 
and doubtlels wiH appear fo, at laft, to alt 
the World : Whereas the contrary Notions 
are, as I have &id, highly derogatory to his> 
Divine Attributes, efpecially his Goodnefe 
and Juftice, and indeed, in the Senfe of 
ibme Men, blafphemous. Let us not iuffer 
them to enter into our Thoughts j let us re- 
ject them with that Abhorrence and Detefta^ 
tion they deferve. 

I have the longer infifted upon this, be-< 
caufe true Virtue and Religion have fufter'd 
fo much frbm the Propagation of this falfo 
Do£rine, of God's abfolute Ele&ion and 
Reprobation, without, any Regard to Men's 
Faith or Practice: For hence fome have 
imagin'd themfelves the only Eleft, both a- 
cmongft the Jews of old, and our modera 

Sefta- 
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Se&aries : Hence being puiPd up with fpiri- 
tual Pride, and looking upon others as re- 
jedted by God, they have therefore thought 
it no Crime to defpife them, believing that 
the Objects of his Scorn ought to be theirs 
alfo; that herein they fhould beft pleafe him 
by imitating his Example. Hence have pro- 
ceeded the barbarous and cruel Methods of 
Persecution exercis'd upon the Bodies of 
thofe they have thus concluded to be the 
Objects of God's Wrath, perfiiading them- 
fclves that hereby they have done God good 
Service \ for having firft, by thefe Notions,, 
brought themfelves to believe that God had. 
made the Souls of fome on purpofe to damn 
them, fo to pleafe him they would condemn 
and execute their Bodies. Now others again 
dreading the Confequences of thefe Dodxines, 
and being unable to form right Conceptions 
of God, and fearing too left they fhould be. 
of the Number he had predeftinated to 
Damnation, have hence fallen into a deep 
Melancholy and Defpair, and lived in a mi- 
ferable Condition, even in this Life, having 
(as theiy apprehended) no Encouragement to 
a6t in a religious way, fearing it would be to 
no purpofe, the abfolute Decrees of God 
concerning their future State, being, as fome 
have taught, fixed and unalterable, without 
any Regand to their Adtions. And hence it 
is that too many have not only attempted, 
but actually laid violent Hands upon them? 

felves J 



Of EleElion and Reprobation, fj 

felves, in order to get rid of the prefent Ter- 
rors and dreadful Apprehenfions thfy have 
felt within, and with which this rigid Do- 
ctrine had poffefs'd them. 

But now the clear Apprehenfions of God's 
Mercy and Juftice in his Dealings with his 
Creatures, are Efficient to- prevent all thefe 
pernicious Confluences, and to encourage 
us to make our Addreffes to him thro* Chriit, 
in all Cafes of our Wants and Exigencies. 
Let us then guard againft fuch unworthy 
Notions of God ; let us firmly believe that 
He is not willing that any jhould perijh, but 
that all Jhould be brought to repentance. The 
very Defign of Chrift's coming into the 
World, was to effedt our Salvation ; the End 
and Aim of all his Labours, and of his Apo- 
files, was for this Purpofe : His Religion is 
£o wifely calculated and adapted to promote 
the Happinefs of Men; which it mainly 
drives at, and to prevent their Mifery, that 
I would now perfiiade myfelf, I fhall need 
only to be very brief in the following 
Section. 
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'' SECT. VI. 

To .prove the Chrifiian economy the 
only true one. 

THAT Chrift was no Impoftor, but \ 
the true Meffias, is very evident from * 
the natural Tendency and Defigns of all Im- 
poftors, which were always to raife them- 
ielves worldly Efteem, and prefer themfelves , 
to worldly Grandeur and Honours ; whereas, 
on the contrary, Chrift never affe£feed the' 
Efteem of the World, nor its Honours and 
Advantages ; nor did he propagate his Gof- 
pel by any worldly Force, but in Oppolitioh 
to it; and by fuch Miracles as appeared to 
be divine, and have a divine Tendency ; in- 
ftilling no Principles into Mankind, but 
what were naturally calculated to the pro- : 
moting true Virtue and Happinefi : And af- ■ 
ter a Life of Perfecution and Tribulation, he 
fealed the Truth of his Dodxines by the 
Death on the Crofs, and according to his 
own Predictions, rofe again the Third Day, 
which is impoflible any Impoftor could do ; 
and is a Truth fo fully clear, that Chrift 
really did fo, that no Matter of Fadt in the 
World was ever better, if fo well, attefted : 
For can any Man imagine that thefe many 

Wit- 
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Witneflcs of it, to whom he had appeared, 
could have all agreed together to run violent- 
ly on their own Ruin and Deftruftion, 
merely to maintain a Lie ? For what could 
their Expectation in this World be ? What 
but Ignominy, Perfecution, and Death? 
And which they frequently fuSfer'd accord- 
ingly, though never dete&ed of any Fal£- 
hoods in the Propagation of this Dodxine, 
notwithstanding all the Attempts that were 
uSed.by their moft implacable Enemies, whd 
certainly had all the Advantages to have di£> "" 
cover'd the Cheat, if there had been any ; 
againft which they maintain'd this Truth, 
with the Views oilly of future Rewards, and 
valued not what temporal Disadvantages they 
met with, but couragioufly proceeded to 
promote the Intereft of ChriSl's fpiritual 
Kingdom, in Spite of all worldly Opposi- 
tion. 

Now can it be reafonably Siippofed, that 
any Number of Men in the World would 
thus unanimoufly agree in one Defign, with- 
out any Hopes but thofe of Futurity, unleSs 
they had all the Aflurance that could poffi* 
bly be given of the Truth of what they pro- 
pagated ? 

I might here add, that the antient Pro- 
phecies, concerning the Meifiah to come> 
were all fully accomplished in our Lord Je* 
Jks y together with their refpe&ive Circum* 
fiances : But thefe being largely Shewn by 

feveral 
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feveral Authors, who have profefledly wrote 
upon that Subject, 'tis needlefs for me to re^ 
peat them. 

I might alfo obferve befides that moft 
convincing Evidence of his Refiirre&ion, his 
vifible Afcenfion, and the wonderful Defcent 
of the Holy Gbojt, empowering his unlearn- 
ed Difciples to fpeak all Sorts of Languages, 
and to perform divers Miracles, as he him- 
fclf did ; all which leave no room for any 
Doubt or Scruple of his being the true Mef- 
fias y that fhould come to fave Mankind, and 
to bring them to Immortality. 



SECT. VIL 

Religion and Virtue recommended. 

AN D now from the Whole it appears, 
that we have all the Encouragements 
we can defire or expedt, to be virtuous and 
religious, fince the Pradtice leads to fiich glo- 
rious Rewards. Let us therefore look upon 
Vice in "its true Deformity, m and upon Virtue 
in its true Lovelinefs and Beaijty, and then 
make our Choice of that whicn offers the 
better Rewards. Vice can offer nothing but 
the prefent Gratifications of the fenfual Ap- 
petite, and leaves behind it nothing but a 

guilty 
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juiity terrified Confciencej and expofes thef 
^a^Sfeifer thereof to endlefs Horror and De* 
tra&ion : But Virtue offers Peace and Tran- 
quility of Mind in all the Affairs and Oc- 
urrences of this Life* with a full and fatis- 
\Qxxy Completion of all the Defires and 
Expectations of the Soul in a future State to 
11 Eternity. And now the vaft Difpropor-* 
ion of thefe Offers, one Would think, would 
fc iufficient to determine every one's Choices 
?or what ha& Vice in it to recommend it- 
elf? Will the pflefent Gratifications of a 
fcnfual Appetite tfeedmpenfe the future Ter- 
mors and Torments that tvill attend it ? Will 
t> O Man, enable thee to bear thy Suffav 
igs in a future State with Eafe and Pa- 
ence ? Will not the Remembrance of thy 
nfual Gratifications be an Addition to thy 
orments? Waff it not an Aggravation to 
tfwjfc Miferiefc, when Abraham had. him 
member that in the World he enjoy 'd his 
vdtbfagS) wheh he co&Id not obtain only 
*te Drop of Water to cool hfe Tongue? In 
kjb State there will not be the Gratification 
? any one fenfhal Defire, nothing that 
Lh be delightful or entertaining r Vke will 
«vt the Soul void of all true Satisfaction 
frcLHappinefs $ but Virtue will give it a Sa* 
tfadion that is Unbounded : And as the Sa- 
fe&ftion of our Defires is the main End and 
^n* of all our PUrfoits, and wfe think nd 
kins too much we can ufe to attain them - y 
\ F and 
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and a$ nothing fhort of the Enjoyment of 
God can yield a full Satisfaction to the De* 
fires of the Soul ; with what unwearied Di- 
ligence then fhould we purfue the eternal 
Concerns of it, in this fhort and uncertain 
Life, efpecially when we confider, that in 
doing fo we gratify every rational Deftre 
both of Body and Soul ? Then let us hot 
trifle with our Happinefs any longer $ let us 
not flatter our felves to our own eternal Un- 
doing ; let us now repent of all our Devia- 
tions from Virtue and Religion ; let us for 
the future make them our Choice; let us af- 
fure our felves we muft do this, or we can 
never obtain Mercy : Let us make no Delay 
in a Matter of fo vaft Importance, left, we 
come to wifh we had done it when it will 
be top late, and we are undone for ever : fo 
day if thou wilt bear bis voice, harden not 
thy heart *> affure thy felf that the longer 
thou accuftameft thy felf to Vice, the harder 
it will be to repent : Remember that an old 
habitual Sinner is liken'd in Scripture to the 
Ethiopian changing bis Skin, or the Leopard 
bis Spots, fo difficult is his Repentance* 
That fbme have obtained Mercy, by Re- 
pentance, in old Age, I will not go about 
to deny $ but then probably they' have been 
fuch as were before ignorant ot the Nature 
of Religion and Virtue,, and the Necefiity 
of Repentance : But without all Doubt, an 

early 
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fttfly Piety is the only fafe Foundation 
whereon to build our Hopes of future Hap-; 
pinefs 5 and for this Reafon it is judg'd very > 
neceflary to inculcate the Principles of Re- 
ligion to Children betimes, iq their Days of 
Innocency, and to guard thecal againft Vice 
and Profanenefs \ to inftil intd their Minds, 
the true Notions of God's Mercy and Good- 
nefs, with his Love to the Virtuous, and the 
Rewards he has laid up for them, and his 
Hatred of Vice, and the Punifhments that 
attend it ; to encourage them in every vir- 
tuous Adtion with Praife, and every vitious 
one to difcountenance. 

Whoever therefore has trifled away hii 
former Time, let him fbeedily return to a 
better Mind, and redouble his Diligence in 
the Way of Religion and Virtue : And tho* 
he may at firft meet wife a RelUiftafacy upon 
the Entrance of a religious Courfe, let him 
temember, that the longer he negle&s it, the 
greater will the Relu&ancy be. Wherefore 
now ftrive to overcome it, by leaving off thy 
Vitious Habits, always remembring that it 
will never be fo eafily done as now •, and if 
once thou overcomeft the Relu&ancy of this 
Entrance into a religious Life, thou wilt 
thenceforth confefs, that the ways of Chrijt 
are pkajantnefs, and that all bis paths are 
peace : For if we live agreeably to his Com- 
mands, we may then aflure our felves of his 
F 2f Favour, 
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Favour, and that he will at laft prefent us 
before his Heavenly Father (as the Purchafe 
of his Blood), and receive us into the hea- 
venly Jerufakm, there to celebrate the Praiies 
of our Blefled Creator and Redeemer, there 
to enjoy that Reji which remains for die. 
People of God. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

TH E Doctrine of our Bleffed Saviour's 
Divinity being, now-a-days, lb much 
contrbverted, and by many absolutely de-f 
nicd 5 I have thought it not improper to add 
idptiething to illuftrate my former Afiertion 
in toy PfcfcFACti, viz. That our bleffed Sa- 
viour is Co-eflential, Co-eternal, and Co- 
equal with the Father; and oarticularly, in 
th&t he was the Cceafot of all Things, and 
without him was not qwy thin^ made that was 
nidde, '-" from; which I oHerve, -that he was 
no Creature hirirfctf, becaufe without him wan 
fak atfy thing made that was made ; therefore 
fee was not made himfelf, except he could 
make himfelf, winch was impoffible : there^. 
fore he muft be a neceflary Being ; and if 
jieteflary, he miifr be eternal ; and if nece£- 
j&ry and eternal, he muft be independent; 
and therefore co-eflential, cOi-eternal, and 
co-equal with the Father ; Aftd as the Hofy 
Ghofl: is faid to be one with them, it can- 
F 3 not 
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not remain doubtful from Revelation, that 
ithefe Three conftitute the Unity of the Di- 
vine Nature and Perfections, whuch is a My- 
ft?ry above our moil exalted Comprehen- 
fions, as being above our fcanty and narrow 
Capacities in this State, as are many Secrets 
of his wonderful Works themfelves ; there- 
fore no Wonder that the Author of thefe 
Works himfelf, in his moft exalted Nature, 
ihould remain myfterious to us, as to his 
Being and Exiftence : But what he has 
^bought proper to reveal of himfelf, we 
pught to give opr Aflent and* Belief to, a$ 
being a Matter to exercife our Faith upon ; 
For if we believe nothing but what we can 
bring within the Compafs of our own Ca- 
pacities, and make demonstrable, there is no 
room for th? Exercife of Faith ; for what i§ 
felf-evident, remain; no longer thp Objed 
of Faith. 

But thofe, whofe Notions have led them 
$o a Difregard of the lacrcd Writings, and 
will believe nothing but what roav be dc- 
monftrated from the Nature and Reafon of 
Things, do hereby prevent themfelves frojn 
being wrought upon by any Argument? 
drawn frpjj* the Scriptures; and even thofe 
who will allow Divine Revelation amongft 
ibme of the Opponents of the Dodtrine of 
pur Blefled Saviour's Divinity, if they be 
pinfh'd with a Fear of Con virion thejpr 
;.' from^ 
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from, will call thofe Texts fpurious, which 
do evince what they do not chufe to believe: 
Thus the Denial of the Trinity leads feme 
Men to a Denial of the Authority of the fa- 
cred Writings. 

But if the Authority of the Texts above 
cited may be called in queftion ( tho' I am 
verily perfuaded myfelf of the Truth of 'em) 
yet that Chrift was God as well as Man, 
will appear from other plain Texts, the Au- 
thority of which is equally granted by all 
who'do allow of a Revelation : for whatever 
may be alledged of his attributing his Works 
to the Power of his Father, will appear to 
be only on the account of his Manhood, to 
preferve that neceflary Diftindfcion between 
the Divine Being and Human Nature. Thus 
when he faid, My Father is greater than J, 
this is to be underftood, that the Humart 
Nature he was cloathed with, was inferior 
to the Divine Being; for being cloathed 
with Human Nature, he had taken upon 
him the form ofajervant ; yet, with rcfpeA 
to his Divine Nature, be thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God. 

Did he not, as God, forgive Sins, which 
the Jews judged blaiphemoufe for a Man to 
offer? Did he not accept divine Adorations 
when paid him, which no good created Be- 
ing ever would ? For when St. John would 
have worfhipped the Angel, he charg'd him 
F4 he 
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beihould not do it, with this Reafon, lam 
thy felkrw-fervant*. And tho' Chrift took 
upon him the Form of a Servant as tQ his 
human Nature, and hereupon fometimes ex- 
prefles himfelf as a Man, yet we find again 
that at other times he exprefles himfelf ac- 
cording tq his Divine Nature, which prove* 
him to be both God and Man, even one 
Chrift, 

Thus when he was called Good M#fter t 
fcc anfwcr'd, Why callefi thou me pood, there 
is none Good bijt one, that is, God ? Now 
pur Bleffed Saviour was (hiftly Goo4 t as be- 
ing without Sin, neither was guile found in 
htm; Therefore he was Gop, as well «s 
Man. 

Now the Con&quences of believing Chrift 
to be no more than a Creature feem to be 
yery dangerous ; for as it leads to the Denial 
of any Satisfaction made by his Death anc) 
bufferings for the Offerees of his Creatures, fo 
} fear that as a created Being wa? incapably 
to make any, that he will be to thole whq 
believe him to be no other than a create^ 
Being t ,no more than they believe him to be$ 
and a* no created Being could do any more 
than perform its own Duty to its Creator, 
and was therefore incapable to make Satis-, 
fa&ion (upon any Terms) for the Offences 
pf any other Beings, fo thpfe who will be* 
5 UevQ 

* H$v, xxii. % 
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lieve him to be no more than a created Be* 
ing, may not expert any Satisfaction made 
by him for their Offences. And forafmuch 
as he requires in very many repeated In- 
junctions, that our Belief of him fhould be 
proportionable to the Worth of his Divine 
Perfon, fo the contrary Perfuaiion muft be 
very dangerous to thoie who have the Bene- 
fit of his Divine Revelation : For if Repent- 
ance and good Works perfbrm'd by us could 
have atoned for our many a&ual Tranfgre£ 
fions, - without that Satisfaction made by 
Chrift in the Flefh, who can imagine that 
he would have undergone fuch Indignities 
and Death on the Crofe, to purchaie that 
for us that we might have enjoy'd without 
them? 

Does not this Opinion fbmewhat reprefent 
the Cafe of the Jews, who went about to 
eftabKfh a Righteoufhefs of their own, which 
yvas not of Faith> hixt as it were by the 
Wocks of the Law ? For hereby the Au- 
thority of the Sacred Writings is undermin'd, 
with the very Foundation bf the Chriftian 
Revelation, and the Benefits of Chrift's O** 
bedience, Death, and Sufferings : So that by 
iubftituting Natural inftead of Reveal'd Re* 
ligion, all Religion is brought into Anarchy 
and Confufion $ and fo far as this prevails, 
jqptoft overthrow the very Defign of Chrift's 
Appearance in the Fle(h f and be the Fore* 

runner 
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To Her Mosi* 



Sacred and Excellent Majesty 

Qyeeri CAROLINE 



May it pkafe Tour Mqjejiy, 

AV I N G found that my 
former Volume of Philo- \ 
fophical Meditations has 
met with a more general 
Acceptance amongft Your Sacred Ma~ 
jelly's Subjecls by the Honour I re- 
ceived from the Patronage of His 
Grace the Duke of Devon/hire^ I 
A a humbly 
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humbly offer my Second Volume to 
Your Moft Excellekt'^Majeft/s Ar> 
probation ; aflurihg ftrflelf, that Your 
Majefty's gracious Acceptance of it 
will give it that Force and Influence 
which thro' the Meannefs of my Gir- 
cumftances it muft neceflarily have: 
been deprived of; tjecaufe. in the ge- 
neral Efteem of the World, the Au- 
thor's outward Condition commonly 
adds to, or diminimes from, the Va- 
lue of his Works ; which Inconveni-. 
tfnce of an Author's Meannefs can on- 
ly be remov'd by the Patronage of 
fuch upon whom depends the Expe- 
ctation of the Nation's Tranquillity, 
and who have a Goodnels equal to 
their Greatnefs, and look upon Truth 
and Reafon impartially from whom- 
ibeyer they come : Which being moft 
confpicuous in Your Majefty's Royal, 
Perfon, by whom, under God, in 
Concert with His Moft Excellent Ma- 
jefty King George the Second, we of 
thefe Kingdoms enjoy the greatcft 
JBleflJngs of any. Nation upon Earth, 

(I uSeak 
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(I fpeak it feelingly^; therefore cannot 
doubt but a Work , defign'd for the 
Encouragement of Religion and Vir- 
tue will meet with Your Gracious 
Majeifty's kind Reception and Appro- 
bation ; b y which it will receive that 
reflecting Luftre from Your Majefty's 
illuminating Rays, that my Perfor- 
mances will. mine, with a borrowed 
Light, thro* Your Molt Sacred Ma- 
jefty's Dominions : So mall they much 
better anfwer my End and Defign^ 
who deiire to be as ufeful a Member 
.of this Community as my Attain- 
ments will admit me ; who am, 

Moft Gracious Sovereign, 
Tour Majcf.fs 
Mojl Obedient ', 
Moft Dutiful, and 
Loyal* Subject, 



Benjamin Parker* 





THE 

PREFACE, 

T laft Volume of Philofbphical 
Meditations having met with 4 
I general Acceptance in the Wor$ % 
and I hope in fome meafure an- 
Jwerd my Defign and Defire in 
promoting Religion ana Virtue; I am hereby 
encouraged to prefefit the World with fome fur- 
ther ufcful Curiofities both entertaining andprth 
fit able y being Meditations derived from a fe- 
date Contemplation and Improvement of fuch 
ufeful Works, as I have formerly had the Hap- 
pinefs of reading andperufing. . 

I have carefully avoided forming any Philof^ 
phicalHypothefes ffrat will not bear a Scriptural 
Sen/e, or interpreting any objcure Places in the 
Scriptures to clajh or interfere nbith thofe that 
are plain Snd eafy to be underftood% being well 
qftir'd, that that Divine Spirit which direct- 
ed their Compojures cannot be intonfiflent with 
itfelf whatever the Interpreters of them have 
been; who fome of them, thro* Partiality, or 
Views of private Interejl, or AffeSiatioh toftdfe 
Opinions, or out of Compliment to their own 

A 4 or 
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6r others Errors, may have mifreprefaited the&\ 
ail which I have avcidkd )u)itb the utmoft •###» 
cerity and Impartiality, and have endeavoured 
to treat upon each SubjeSt tnjucb manner as, I 
judge, will aljb agree to right Reafon. 

And here it may no f be amifs to addfomething 
io the Contents of the following Difcourfes. . - .- 

Our fir ft Parents by attempting a Refent- 
hlance of God in Knowledge, by an Aft ofDif . 
obedience, found afterwards, to their Shame 
end Sorrow, that they had loft the Refemblance 
of him in Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs, 
and became debas'd by attempting to exalt 
them/elves; for by the Knowledge they gairid of 
Evtl, fo much they loft, of their firft Pu- 
rity and Innocence, and became in part igno- 
rant of the true and divine Knowledge in which 
their Happinefs chiefly confifled; and could nqt 
ie recovered but by that divine Light, that pro- 
mijed Seed of the Woman, that Jhould conduSl 
our Feet again into the Way of Re ace: For as 
it was not of Malice that our firft Parents 
franfgr'efjed againft God, but by a Stratagem of 
the Devil, therefore God in mercy promifes to 
Mankind a Redeemer to.ranfom them from the 
jfaws of their Deceiver, Jince there was a- 
Po/ftbility of their Recovery; which had there 
not been, I doubt not but the Runijhment of 
Death would have been immediately infii&ed 
upon them, and thereby a Stop put to any future t 
Pofterity to be derivdfrom them ; as is plain, 
I think i from Gods manner of proceeding with 
their future Race, when there appeared no 

Footfteps 
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Feotfteps left of Hopes of Recovery from incca> 
rigible Wickednefs, I mean bis Overthrow of 
ihe Old World by Water y (2nd Sodpm and Go- 
inorrah by Fire, and hjs Command of the utter 
DefiruBion of the Cana^ijites, becaufe they 
had flPd up the Meafure of their Iniquities; 
with his Deliverance of the rebellious Ifraelius 
into Captivity, and the mojl remarkable De- 
ft niftion of the Temple and City of Jerufalem, 
the Hiftory of which is not to be paralleled, be- 
caufe of their inveterate Oppojition to the glo- 
rious Difpenfation of the 6ofpel, by the pro- 
mised Seed of the Woman to bruife the Serpent's 
Head; who from the Time of that Promife be- 
came a Light again to the World, to guide all 
Men, who were not wanting to themjelves, into 
the Way of Peace; fa that they who enjoy' d not 
the Revelation of that Light, for want of true i 
Tradition, and bad only a fmall, imperfeB r \ 
and uncertain Notion of it, yet the Declarati* \ } 
on of Future Rewards and Puni/hments was a \ . 
Voice that reactid the Ends of the Earth, arid ' ., 
Chrijl was a Light within, and a Monitor to 
fill that came into the World, to give them at 
leajl a Confcioyjnefs of their ABions, which 
would accufe or excufe them, according to which 
they jhoula jland or fall in Judgment. And as 
God will expeft no more from any than accor* 
ding to what he entrufieth them with, Jo tkofe 
who have God's Will deqlar'd to them in the 
Scriptures have a vajl Addition to this inward 
Light, and mujl therefore be accountable accor* 
dingly. And yet we fee many amongfi us, who 

will - 
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will choofe the Works of. Darknefs in the midft 
of this Light \ which mufi needs be a great Hin- 
drance to the entertaining and fpreading of it 
where it is wanted; when even Jo much Ignorance 
prevails amongfi us y that many would dijown 
in them/elves a Freedom of Will, that they 
might thereby charge all. their Attions upon Fa- 
tal Neceffity, after fo many Affurances that God 
has Jet before us Good and Evil, and offered 
them to our Choice, with Promifes annex 9 d to 
the one y and T'hreatnings pronounced againjt the 
other. And if our Affions were not at our 
own Choice \ why are we c alt d upon and invited, 
to be virtuous, when all Calls and Entreaties 
itijuch a Cafe would be but vain Mockeries and 
' Infults over tboje who could not comply witbjuch 
Offers of Mercy ? But how Jiicbjlupid Ignorance 
can prevail amongjl us (which I think the very 
Heathens would be ajham'd to profefs) I am at 
a Lofe to imagine. 

I doubt not but even tbo/e, who would main- 
tain the Fatality of ABions y if fome confidera- 
ble Reward Jhould be offer 'd them upon the Per- 
formance ofjucb orjuch an Aftion, would find 
in themfelves a free Will to perform it, (if it 
was not an ImpoJJibility,) thd fome Difficulty 
Jhould attend the doing if it. If they Jhould an- 
fwer that the ProfpeB qf % the Reward was a 
.By q/s to the NeceJJity of the ASiion ; then I 
would ajk why the Promifes of the Gofpel do 
not lay the fame, nay a greater Conflraint upon 
our Adlions, whereby to obtain the Promifes 
thereof! If you anfwer that theft Rewards you 

have 
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'have not fio much the prefent .Experience of j then " 
it is plain that your own Wills are corner ri din 
the Choice ofyourABions ; for you can command 
them in what you judge will bring you in a 
prefent Benefit l ; and jhall not the Obligations 
we are under for the Concerns of Eternity lay a 
greater Conftraint upon them than the ProfpeSi 
of tranfitory Enjoyments ? J am Jure if world- 
ly Views can conflrain our AStions, much 
more ought fpirituab, and I doubt not but they 
wilt, where there is not exercis'd a firong Re- 
finance to the Spirit of God a£ling upon the in- 
ward Dijpofition of the Soul. 

Here are others who call them/elves Chrifti- 
ans, and count themfelves, (by fome inward ih j>.. 
Marks) of the Number of Gods Eledi, andxf :: 
attend the Worfhip and Service of God; yet out ; J \ • 
tfafeeming Humility {thd the Bottom is Self** : 
Arrogance) will difclaim a Freedom of their onion : 
ABions, that they may afcribe all the Glory t$ 
God, as they pretend, when indeed they are the 
very Perfons that rob him of it, tho y hereby 
they feem to difclaim all Worthinefs in them* 
Jelves, being carried on in their good Anions, 
as they humbly corfefs^ by an Impulfe ofNeceJfi- 
ty* 

I allow that we ought and are bound to give 
God the Glory of ourgodd Actions, not becauje 
Gonfirairid, but that he has put it in our Power 

to 

* And therefore a Slip or Mifcarriage is but a nfcefary Failing 
attending them, permitted with a Defign to fhew them their 
•wn Weakadiand.to k^tiemhumbk, - '•' j 
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to aSi well y thro' ^ Grace he is willing, tbrd 
Cfyrifi, to bejlffWQnMtly who do not wilfulty're- 
jeB it-, for if it was only confined to a few, then 
could it not be free Grace, but partial, which 
contradicts his Attributes and Declarations of 
his Impartiality. 

I further allow, that when we have done aH t 
we can, we muft acknowledge our Jelves unprofi- 
table Servants-, for our Services only can. profit 
our Jelves, and therefore mufi be AEtsof our 
own -, for doing all we can, cannot imply do- 
ing all we are fore'd, but mufi fignify an AB 
in our own Power, and in which it was our 
Choice or Freedom to be more or lefs indufirious; 
Jo that no Confiraint is laid upon our A&ions* 
How unchrifiian then is it for any to be- 
lieve that they only, with a few of their Fra- 
ternity, are difiinguijh'd with the Favour of 
God, and the refl of the World reje£led, dejpisd, 
contemn' d, and reprobated thro 9 a fatal Neceffir 
ty of finning 5 as if the Happinejs of Heaven 
would confifi in beholding the Cruelties exer- 
cised upon the unfortunate Fatality of Wretches 
deftin'd to unavoidable Mijery. 

'This is certainly fo far "from being the Voice 
of the Golpel, that it is the Device of the De- 
vil, and they who maintain it may dread being 
in his Snare*, and tho' he tempted our firfi Pa- ■ 
rents with the ProfpeB of Knowledge, be is 
hereby attempting to lull thefe afieep in Igno-^ 
ranee, Ignorance indeed of the deepefl kjndl 
\ohichjo blinds the Eyes, as to make Men infenn 
fible of the Freedom of their own Anions I and 



P R E S A S E. xiji 

w&itf IJhould not have imagined could have pre - 
vaiPd in the World, had J not been too much 
an Ear-WitnefsofthuDoSirine's Propaga* 
tion! 

And as' I have engaged my Pen in the De~ 
fence of Truth, and defire to promote the Spi-* 
ritual Good of Mankind, I have one thing to 
obferve as too common an Error among f the VuU 
gar, viz. That Religion conpfls in the out- 
ward Worjhip of publick and private Prayers, 
and that if they be but conjcientioujly perform d 
the Bufinefs of Religion is over, and they may 
at other Seafons give a loofe to their Aft ions, 
and by returning to their jet Times of Prayers 
the Atonement is made ; as if God and Mam- 
mon had an equal Right to their Services. 

We are indeed under an indifpenfable Obliga- 
tion to be confcientious in the Duty of Publick 
and Private Prayers*, but to what End? That 
is not the Subjlanceof our Duty, no, it is but 
' the Shell of it, and without the Shell the Ker- 
nel cannot be long preferv'd: It is the Food of 
the Soul, by which if it receives no Notirifh- 
ment, it is a fign it was not prepaid by Hun- 
ger and Thirjl after it ; and if jo all the pom- 
pous Shew of outward Religion is but as an em- 
pty Nut, whofe Shell is fair and promifing, but 
being crack' a there is found no Kernel; The 
Sum therefore of Religion confijts both in Affs 
of Divine Worjhip and agreeable PraStices, 
which mujl be infeparable; for as the one ought 
to be done, fp the other ought not to be left un- 
done, good Anions being preparatory to accept- 

v able 
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a file Performances in Ordinances of Worfhip\ 
and Prayers and Ordinances rightly perform d 
a re dljb great Helps to virtuous ASlions-, far* as 
the Kernel of a Nut will not keep without the 
Shell, Jo the Shell without the Kernel is only ft 
J or Fuel. 

I am veryfenfble the Comment I have given 
of the xxi. of the Revelations comes vaftly 
Jhort of taking in the Extenfivenefs of tbofe 
myfterious Allegories contained in the divtne 
Defer iption of the new Heaven and new Earth; 
but as I have taken care to fix my Explications 
thereof upon the Authority of their Agreeable- 
nefs to the reft of the Scriptures, fo far as I 
have attempted them, I can reft fatisfied that 
while I build on that Foundation my Structure 
isfafe: And therefore, I think my Interpreta- 
tion will be allowed of by the unprejudiced; not 
only from its Agreeablenefs ta the Rea/bn of 
Things, but becaufe of its exactly correfponding 
with the concurrent Account of the reft of the • 
divine Compojures of the Sacred Writings; for 
as it is plain from them that our Bodies will 
undergo a certain and manifeft Change frojn 
Corruption to Incorruption, from Subjection to 
Mortality to Immortality ; Jo is it likewife 
plain and reajbnable to believe that a like Change 
{with a different Regard to the Species of 
uhings) will pafs upon the whole Creation be- 
longing to us $ and that even the Air, Earthy 
and Waters will be chang'd or tranfmuted into 
oneperfeB, pure, refirid, and tr an/parent fiolid 
Subftance \ and fitted for the Reception if its 
refiri d Inhabitants^ together with whom they 

will 
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will never more- home - liable .or fubjeSl to any 
further Alterations, but rttotain permanent and 
durable to all Eternity : For I think I have 
made it plain from the Accounts of both St. 
Peter and S/.Paul, that the Heavens and Earth 
will not be wholly confum'd by the general Con- t 
ftagration, but changd and made new, by a 
Removal of all Caufes of Imperfection. But 
the Time "when this will happen is wholly a Se- 
cret, and therefore I have not meddled with it. 
"That the Dead in Chrift fhall rife firft, 
and the Righteous then living will be changed 
and caught up to meet the Lord in the Air, 
we are informed from St. Paul, i Theff. iv. 
17. and that they will ever be with the Lord : 
Which Account may give us a Light into St. 
John'* xx. of Revelations -, from which I pall 
obferve that it appears to me that the Righteous 
then living, with thofe that have part in, the 
firft Rcfurre&ion, as m St. John calls it y will 
be received to a State of perfect Happinefs y to 
reign with Chrift in the Glory he entered in- 
to upon his Afcenfton into Heaven ; by which 
Heaven I unaerjlamf a Place of the imme- 
diate Prefence of Gods Glory manifejted, 
which where-ever that is, is the only Hap* 
pinefs of thofe who are by Purity capable to 
oear it. But I cannot imagine that reigning 
with Chrift a T!houfand Tears, {or in the Inte~ 
rim of the firft and la ft and general Refurrec~ 
tion) can at allfigmfy a ^temporal Reign with 
Chrift upon Earth as it now is : No $ bis King- 
dom is far from being thus temporal 1 and 'tis not 
to be imagin'd, as many have concluded* that this 
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i would be a Tboufand Tt&rs Reign upon Earth. 
This Millennium fqm'fulfypetfoadedwiffbe. 
of afpiritual Kind, farjuperior to. all Imagi- 
nations of worldly. Splendor ; arid the City or 
Habitation of the Righteous in this Reign 
will be the Poffe/fion of bis blifsful Prefence and 
Glories in which he is now inroejled\ and which 
we may reafonably believe he will not leave t<r 
make his Followers worldly Monarchs; for this 
feems altogether incongruous to the whole Scope 
and Defgn of the Go/pel; and too much to fa- 
vour of the Error of the Jews in their Expec- 
tation of the Mefjiatis firjl Appearance in the 
Flejh : But let no Chrijlians be ready to (wal- 
low them/elves, what has been fo jujtly condemn d 
in them. For thd it is a Condefcenfon in the 
Almighty frequently to reprefent Jpi ritual Plea* 
jures or Miferies by Allegories agreeable to our 
fenfitive Faculties, hcaufe in our fpiritual In- 
fancy {and even throughout this Stated) we can- 
not difcern the Things of the Spirit fo well as 
thofe of the Fle/h> yet we are not to rejl in the 
Representations of the Sub/lance of Things, a$ 
if the Shadow was the Sub/lance itfelf 

I objerve further, that during this Millenni- 
um, or thoiifand Years Reign of the Righteous 
with Chrijt, Satan is faid to be bound with a 
Chain and cafl into the bottomlefs Pit: From 
which I humbly apprehend that that great 
Tranfa&ion of 7/tfRefurre<5tion of the Righteous, 
and Change of the then living ; and their Afcen- 
fon, will put a Jland and a fudden Surprize 
to the whole remaining Inhabitants of the Earth, 

that 
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that they Jhall be convinced and undeceived of 
their former Errcfrs; which .they will then re- 
nounce and dijclaim, Jo that both Jews, Maho- 
metans, and all heretical and antichriflian 
Powers, which may all be fiitd the Whore of 
Babylon, will be dejtrofd, and all thofe who 
pra&ifed Merchandije with her will ji and a- 
mazedat, and lament their Jormer Follies , and 
embrace the true Light \ Jo that hereby the Jews 
are calld in, and the Fulnefs of the Gentiles 
gathered-, which cannot be expeBed without 
Jbme miraculous T'ranfaBion to accompli ft) it ; 
and which when accomplijloed, as it will ad- 
vance the glorious Light of the Go/pel of Chrijl, ' 
Jo it will as univerfally dejlroy the Works and 
Deceits of the Devil; for by the Luftre and 
Glory of Chrijl' s Kingdom? even in his Church 
Militant, where his Go/pel prevails in Purity, 
Jo far is Satan's Kingdom weakned, and his 
Prejence banifloed, and therefore, upon an uni- • 
<ver/al Acceptation of the Purity of the Gofpel, 
Jreedftom Super ftitions and antichriflian Here- 
fes: Satan will naturally be banijloed, as being 
impojjible for him to approach where the Truth 
and Righteoufnejs of the Son of God prevails, 
who came to deftroy the Works of the Devil : 
For this is the Chain that binds and keeps him 
off from theje Regions, and cafls him into the 
bottomlefs Pit. 

But then it is Jaid or foretold, he will be 

loofed again a little Seafon : From which, I 

think, we may conjeBure, that after the Church 

has thus fourijhed for a confiderable "Time, 

B jrt 
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Jet forth by a Hcufand Tears {which bow long 
thai may hcrefgnify, whether according to our 
prefent Computation of Tears, I cannot deter- 
mine) there will again be a Degeneracy, where- 
by Satan will again be loojed amongjl the Inha- 
bit aiits of the Earth, by their giving tbemfehes 
trcer to Wickednefs ; Rigbteoujhefs being the only 
Lock or Chain that imprifons him from us; s«4 
Wickednefs the Key that lets him loofe up- 
on us; upon which prevailing Degeneracy we 
are told in the 8 th and 9 th Verfes of this 20 th 
^Revelations, 

That he (hall go out to deceive the Nati- 
. ons, which are in the four Quarters of the 
Earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them to- 
gether to Battle ; the Number of whom is 
as the Sand of the Sea : And they went up 
on the Breadth of the Earth, and compared 
the Camp of the Saints about, and the belo- 
ved City ; and Fire came down from God out 
of Heaven and devoured them. 

Thus where once there is a Way made for Sa- 
tan s Entertainment, his Deceits are greedily 
f wallowed; and now they are univerfally recei- 
ved throughout the four Quarters of the Earthy 
Gog and Magog to gather them together to Bat- 
tle; that is, I conceive, mojl wicked and impe- 
rious Infults againjl God and Goodnefs, beaded 
by Satan, now let loofe amongjl them by their 
univerfal Degeneracy, lb that their Numbers 
are liken d to the Sana of the Sea; and their 
going up on the Breadth of the Earth, /hews that 
the Inhabitants of the whole Earth were now be- 

come j- 
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com* apojtatiz'dfrom Goodnefs, whereby the Camp 
of the Saints, and beloved City, which I here 
take tojignify Righteoufnefs, Truth, &c. which 
they encompaffd, was univerfally fought againjl\ 
Jo that their Rebellions can now no longer be born, 
upon which God fends Fire from Heaven to de- 
vour them, and by a general Conflagration puts 
a final Period to the prefent State of Things; 
my Accounts of which I refer you to in my fol- 
lowing Work, which I have endeavoured to make 
ufefulto the World, and fhall, as Opportunity 
permits and Abilities enable me, endeavour to 
be Jkrviceable, being dejirous to promote true 
Virtue and Godlinefs. 



B.P. 
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HEN God had created the 
Heavens and the Earth, and be- 
held all his Works , he pronoun- 
ced them very good, that is, in 
a State of Purity ; the Continu- 
ation in wnich then depended upon the keep- 
ing or violating a Law given unto the Gover- 
nor or Head of the Creation, Man ; who 
(as I have (hewed in my former Difcourfe) 
being endued with Reafon and Freedom ofWill y 
was capable to have kept the Law given him; 
which if he had, all things upon this Globe 
had remained in their Primitive Purity ; 
which fince have been fubjedted to Vanity, and 
have undergone feveral Changes and Altera- 
B 3 tions % 
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tions, thro' Maris Deviation from his Original 
Creation; for Man's Difobedience has up- 
hinged the Order and Harmony of the whole 
Creation, that he was made the Governor of, 
whereby all things in this Prefent State haye 
been reduced to continual Decay and Change- 
ablenefs, and will continue with Variety of 
Alterations and Inftability until the laft and 
final Change to be expedted -> when all Sub- 
jection to Change and Alteration fhall be 
wholly removed, by a Removal of all the 
Caufes of Imperfection, and a Rejiitution of 
all things by Chrift. 

From a View therefore of the Purity of the 
firft Eflate of the Creation, and the feverai 
Diforders that have enfued on Maris Difobe- 
dience, I fhall endeavour to fet forth the great 
Obligations we are under to an Obedience to 
the Second Covenant God has, thro' his Son, 
made with fall'n Man, from the Confickra- 
tion of God's great Love and Mercy in offer- 
ing much greater Happinefs to an Obedience 
to the fecond Covenant, than that was which 
was loft by aTranfgreffion ofth&firft. Jn pur- 
fuing which Defign I fhall, 

Firft, Take a View of the primitive Purity 
of the Creation. 

Secondly, Of the Change that enfued upon 
Mau's Difobedience. 

Thirdly, Of the further Changes that fiic- 
ceeded the Deluge, with Lantech's Prophecy 
concerning his Son Noah confidered: Gen. 
v. 29. This fci/nejhall comfort us, concerning 

our 
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ear Work and Toil of our Hands, becaufe of the 
Ground which the Lord hath curfed. 

' Fourthly \ I (hall enquire into the laft and 
final Change to be expedted by the General 
Conflagration, after which all Subjedtion to 
Change and Alteration will be wholly remo- 
ved. 

And lajlly, I (hall confider the State of the 
Bleffed in a New Heaven and New Earth, 
defcribed by St. John in the 21ft Chapter of 
his Revelations. 



SECT. L 

Of the primitive State of the 
Creation. 

S^ I R S T then I am to take a View of the 
* primitive Purity of the Creation of this 
obe; which we find in its Original State 
was free from any Annoyances or Offenfive- 
nefs either in its Surface or Atmofphere, all 
deftrudlive Particles and Effluvias being lodged 
in the Bowels of the Earth, and confined from 
their Noxioufnefs in the Earth's Formation : 
For when it was produced out of its Original 
Chaos, or State of confufed Fluidity, the Spi- 
rit of God moving upon the Face of the Waters, 
or the extreme Parts of this Chaos, in its rude 
and undigefted Form, takes proper Care to fe- 
cure all ofltnfive and noxious Particles in 
B 4 fuch 
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fuch proper Confinement, as fhould either fix 
continue never to become deftrudtive, without 
an Oceafion given by the Adtions of his Rea- 
fbnable Creature Man-, or elfe were fo fituated 
that upon any fufficient Caufe of Man's Devi- 
ation from his original Purity, they might 
be employed to fulfil and execute the confe- 
qucntial Defigns of Divine. Jujtice; for upon 
the Departure of Man from his Original State, 
the whole Creation of this Globe ftiould lofc 
all its Purity of Earth, Air, and Waters, and 
all things fhould become liable to Change and 
fi&jedt to Alteration; fo that all Stability 
would by Man's Obedience or Difobedience 
be continued or loft. 

For as the Spirit of God did move upon the 
Face of the Waters, in {he Formation of this 
Globe, there can remaiii no doubt but that its 
Production muft be pure, yet capable to an- 
fwer all the Ends of infinite Wifdom, whS* 
ther for Rewards to Obedience or Punifhments 
to Difobedience. 

And now let us take a tranfient View of 
the fhort Enjoyment of our firft Parents primi- 
tive Happinefs : In which Eftate I fhali fhew 
the Probability of Mr. JVhiftoris Hypothecs 
of Days and Years being fynonimous, or 
that before their Fall the Earth had only an 
Annual Motion, without a Diurnal Rotation ; 
which being Efficiently proved by him, to be 
no ways contrary to Scripture but agreeable to ' 
it, in his theory of the "Earth, it only remains 
that I prove it commodious to that State and 

agreeable 
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agreeable to Reafon; for as> in my former 
Difcourfe, I avoided defcanting upon fuch. 
Things as I found obferved by others, where I 
faw little room for Improvements, I fhall alfo 
obferve the fame Method in this. 

I know there are many that upon a View of 
the prefent Affairs may judge it very improper 
and difcommodious for the Sun to remain one 
half Year above, and the other beneath our 
Horizon, throughout the whole Globe, as 
being an unavoidable Confequence of this 
Hypothecs, becaufe fo much Day at one time 
and Night at another would be inconfiftent 
with our natural Inclinations to reft, and 
likewife Night would itfelf be a Wearinefs, 
which was fet apart for Refrefhment. 

. And 2fH)\ It may likewife be obje&ed that 
the Length of the Sun*s Prefence and Abfence 
might caufe prodigious Heats and Colds, which 
aft both found offenfive, impairing and de- 
caying to Nature. 

This, I confefs, upon the prefent Situation 
of Affairs, may appear difficult for our Judg- 
ments to form an adequate Idea of; but as: 
we are not to judge of future Things by pre-, 
lent ones, fo neither is it reafonable to judge 
of a pajl pure Eftate by a prefent corrupt 
one. 

In anfwer to the ift Obje&ion. That the 
Prefence of the Sun for half a Year, and its 
Abfence as long might much better fuit the* 
Occafions of that pure and happy Eftate, in> 
which this Globe and its Inhabitants were. 

. created, 
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created, may appear probable from the follow* 
ing Confidcrations. , 

For thofe Days might much better fuit their 
ftrong and undecaying Natures in that State, 
in which while they continued, they had no- 
thing to do, that would be any Toil or Weari- 
nefs to them, their Employments being their 
Delights; their Days were fpent in all the in- 
nocent Gratifications of Senfe 5 they had only 
one thing commanded that they fhould 
reftrain their inclinations from, and deny 
themfelves of; all other Plealures of Senfe were 
not only allowed and permitted, but made the 
Motives of their daily Happinels, to enjoy 
the good things that God had adorned and 
furnifhed.the Earth with in great Variety \Plen- 
ty, and Beauty. With what Delights then 
could they view the flowery Fields, and re- 
ceive the odoriferous Scents therefrom ? With 
what fetisfa&ory Delights could they gratify 
their Appetites in the moft delegable as well 
as pure Fruits that uncorrupted Nature was 
capable to afford ? Thus their Days might be 
fpent without Wearinefs in the moft refined 
and palatable Pleafures, and in the fulfilling 
all the rational Defires of the Bodily Senfa- 
tions; for in the Day-time, Nature having 
produc'd all things that were pleg/ant and pro- 
fitable without Tillage, they Had nothing a£- 
figned them to do, but to drefs the Garden, 
which, howfoever they were appointed to 
drefs it, was certainly no Toil but a Pleafure, 
not to be equalPd by the Joy of the laborious 

Farmer, 
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Farmer, when, after much Pains and Toil, 
he fees a plentiful Return to his Expe&ation of 
Increafe ; for their chief Employment was to 
gather the Fruits neceffary for their Suftenance, 
and to enjoy them with palatable Delights, 
and thankfully to receive Nature's Produ&s, 
from the bountiful Hands of their benevolent 
Creator. 

Thus when by Day they had gratified all 
Bodily Senfations in the Enjoyments of the 
good Things of the Earth's natural Bounty, 
there not appearing any Probability of Weari- 
txcis in half a Year of Day being thus fpeflt 
by thofe who were created with ftrong and 
undecaying Natures -, how they (hould then 
fpend fo long a Night remains now to be con- 
•fiderecL And I think it will not be very diffi- 
cult to imagine which way thefe tedious 
Nights (asfome may think them, becaufe half 
a Year long) might be fpent with the greateft 
Satisfa&ion, and likewife with the utmoft De- 
light and Pleafiire, and fuch as is fcarcely to 
be imagin'd ; for the Day being (pent in Bo- 
dily Pleafures, the Night returns to refrefh and 
brighten the Soul, which, not being clouded 
with any Infirmities or Obfcurities, admits of 
the Heavenly Society of God and Angtls, who 
always make their Abode with pure and per- 
feB Hearts, zed the greater the Purity the 
more of their immediate Prefence attends them; 
then how great a Share thereof muft be enjoy 'd 
by our firft Parents in their iinlefs State, when 
there was no Footfteps of Impurity in them 
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to debar or keep back the blifsful Prejence of 
God, and the Society of holy Angels? So that 
awake or afleep there was nothing ia them td 
create any troublefome Ideas, nor tirefome 
Expectations of the Day's Return j thefe Plea- 
fures and Delights being more than fufficient 
to compenfate the Abfence of the Sun during 
this Seafon, fince the Lofs of temporal Light 
is fupply'd by fpiritual ; for as the one can be 
only ferviceable to temporal Ends, fo the o- 
ther, that anfwers fpiritual, muft be of a fub- 
limer and fuperior Nature : Thus therefore as 
they were made up of both Soul and Body, 
here is the Delight of both anfwer'dj and no 
doubt likewife but the Moon, which was made 
to rule the Night, was ferviceable to them in 
their pure Eftate, by whole Revolutions they. ! 
would enjoy the Benefit of her Prefence (upon \ 
the aforefaid Hypothefis) * one half of the 
Time between Change and Change, viz. fix - 
times in one of thefe Nights -, fo that its Pre- 
fence above the Horizon and Abfence below, 
would be equal, as being fomething more than 
one of our fortnights each, which might 
not only afford them thofe Intervals of Moon- 
light, but by the Pofition of every Full-Moon 
would be unto them a token of the Times and 
Seafons of the Night, and an AfTurance to 
them of the Sun's Return alfo after fo many of 
the Moon's Revolutions. 

But 

* Which Light of the Moon might likewife be more useful 
to the Creatures of inferior Rank, whofe Confutations might 
require it to gather their Food by, which might throughly iup- 
port their Natures, from one of its Revolutions to another. 
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But then, ObjeB. II. By the long -Prefence 
of the Sun prodigious Heats are occafioned, 
and Colds by its long Abfcnce. 

To this I anfwer, That while the Atmo- 
fphere of the Air was free from infectious Ef- 
ifluvias, and had nothing in it to render it noxi- 
ous, the Rays of the Sun met with nothing 
to ad upon to render them hurtfiilly affedting 
upon this Globe or its Inhabitants ; for with- 
out thofe lulphurous Particles that are now 
floating in the Air, (by the Change that enfued 
on Man's Difobedience) there was no fuch 
thing before as calorifick or frigorifick Efflu- 
vias therein, but the Atmofphere was pure and 
untainted with them j and the Rays of the 
Sun, where they meet not with proper Subjects 
to adt upon, can no ways affiift; fo that the 
Sun's Prefence for fo long, during the Air's 
Purity, would only produce that kindly 
Warmth that was neceflary for the bringing 
to, and continuing in, Maturity the Earth's 
Products, that were neceflary for the Pleafure 
and Support of its Inhabitants j fo that no de^ 
gree of fcorching Heat could then offend' 
either the Earth's Fruits or Animals: And as 
there were no Particles of Matter to entertain 
the. Rays of the Sun fo as to become noxious 
in the Day-time, fo neither were there any to 
become hurtful in the Night, during the Sun's 
long Abfence; for thofe Particles that have a 
lulphurous Matter in themYo as to become 
calorifick by the Sun's Prefence, the fame by 
tfce Sun's Abfence will alfo become jrigorifick ; 

fo 4 
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Defamations and Cruelties: Bat on the con- 
trary, Boldnefs, and true Loyalty; Love, and 
Peace ; Friendfhip, and Truth prevailed : And 
the Happinefs of the whole confifted in evefy 
one's promoting the mutual Tranquillity of 
each other. 

And now were it only to regain this happy 
Eftate of Purity, who could not but apply 
themfelves thereto, by all poffible Methods, 
with the utmoft Application ? But as this is, 
by Man's Tranfgreffion, become irrecoverably 
loft in this prefent State, the neareft we can 
arrive to a Similitude of it here, is, by ftri- 
ving againft the natural Corruptions and In- 
firmities that Man's Degeneracy from the firft 
Command of God has involv'd us in ; I iay 
the neareft we can arrive towards this primitive 
Purity, is to exert our utmoft Endeavours to 
follow -the Precepts given us by Chrijl, in be- 
ing kindly affeBiorid one to another, forbearing 
and forgiving one another; in being merciful, 
true, jajl, meek, lowly and charitable; and 
Jludying not only our own but others Good; not 
rendring evil for evil, nor railing for railing ; 
but contrariwife blejfingfor curfng, and hereby 
provoking one another to Love; for by this 
means all Enmity would lofe its Force, becaufe* 
thofe, who were the moft guilty of it, would 
in Time be afhamed toabufe them from Whom : 
they could receive no other Retaliations but of 
Good for Evil, fo that hereby they would be 
induced, not only to revere and admire the 
contrary Practices of thofe they had abus'd, 

but 



of the Creation. 3 3 

but alfo to acknowledge themfelves unworthy 
of fuch Returns* and hereby might probably 
endeavour to alter their own unworthy Treat- 
ment, and fo by degrees 'tis likely they, might 
bring even thefe into love with fuch a Spirit 
of Meeknefsy and create in them an Imitation 
of fuch exemplary Prudence : And could the 
World once be perfuaded to endeavour to excel 
in thefe and the like Virtues, we might hope 
to fee a World of much greater Purity than 
what has generally, thro' Corruption, attended 
the Inhabitants of it ; and tho' this is what 
we can only wifli for in this State, yet be af- 
fured that the greater Attainments every one 
makes in thefe Virtues, the more prefent Satis- 
faction will accrue to them, and the nearer 
they will arrive to a divine and inward Peace of 
Mvkdy and to a Tafte of that primitive pure 
Happinefs that would have been enjoy'd upon 
an Obedience to the firft Law given to Man. 



SECT. II. 

Of the Change that enfued on Mans 
Difobedience* 

IH US having taken a fhort View of the 
primitive Purity of the Creation of this 
and its Inhabitants, I come now to con- 
sider the Changes and Alterations, that God in 
Wifdora made copjfequential upon Man s Difo- 

C bedience: 
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bedience: And as I have gone upon fiippofition 
of the Earth's only having an Annual Motion 
about the Sun upon its firft Formation, and 
thereby made it appear, that fuch a Revolution, 
without a Diurnal Rotation, might fiiit the 
Occafions, and add to the Happinefs, of that 
pure Eftate ; fo I may probably add, that it 
might much better fuit them than the conti- 
nual Intervals of fuch fhort Revolutions of the 
prefent Returns of fo many Days and Nights, 
which meafure out Weeks and Months, to 
constitute the Yearly Calendar; for then as all 
things were created pure, and would have re- 
mained fo, if there had been no Change or 
Alteration; fo as the lefs Variablenefe in the 
Creation fhew'd the greater Perfection, there- 
fore one Motion of the * Globe muft flap w 
more Stability and beft anfwer the end oPlhe 
future Contingencies that the all- wife Creator 
referv'd in his own Power to execute, by 
changing its prefent Order toDiforder, if Man 
fhould change his Purity to Impurity by 
Tranfgreffion. 

Now as it appears probable that the Earth 
had only an Annual Revolution round the Sun 
in its firft Formation, then, whatever was 
lodg'd in its Bowels, there was no Offen- 
livenefs in its Atmofphere, but every thing 

deftru&ive 

* It may be obferv'd, that the menftrual Motion of the 
Moon is exactly commenfurate with, its diurnal Rotation, fothat 
/// Days and Nights are exa&ly proportion'd to its Revolution 
with, and round the Earth; it* Day and Night being exa&ly 
compleated between one Change thereof and another, which is 
plain from its always rcfpe&mgdts Earth with the fame Pbafcs. 
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'deftru&ive to Nature was properly confined 
from diiplaying its Noxioufnefs, but upon pro- 
per occafions might he made ufe of to execute 
the Defigns of the All- wife Creator and Gover- 
nor of his Workmanfhip. 

^nd now, his reafonable Creature, Man, 
whom God had appointed Governor of this 
Globe, and all the Animals upon it, by his 
Tranfgrpffipn of the one Command of God 
became obnoxious to the Threatening due to 
hi%J)ifobedience, with whom the whole Crea- 
tion (upon his account) became fubjeSl to Vani- 
ty \ not willingly \ &c. Rom. viii. 20. There- 
fore the Effects of Man's Tranfgrefiion did not 
only affedt him and his Pofterity,but the whole 
vifible Creation; fo that all Animal and Vege- 
table Beings, with Earth, Air and Waters up- 
on and within the whole Giobe, by forae fud- 
dain Change of thefirft Prodii&ion, are^in- 
volv'd in the Punifhment; as in all States and 
Kingdoms the Vigilance or Negligence of their 
Governors either promote the Happinefs -and 
Safety or occafion the Ruin and Overthrow of 
their Subjects : But which way can the whole 
Creation fuffer together, except the Caufc 6f 
their fufferiirg be univerfal? Can any imagifle 
that Adam's Tranfgreflion, by eating of -the 
' forbidden Fruit, could not only render hitfi 
and his Pofterity YNature mortal and corrupt- 
ible, but alfo the Contagion ihould thereby 
be fpread to. all thfe Globe land Inhabitants, 
without fome ftrarige Alteration and Change 
hi the Jir/l Chain, of Harmonious. Concords? 
C z r Xte* 
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This can never appear reafonable ; there muft 
therefore be Tome other Cauje to produce fiich 

. EffeSts, which equally affe&ed the whole 

. Globe and all its Inhabitants : And as the Com- 
mencement of the Earth's Diurnal Rotation, 
upon the Fall of Adam^ was capable to pro- 
duce fiich EffeSls as we find were consequent 
upon it ; fo the Confequences being prov'd that 
would naturally follow fuch Caufes, will at 
leaft prove the Caufes of £\ich* Con/equences 

-extremely probable, if not demonftrate them 
to an eftablifh'd Truth. 

And that the Confequences of the Earth's 
receiving its Diurnal Rotation, upon the Fall 
of Adam, would naturally occafion the Effe&s 

. we find produced in the Change and Alteration 
of things in the Antediluvian State, appears 
very reafonable ; which I fhall firft take notice 
of, before I come to confider the further 
Changes wrought by the Deluge -> of which 
in the nextSe&ion. 

I have in my former Difeourfe of the Crea- 
tion and Deluge obferved, that upon the fud- 
dain Rotation of the Earth, it would be broke 
into feveral Cbqfins and Fi£ures y from whence 
ifiued fulphurous and infe&ious Particles into 
the Atmofphere of the Air 5 which by degrees 
ivorked upon the Vitals of every Animal and 
fubjecfted them to Mortality, It may be further 
obferv'd, that after this Subje&ion to Mortality, 
all Nature was cMttg'd from Purity to Impu- 
rity ; from Love ind Delight in each other, 
to Enmity and Selfi&neis ; not only in Man- 
kind 
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kind but in other Creatures alfo ; therefore as 
,the~EJi3 was the fame according to the diffe- 
ifcnt Difpofitions of Creature?, it muft proceed 
ftom one and the fame Caufe ; and as all things 
were at firft created ip. Stability, io fome great 
Change muft enfue to throw this univerfal 
Stability into Diforder, and alter that which 
was created pure, and render it reducible to 
its original Duji : For now by the noxious, 
faline, and fulphurous Particles entering the 
Atmofphere of the Air, (thro* the. Earth's 
Diurnal Rotation) the Air becomes impure, 
corrupt, and decaying to Nature, and the 
Waters alfo partake of the fame Impurity. 

And as this Rotation would be a fuddain 
Surprize to the then Inhabitants of the Earth, 
yet after this Change of things they would 
' have their Conftitutions fo alter'd by the Effefis 
of it before obferv'd, that they would find the 
frequent Returns of Day and Night now need-r 
fill to their alter'd State, which is now (even 
hereby) become incapable to be fupported with- 
out frequent returns of Reft : thus by the Earth's 
Diurnal Rotation, the Nature and Conftitu- 
tion of things being changed, fo the Defires 
and Necefiities of this Earth's Inhabitants are 
adjufted to the prefent Scene of Affairs. 

And now Contentioufnefs, Fiercenefs, Cru-? * 
elty, Envy, Animofities, and Selfifhnefs en* 
ttr the World, from whence Inventions of Self- 
defence, Shelter from:. Shame and Cold, as 
Cloathingi Security, froip Thieves and Rob- 
bers, as Houfes vflthiLofh and Bolts, &c. 
*Crj ■-. Tears 
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Fears of Oppreffion ih fome, while others are 
inventing which way they may opprefe and 
defraud: Hence proceeded the Cruelty of 
Gain in the Murder of his Brother Abel\ and 
* Lantech's boafting of flaying one Man, from 
whom he only received a Wound\ and a young 
Man from whom he only received an Hurt. 
And now amongft Animals the fame Changes 
from their original Purity prevail, fo that they 
aifo become averfe to each other ; not that be- 
fore the Deluge we have reafon to fuppofe they 
fo frequently made each other a Prey, accor- 
ding to their Strength and Ability, as they have 
fince ; but no doubt their Difagreeablenefs to 
each other was awakened in proportion to the 
Alteration of things from their original Purity. 
Notwithstanding the Earth ftill retained 
fuchFruitfulnefs by Tillage that its Productions 
were fufficient to fupport all Land Animals 
without being forced to make Preys upon one 
another ; and very probably the fcaly Inhabi- 
tants of the Waters might be fujpplied with 
Food without being forced to this Thirft, tho* 
we have no account in the Mofaic Hiftory of 
the Food affigned them ; but ,a€ we find the 
eating of Flefhnot mention'd, nor any occafion 
for it before the Deluge, we may imagine that 
the watry Inhabitants were as well provided 
for as the Land Animals ; fo that we may 
reafonably believe that while Nature continued 
to produce fuch plenty of Fruits, and lb near 
their primitive Purity, that the Inftin<a of 

Nature 

* Gen. iv. 33, ... •' 
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Nature never led Creatures to covet to make 
Food of one another; tho* they had, by the 
firft Change, of things, become felfifli, and 
consequently might one covet what they faw 
another take pofleffion of . before them, and 
others might probably retaliate the fame upon 
them; fo that Quarrels might prevail among 
them. 

Notwithftanding all the Creatures of infe- 
rior Rank to Mankind were free from Tranf* . 
greffion, as not being endued with that Capa- 
city of Reafon, and therefore not capable of 
having any Law given them to keep, and 
confequently under no Confcioufnefs of any of 
their Aftions perform'd by natural Inftindt ; fo 
that they were not made fiibjed: to Vanity by ' 
any Aft of their own, that is, not willingly^ 
but were permitted to become fo, thro* the 
neceffary Confcquences, that enfued the Alte~ 
ration of things upon Man's Difobedience. And 
therefore as it was not of their Wills, or thro* 
any Aft of their own that they became fubjeSt 
to Vanity, fo neither are they blame- worthy ; 
but tho' the Innocent are hereby made fubjedt 
to the Punifhment of the Guilty, there is a 
Hope of Deliverance referved for them 3 for 
the 20 th Verfe of the 8 th Chapter of Romans 
runs thus : For the Creature it/elf was made 
fubjeft to Vanity, .not willingly, but by reafon 
of him who hath Jubjefted the fame in Hope. 
What then muft be this Hope? It muft be a 
Hope of Deliverance $ for Verfe 21. Becaufe the 
Creature it/elf Jhall alfo be delivered jrom the 
C 4 Bondage 
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Bondage of Corruption, into the glorious Liitrty 
of the Children \6J God. Sp that hot only alf the 
Pofterity of Adam were made Partakers of 
the Confequendes of his Tranfgreffion, e veil 
while they were in his Loins, and incapable 
of any A3 of their own ; but even Verfe 22. 
*fbe wbole Creation groaneth and travel/eth in 
Pain together until now ; thro* the Confequen T 
ces thereof. But fhall ize^accufe Adam, for 
our own Difobedience, and lay the blame of 
our Sins upon him ? No ; he had a Law given 
him, by the Tranfgreffion of which we arc 
under the Sentence of temporal Death 3 in thefe 
Words, which include in them both himfelf 
and Pofterity, &c. Gen. iii. 19. For Duft thou 
art, and unto Dujijhalt thou return. But we 
*re under a new Covenant, and another Law is 
given us, which we are as capable of fuch 
Obedience to, as will, thro'Chrift, be accept- 
ed, as Adam was of keeping the Law given 
him. Well then, what Difadvantages we are 
under thro' Adam's Tranfgreffion we have no 
caufe to complain of, tho* being innocent of 
Jiis Difobedience, we are become liable to the 
Confequences of it, fince we are accepted into 
a new Covenant, by Obedience to which -much 
greater Rewards are promis'd, thro' Chrifi, 
than what was loft by Adam. 
. Now fince (as above obferVd) we are as car 
pable of performing our Part of the* new 
Covenant fo far as to be accepted of God, thro* 
our Redeemer 3 fetV us henceforth be watchful 
againft Temptation^ i let Adam's- being de- 
ceived 



« ceived .warn us to he uppQ our Guard againft 
: the Deceits of our fpiriiual Enemies, the Worlds 
th& Flejb^and the Devil y^ fox tho' we have fo 
many Enemies to struggle with, let us remem- 
ber that there, is help in bur Mighty General, 
Jefus Chrijiy unto whom we may always flee 
for Aid, Succour and Relief, who will never 
forfeke thofe who put their Truft in him, nor 
juffetthem to be tempted Above what they are able: 
Let us therefore, (under the prefect Vanities 
the whole Creation labours under, and by 
which we groan within ourfelves) wait with 
•Patience for the Adoption, to wit, the Redem- 
ption, of our Bodies, which thro' Adam muft 
return to Duft, yet thro' Chrift may be raifed 
to Glory. 



SECT III. 

Of the further Changes that fuc- 
ceeded the Deluge. 

TWT Q W here it may be neceflary to obferve 
.J[%| thofe further Alterations which enfued 
the Deluge, not obferv'd in my former Ac- 
counts of it. . 

. And now we find, in the firft Place,, that 
the Earth's Productions after the Deluge no^ 
.being judg'd fufficieht for the future neceflary 
jSuftenance of its Inhabitants, the eating of 
J}le/h was {hen allb^'d^ * s a n?peffary Con- 
. ' ' .' fequencc 
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fequence of the Infufficiency of proper Sup- 
plies from Herbs and Fruits, to fupport the 
future Multiplication of the Animals on the 
Earth. • 

The Changes therefore by the Deluge muft 
be very conspicuous, and may admit of a 
Philofophical Enquiry into the Nature of them, 
in which I (hall take proper Care to form no 
Hypothefes or Suppofitions that will not bear 
a Scriptural Senfe. 

And now the different Difpofition of the 
Earth's Atmofphere before^ and after the 
Flood, may be obferv'd by the Effefis-, for af- 
ter the Flood we find that the Air becomes 
ftill more infectious, and inftils the fame In- 
fections by degrees into the Fruits of the 
Earth, and thereby the former Strength of 
Nature in both Man and Beaft begins to grow 
lefs, and the Length of Life to abate, and to 
come to very fhort and uncertain. Periods, in 
proportion, we may reafonably imagine, to 
the more Infedtioufnefs of the Air's Qualities, 
that it was further tainted with by the Deluge ; 
from the Effects of which we may form aij 
Idea of the lefs Impurity of the Air in the 
Antediluvian State than in the prefent ; for 
allowing Men to live as naturally now to an 
hundred Years, as they did then to nine hun- 
dred, it is nine to one odds, which muft prove 
the Air to be fo much more infectious now 
than then; and how this comes to be occafi- 
oned by the Occurrences of the Deluge I come 
now toconfider. 

And 
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And upon fiippofition ojf this Globe being 
involved in a Comet's Atmofphere at the De- 
luge, it may be made probable that the EffeBs 
that follow'd it would be naturally produc'd 
from fuch a Cauje- y and the Exiftence of any 
Caufe is always prov'd by its EffeSts; and the 
Effects that follow'd the Deluge do naturally • 
prove that the Earth has undergoney^ a Flood' 
as the Holy Writings acquaint us with ; and that 
that Flood has been the Occafion of the afore- 
iaid Alterations in Nature cannot remain doubt- 
ful : The only Queftion then is, which way this 
Flood might be brought upon the Earth; 
which in the firft place muft be aliow'd to be 
done by the Appointment of God, for fuch 
Reafons as were confident with infinite Wit 
dom and Goodnefs; and if by natural Occur- 
rences he fhould appoint to execute his Ends 
and Defigns herein, how unfearchable muft 
that Wifdom be in the Creation and adjufting 
fuch natural Caufes as (hall thus exadtly corre- 
fpond to the Execution of his Judgments at 
that very Time, that an immediate Interpofi- 
tion of divine Power would otherwife have 
been neceffary to have effected it? And as God 
in infinite Wifdogi commonly adjufts Caufes 
in Nature as Inftruments to fulfil his Will, 
fo in th? Confequences of all fuch Caufes w& 
may trace theFootfteps of Goodnefs and Mer- 
cy, all his Judgments being defign'd to teach : 
us Obedience, whereby we may efcape the 
Wages neceffarily due to incorrigible and ir- 
reclaimable Wickednefej in which th&WorkJ 

had 
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had involv'd thcmfelves before the Flood came 
and took them away. ...,-■*" 

Now let us fuppofe the Deluge to be occa- 
fion'd by the Earth's being involve in the hu 
mofphere of i" Comet; and thence fee what 
Effe&s might be produe'd by fuch a Caufe; 
and whether or no* the Confequences it would 
naturally occafion be not found upon enquiry 
to fucceed. 

And if we confider the Way and Manner 
of a Comet's Approach to its Perihelion, and 
that thereby it cuts the Orbits of all the Pla- . 
nets of our Syjtem, it will not be difficult to 
imagine but that in its Paflage it might be fo 
adjufted as to dafh its Tail or Atmofphere 
upon the Earth, which Comet's Atmo- 
fphere, being in its Chaotical Fluidity, might 
leave fo great a Quantity of its ununiform'd 
Subftance throughout the Atmofphere, and 
upon the Surface of the Earth, (which it 
might be involv'd in by its Diurnal Rotation 
in the Comet's Paflage by it,) as fhould re- 
quire forty Days before the Commotions of 
the Vapours thereby rais'd and hurried up and 
down, could come to any Settlement, fo as to 
ceafe their Convulfions and Agitations : In this 
ConfufionandDiforderall the Matter that this 
Comet's Atmofphere was created of* in its 
fcveral refpe&ive Parts, would naturally diffufe 
themfelves throughout our Earth, Air, and 
Waters, according to their feveral Qualities, 
hut not in an Exadtnefs of the Laws of their 
fpecifick Gravities, . but in fuch wife a& the 
>. Nature 
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Nature of that Hurry vfwld adixiit: For tho* 
this Globe might have besji a Comet before 
its Formation into a Plane*, and confift of 
the fame Parts of Matter that this Comet 
did 4 , yet in its firft Formation there was ho 
-Hurry orDiforder, but proper Care taken (as 
I have before obferv'd) to prevent any Offen- 
fivenefs either in its Surface or Atmofphere; 
but in this Diforder all faline and fulphurous 
Particles join with, and diffufe thcmfelves 
into the Atmofphere of the Air, and form 
themfelves into deftru&ive Bodies, which, 
being in their Infancy, would take up a pro- 
portionate Time to grow to a Maturity of De- 
ftru<ftivenefs, as would anfwer to the Age of 
the World after the Deluge; and as it had its 
Infancy, fo Maturity and Age muft focceed ; 
agreeable to which the * Heavens are faid to 
wax old as doth a Garment, and as a Vefture 
will be folded up. Of which more when I 
come to treat of the laft and final Change of 
Things. So the further Changes, that have 
fucceeded the Deluge, have naturally reduced 
Things to a State of more Uncertainty, and 
and Inftability, whereby all things created here 
tend ftill much fooner to Corruption, and are 
now drawing towards aGonclufion, groaning 
under Bondage and waiting for a Rejiitution. 

It may be obferv'd likewife what Changes 
the Infection of the Alp has wrought in ' Afti- 

>'.-■.- .mate 



* That is, the Atmofphere of the open Air, which is fre- 
quently in Scripture calTd Heaven, wherein the Fowli are faid 
to fly- 
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mals and Vegetables ; for where there was pro- 
per Confutations and Natures in either, the 
different Streams of it? Infe&ioufnefs have a&- 
ed upon whatfoever is capable to give it Enter- 
. tainment. Hence have .proceeded the Fieree- 
•nefs and Voracity of fome Animals, . accor- 
ding to the Confutations and different Quali- 
ties that thefe infectious Effluvias had to ad 
: upon, nay and alfo poifonous Qualities where 
there wag fit Entertainment for them, either in 
Animals or Vegetables ; but as we fee thefe 
things are common only to fuch and fiich Spe- 
cies of either kind, fo Man that is ftill endu'd 
with Reafon^fhould be fo far guided by that, as 
to imitate the greateft Innocence amongft his 
Fellow-Creatures, which are often in Scripture 
fet forth as Examples of Imitation, and not 
entertain the poifonous Qualities of thofe 
who have not Reafori to diredt them, or Power 
to avoid what the natural Corruption of things 
has laid them under a Neceffity (not Choice) 
to partake of. For even the fmalleft and mi- 
nuteft Infe&s, not vifible to the unaflifted Eye, 
in the Air and Waters, which we commonly 
now take in with our Meat, Drink, and 
Breath, partake of fome degree of Noxiouf- 
nefs, and become offenfive and decaying to 
Nature. 

Thus all things by Man's Tranfgreffion are 
receded from the Purity of the Creation-; 
fome Animals are become voracious, while 
others that had not thofe Qualities in them to 
be wrought upon, fo as to leek any Food that 

way, 
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way, are oppreft with natural Fears and Dread 
of their Enemies, who, by all fubtil Strata- 
gems and natural Cunning, lay wait to make 
them a Prey, and rejoice to obtain their End* 

Hence Bloodfhed, arid Murders ; Wars, 
and Confufiqns; Strifes; and Envyings; Frauds, 
and Deceits j Thefts, and Robberies, and all 
manner of Inhumanities have prevail'd a- 
mongft the Sons of Men : And how far this 
is from the Original Purity of the Creation 
may be confider'd from the fhort View I have 
taken of it. 

Now if this whole Creation be thus fubje&ed 
to. Vanity, by the Tranfgreflion of Mdn, 
ought we not to lament for and pity the Ani- 
mals of inferior Rank ? for they were not 
guilty of the Breach of any Law, but created 
pure, yet (as I have before obferv'd) not with 
that fufficient Reafonablenefs as to have I any 
Lanp affign'd them, yet it is plain, with fuffi^ 
cient Senfes to be capable of the Pleafures of 
Life ; and therefore if the whole Creation fuf- 
fer'd, were reducible to fuffer bodily Pains and 
Miferies, which could not be in their original 
Purity. 

Let this deter Man from exerciiing Cruel- 
ty to any of his Beafts, that are now given 
him for Servants, which ought to be us'd with 
that Gentlenefs and Compaflion, which Rea- 
fon and Humanity will diredt. Nay Icannot 
fee, in one Senfe, why they fhould not have 
the fame Treatment from us, as we would de- 
sire from our Matters, or thofe who have a 

Pqnc« 
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Power or Authority over us : This Law iccms 
to be the very Voice q£ Nature to every rea* 
fonable Creature; iave only that thefe. Crea* 
tures are now allowed to become our Food J 
yet even in taking their Lives, a regard ought 
to be had that it may be done in a Way that 
may be leaft afflidting to them, and without 
any Delight in doing it, thereby .to make it an 
A£i of Cruelty. Indeed according to the prefent 
Scene of Affairs, their Lives are not worth 
living ; for as the forefaid Changes of Nature 
have rendered the whole Creation .thus full of 
Vanity, the taking the Lives of Creatures as 
above, can be no Difadvantage to thefe inno-t 
cent Animals, who are hereby removed from 
their further Fears and Slaveries, which they 
groan under. 

And as the Lives of Men are alio made 
burdenfome, and not worth living, if it were 
not for a future Hope of better and more du- 
rable Things; fo by the Goodnefs of God are 
they become vaftly more.fhort, and uncertain, 
tho' he has referv'd the IfTues of our Life and 
Death in his own Hands, forbidding, in 
the firftZtfwenfuing the Deluge, the fhedding 
of Man's Blood, and the Eating the* Blood 

of 

* Which Law being given to Noah, I think could not be 
peculiar to the .J ews only-j but to all Noah's Poflerity, which 
ieems to be confirm'd by the Council of the Apofiles, when they, 
by ihtHofy Ghofi, wrote to the Gentile Converts. Jflsxv. 29. 
In the Conftraint laid upon them, the. eating of Blood i% there 
mentioned to be abftam'd $pm, with Meats offer'd to Xylols, 
Things ftrangled, and Fornication. Our SaviourYdeclariiigi 
that which goes into itie Metk, defiles not the' Man, can bt 1*6 
Objection to this, becaufeit is plain he fpoke it only on ac- 
count ef eating with umiafben Hand;* 
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of fuch Animals, whole Flcfh he allow'd for 
Food. 

And thus even by this Change wrought by 
the Deluge, there are feveral Bleffings to a 
Spiritual Mind that naturally flow from it, and 
which may be faid in fome part to be a Remo- 
val of the Curfe on the Ground by Man's 
Fail, as the Reverend and Pious Dr. Sherlock^ 
in his excellent Dijfertations upon Prophecy, 
fuppofes. I fliall with all due Submiflion to 
to his fuperior Learning and facred Office, 
give my Opinion of the meaning of Ldmech's 
Prophecy concerning his Son Noah: Gen. v. 29. 
*£his Jame /hall comfort us concerning our Work 
and^toil of our Hands, becaufe of the Ground 
which the Lord hath cur fed. 

In this Prophecy of Lantech concerning his 
Son Noah) may firft be fignified God's making 
choice of him, (as only being found .righteous 
before him in the Antediluvian World) to efta- 
blifh with him a Covenant of Peace x whereby 
to preferve him and his Family from the com- 
mon Deftrudlion, intended to be executed onr 
the whole human Race, who had turned all 
his Favours into Wantonnefs, notwithftanding 
the Toils and Labours they had been fubje&ed 
to by Adam's Trailfgreffion 5 which Subje&ion 
to Toil and Labour tho' it fhould continue 
and furvive the Deluge, fo that the Earth 
fhould ftill require Tillage, yet God would 
give a Bleffing to the Labours of his future 
Race, and give them fruitful Seafons during 
their abode upon the Earth $ and not only ib, 
D Kvt 
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but fhorten the wearifome Toil and Labour of 
their Hands in Temoving them much fooner 
irom it, and receiving, them, that fhould be 
found worthy , to a State of Rejifrom their 
Labours , thro' the Promife of the Me/fias made 
jto Adam - 9 and whatever Promife was made 
fo Adam> and not fulfilled before the Flood > 
muft neceffarily belong, in all its Rights and 
privileges, to Noah \ fince the whole Human 
Race, befides him and his Family, fhould be 
involv'd in a total Overthrow, and ^therefore 
Jt muft remain only in him that the Promife 
of Cbriji could be continued j which Promife 
feem6 to be taken notice of, and included in 
Lantech's Prophecy, (of which hereafter.) 

So then, not only the Curfe on the Ground; 
find all other Difadvantages arifing bom Adam's 
Tranfgreffion, would be allay'd by his Pofte- 
pity's Eafement of the Length of their Toil and 
Labour, but after the few Years they fhould 
toil and work here they might be fitted to in- 
herit thofe greater Advantages that fhould be 
made over to them by the Merits of that Sa- 
yiour y or Deliverer^ that fhould proceed from 
and come of this future Race; fo that here is 
jiot only a Promife of an Eafement from the 
Length of Man's Toil and Labour, bjit alfo of 
an Admiffion to aBlefiednefs to thofe tftat die 
in the Lord, and a Rejifrom their Labours. 

Whereas the Length of the Lives of 
the Antediluvians, though they had the Pro- 
mifes of Chrift to recover Mankind from 
the Sin of Adam, upon an Obedience to a 

Second 
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Second Covenant % yet the AbufeoiF their Longe- 
vity had caus'd a general, nay, excepting Noah 
and his Family, an tiniverfal Degeneracy from, 
or Difregard to this new Covenant : , by purfuing 
the Concerns of the Body and neglecting thofe 
of the Soul, which appeared to them to be of 
fmall Confequence, beacafe the Concerns of it 
* were at fuch & diftance ; fo that their Youth 
and Strength being fpent in the Gratification of 
their fenfual Appetites, their Habits were there- 
by become fo ftrong therein, that it might be 
impoffible to remove them in decay'd Agej 
and they might likewife, even at 8 or 900 Years 
of Age, have Views of .living more than 
one of oar Ages now* or at leaft flatter them- 
felves with it to the very laft, and fo think 
it foon enough to take care of the Soul, till it 
was too late to take any Thoughts about it. 

But thro' the Alterations that fucceeded the 
Deluge, Men's Lives became ftofrter ^ttA 
fhorter, fo that in procefs of Time his Pofte- 
rity could not expedl to live one Ninth of the 
Time of the Antediluvians, and were very im-'' 
certain of that, fo that Religion cou'd not then 
be fo fhuffled With ; it would therefore be n6- 
ceflary that Religion fhould be the very jtrft 
and ^wief Concern of all Men, that hereaftef 
fhouldbe born irtt6 the World; becaufe they, 
would have very (hort Views of Temporal 
Affairs, but Views of Eternal Treafurcs upon* 
a well-fpent Life, in the midft of their Toll 
and Labour for the Concerns of the. Body, 

D 2 - ' which 
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which, would afterwards be eafed, by being 
made much fhorter. 

This therefore I take to be the Intent and 
Meaning of Lantech's Prophecy, concerning 
his Son Noah, who ftiould comfort them con- 
cerning the Work and Toil of their Hands, be- 
caufe of the Ground which the Lord bad curfed. 

In which likewife we may further obferve; 
(for there is generally a very extenfive Signifi- 
cation in moft of the Prophetick Declarations) 
that this may not only relate to the State of 
the World, from the Flood to the Confumnla- 
tion of it by Fire, and the happy Eftate of the 
Militant Church of Chrift, but alfo to that 
far happier and moft tranfcendently glorious 
State of the Church Triumphant, to be ex- 
pected, thro' that promifed Seed to come of 
nis future Race, when all Subjedtnefs to 
Change would be wholly removed, and all 
Toil and Labour of Hands fhould entirely 
ceafe. 

Let the Words of the Prophecy be confider- 
cd. This fame ', that is, Noah, Jhall comfort 
us: Whence fhall this Comfort proceed? 
concerning the Work and Toil of our Hands ; 
but the Work and Toil of our Hands is ftill 
continued, but made much fhorter than before, 
therefore fhort Life muft be a Comfort.-. ' But 
Nature is averfe to Death, and every thing 
living obferves the Laws of Self-Prefervation, 
and fhuns Death as a Terror ; which way 
then can it be a Comfort ? or which way could 
Lamecb fee the Comfort of it? Certainly it 

muft 
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muft be in Chrijl y that could give Hopes of 
Comfort thro' the Revelation of Life and Im- 
mortality after Death. 

But it may be faid again, that this Comfort 
to proceed from Noah, was faid tp be becanfe 
of the Ground which the Lord had curfed. 
And if the Removal of that Curfe did not 
fiacceed the Deluge, where is the fulfilling of 
that Prophecy ? 

I have before obferv'd, in what Senfe the 
Deluge could only be judg'd a Comfort or a 
Blefiing, viz. in {hortening Men's Toil and 
Labour, by (hortening their Lives, which 
none but a fpiritual Mind can judge a Com- 
fort: I am apt therefore to believe that the 
Completion of this Prophecy remains yet to 
be fulfiird, until the Removal of all Caufes 
of Change in the prefent State of Things in 
this Globe, by not only a Reftitution of its 
original Purity, but its being throughly ren- 
dered uncapable to admit or undergo any 
further Alteration; which Reftitution of all 
Things and Refurredtion of all Men upon the 
£arth, to receive the Reward of their Work, 
and reft from their Labours, was to come thro* 
that promifed Mefliah, that was to proceed 
from or come of the Race of Noah according 
to the Flefh. To this I take the fpiritual Senfe- 
of Lamech's Prophecy to extend; and as a 
Pledge of his making good the Promifes of 
the Mefliah in his Pofterity, he fuperadds the 
Promifes of many additional Temporal BleA 
lings to Noah's obedient Race, as bleffing their 

D 3 Labour 
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the Antediluvian Days, it muft be a plain 
Dempnftratidn that fome great Change has 
happen'd to effeSi it, and which in probability 
might be occafion ? d by a Comet, as above 
fuppos'd. 

Now if we look into the Difference of 
thefe two Eftates, as before defcrib'd, I think 
the different Proportion of the prefent from: 
the Antediluvian State is in a tolerable Meafiire 
accounted for. 

And now let us look into the prefent Phae-. 
nomena of the Atmofphere of our Globe, and 
obferve the ftrange Occurrences therein pro- 
duct, and in particular thofe Wonders of Na- 
ture . that are adted upon the Theatre of the 
Open Air, as Tempejis, * Thunder, and Light- 
ning, with Aurora Bpreaks, or Lights in the 
North, &c. and examine into the Caufes of 
their Exiftence, and how the All- wife Creator 
of Nature, thro' Man's Tranfgreffion of his 
Jirji Command; and almoft univerfal Rejedtion 
of his Second Covenant, has for wife Reafoni 
reduc'd the State of the Air to its prefent Un- 
certainty and Infedtioufnefs, and implanted 
therein fuch Caufes as the EffeSis produc'd 
are dependent upon. 

In fome of which I fhall advance my Senti- 
ments of the Caufes God has imploy'd in 
Nature, to anfwer his wife Defigns; even in 
fuch Phenomena as I have not feen accounted 
for to my own Satisfaction. And firft of Light-, 
ning in a clear Sky. 

This I take to be a Meteor collected from 

fulphurous 
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fulphurous Particles rarified, furroundcd by a 
Body of groffer or common Air, which prefling 
round thefe ^rarity'd Particles caiufes them natu-' 
rally to afcend till they come to a Region of 
as pure and light Air as themfelves, which not 
only gives them the Liberty to expand and 
open to their natural Extent, and reieafes them 
from the Confinement of that cooler and grof- 
fer Body of Air below, which kept them 
from taking Fire in their PafTage, but now by 
their Freedom from Confinement, by the afore- 
faid cooler Air, they naturally take Fire and 
Weak forth into Lightning, which is more or 
lefs according to the Quantity of the Exhala- 
tions. 

Of the fame nature we mayfuppofe an * Au- 
rora Borealis, or Light in the North, to be of, 
when a prodigious Quantity of thefe fulphu- 
rous Particles are gathered together, and accor- 
ding to the Quantities and Agitations of this 
combuftible Matter, being as before in a 
Freedom of Expaniion and in an Equilibrium 
with the purer Air of that Region (for thefe 
fulphurous Particles are only occasional Inha- 

habitants 



* The Reafon why thefe Meteors appear always from the 
Northern Parts is becaufe the Sun has not fo much Power in the 
Frigid Zones to rarify the Waters in fuch Quantities as in the 
.Temperate and Torrid Zones, and therefore the Exhalations 
there are for the moll part only Airy without Watry Inclo- 
fures : Hence we have commonly fair Weather when the Wind 
blows from the Northern Parts. Arid from this Hypothecs it 
may be fuppos'd, that they of the Southern Temperate Zone 
may have mch Lights likewife frequently from the South ; 
which whether they have or no, Heave to the Observations of 
thole whofe Travels may inform them. 
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feitants of it, thro* Rarifa<ftion) as they free 
themfelves from the groffer Air they were 
clouded with, they immediately affumc that 
fiery Propenfity with which they are endued; 
and when once this Fire is kindled, amongft 
fuch vaft and prodigious Quantities of the 
fame Matter, it darts forth thereinto and con- 
tinues to expand its Fury throughout the whole 
Mafs of Matter of the like Nature, whereby 
it drives on its Flames and Forces, and makes 
fo many fearful Reprefentations. 

* Fire-Bails y Fire-Drakes, and Shooting-. 
Stars, may likewife be imagin'd more contra- 
cted Meteors, that carry a groffer Subftance 
along with them, like unto Spunges filled 
with the like fulphurous Air, and made up of 
combuftible Matter capable to take Fire aa 
aforefaid, which breaking forth deftroys the 
hollow Cavities of its Spunginefs that fupport- 
cd it in the Air, and therefore defceads in a 
Flame, which continues longer or fhorter time 
in its Defcent, according to its Force and Sub- 
ftance to preferve it from Extin&ion in the 
groffer and cooler Air, 

Thefe feem to me to be the natural Cau- 
fes of thefe Meteors and Appearances in a clear 
and tranjparent Air. I lhall now cohflder 
the Concourfe of thofe Meteors, which form 

themfelves 



* This Meteor being of much larger Contraction than Fire- 
l^rakes, tho' of the iame Nature, commonly felis thro* the Air 
without Extinction, and retains fo much Force a& to do very 
great Damage if its Fall be not in the $eas or diilant from 
puildings, sjc • 
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themfelves into Tempefts of thunder and 
Lightning. 

And here, I fuppofe, the like aforefaid Sul- 
phurous Particles by mixing themfelves with 
Watry Effluvias rais'd from the Seas, Rivers, 
and Watry Places, and incorporating them- 
felves therein, are in great Quantities, furroim- 
ded with Water, and become the Cavities of 
Watry Bladders • and thefe Sulphurous Parti- 
cles by expanding themfelves in thefe Watry 
Jnclofures, become (by this Infiifion) much 
lighter than the Air upon the Earth's Surface, 
by the Preffure of which they naturally afcend 
till they come to an Equilibrium with the Air, 
but never rife fo high as only Airy Exhalations, 
becaufe furrounded with the heavier Fluid of 
Water j and as innumerable Numbers of thefe 
Watry hollow Bladders come together, fo ac- 
cording to their Strength and Numbers they 
form themfelves into a greater or lefs Collection, 
and by their Equilibrium in the Air they join, 
one to another, and become a maffy Cloud, 
and, in a ftrange Commotion, darken the Air, 
and that Combuftible and Sulphurous Matter 
coniain'd in the Hollows of thefe Watry Blad- 
ders, in a ftrong Agitation takes Fire in the 
manner aforefaid, and breaks forth into 
Lightning 5 by which means fome of thefe 
Bladders being broke, the Chain, is unhing'd' 
aiid the Rent continues very commonly from 
one fide of the Cloud to the other, by which 
Rent and Burft of fuch a Chain of Watry 
^ladders, that terrible Noife of Thunder is ; 

continued 
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continued till the Rent ceafes, and fbmetimes 
after the fir ft Flafli of Lightning, there may 
be others of thefe Bladders, upon their Breach 
prepared for their fulphurous Cavities to take 
Fire, and then more Flafhes of Lightning 
fucceed after one another : We may likewife 
obferve that while the Rent continues to dif- 
perfe itfelf thro' the * Cloud, and the Air con- 
tain'd in the Watry Bladders is let out and 
can no longer fopport the Water, the Blad- 
ders (fo many breaking together) run one into 
another and form drops of Rain> and are larger 
or leis according to the Multitudes that catch 
together in their Breach and Defcent, and may 
be obferved to fall in much greater Quantities, 
and In greater Drops and Hurry, and in more 
fuddain Dafhes upon the Breach aforefaid du- 
ring the Thunder-Crack, than in the Inter- 
vals. 

And how wonderful is it to fee fometimes 
thefe Drops catch'd, and frozen in their De- 
fcent to the Earth ? What ftrange Degree of 
Cold muft it be that fhall thus almoft inftan- 
taneoufly congeal thefe Waters fo thoroughly, 
even in their juft leaving that combuftible 
Matter that in their former Lodgment had 
taken Fire, of the moft impregnable Force of 
any deriv'd from the Sun? In what ftrange 
Commotions, and Agitations, muft the State 

of 

* Thus the Air in the Watry Bladders is lighter than thq. 
Air wherein they hang, becaufe born dbwn lower by their Was- 
try Veflels, upon the Breach of which the heavier Air ruiheth 
in, from whence proceeds that Noifc of Thunder. 
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of the Air be in at this. Time ? What difagree- 
able Difturbances and confus'd Contradictions 
are here in Viciffitude pf the troubled Atmo- 
fphere? Every thing therein feqms difordercd 
and out of Tune, and cannot be otherwifc 
accounted for th#n from that Diforder Nature 
has. been thrown into by the * Changes that 
have enfued Addrris Tranfgrefiion of the Firft 

Law 

* Hence we may learn,, that as the various Changes our 
Atmofphere has been proportion'd to a^imit of, as the Extreams 
of Cold and Heat, (being fubjett to neither Extream in its fa&. 
Formation) fo the Atmofpheres of the other Planets of our Sy- 
ltem may be fo proportion'd by their All-wife Creator, that Mer- 
cury may not receive any Degrees of the Sun's Heat to offend it, 
nor Saturn want any of its Warmth to refrefh it, but their At- 
inofpheres may be fo proportion'd, that the Sun may appear 
thro' Saturn's with .the fame Splendor and Brightnefs, and afford 
it as much Warmth and Heat, as it may appear to and afford 
Mercury, and the 'reft, thro' their AtmofpKerc's different Enter- 
tainments of its Rays ; iince by the different Changes of our own 
^tfliofpjiere, we may obferve fuch different Eftecls thereof pro- 
due'd. For a further Confirmation of this Hypothecs, we are 
aiTar*d from the Holy Scriptures that the great Creator of Na- 
ture has upon Occafion of the Difobedience of the Rational In- 
habitants of this Globe chang'd the Tranfparency of its At- 
mofphere from its Homogeneous Parts into fuch Heterogeneous 
ones, as deprived the Egyptians of the comfortable Rays of the 
Sun's Beams, while at the fame Time the I/raelites enjoy'd the 
common Benefit thereof, where the Air continued its natural 
Tranfparency : Likewife, upon our BleJ/id Saviour s Crucifixion, 
the whole Atmofphere was depriv'd of Light for three Hours, 
by God's withdrawing that Tranfparency from it, which at firft 
he gave it, when in its Formation he faid, Let tberg be Light:. 
Which Command gave our Atmofphere thofc Homogeneous and 
Tranfparent Parts, which were neceflary to afford fuch a Light 
and Heat to the Surface of this Globe from the Sun as fhouLd be 
agreeable to its Diftance from it : And I cannot doubt but the 
fame Wifdom, Goodnefs arid Power have been obferv'd in pro- 
portioning the Atmofpheres of all other. Ghbts agreeablffl to 
their Diitances from their central Lumimrhu 
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Law of God, and his Pojieritfs Contempt 
and Violation of his Second Covenant. 

And now ftand amazed, Oh Inhabitants 
of the Earth! and behold the Effedts that Sin 
has brought into the World ! All Nature groans 
under the Load of it, and fhall Man alone re- 
main unconcerned, who only was the Caufe 
of all this Diforder ? 

Let the various Scenes of Providence be 
your continual Monitors ; let the Cultivations 
of your Lands, four plowing and fowing, 
your reaping ana gathering into Barns, and 
all your Labour and Toil of what kind foever, 
put you in mind of that Curfe that enfued 
Difobedience; and from thence make thefe 
ufeful Inferences. If the Difobedience of our 
firft Parents has brought Labour and Toil and 
Sorrow upon all their Pofterity, who had no 
Hand in the Tranfgreffion; how ought wfc, 
(now we are reflored to a new Covenant, 
and are as capable to perform our Part of it, 
fo far as to be accepted, as Adam was to have 
kept the Law given him,) I fay how ought we 
to labour after an Obedience to it, fince we 
are thereby promifed a much greater Happi- 
nefs than was loft by our firft Parents Tranf- 
greffion, and likewife as reafonably threaten'd 
upon our Difobedience, greater Punifhments, 
than Labour and Toil, apd Temporal Death? 

Let the fcveral Appearances in the Atmo- 
fphere fliew us how many Inftruments God 
has implanted in Nature to fulfil and execute 
his Defigns, which are all now imploy'd for 

our 
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ottr GoocJ, in being fo .many Admonitions to 
us, to be in readinefs, when, and which way 
ibever, he lhall order our Appearance before 
jhim, to give up the Accounts of our Steward- 
ihip > that we may thenudo it with Joy. 

Let us, by obferving the Uncertainty of the 
Air and Weather, and feeing how foon a clear 
Sky may' become tempeftuous, and a tempe- 
ftuous one clear, be put in mind of the Uncer- 
tainty of all Worldly Affairs, and how foon 
projperity may be reduced to Adverfity, or Ad- 
verfity be fucceeded with rrofperity, that we 
may neither be puft up by the one, nor 
4oo much deje&ed by the other. 
, Let the Lights in the North put us in mind > 
-that the Air may become capable to take Fire 
of the moil irrefiftible Force, whereby the 
Earth and Waters may be reduced to Flames, 
and be (^hereby thoroughly purg'd from all 
things now offenfive in them ; which I come 
to confider in the next 



SECT. IV. 

Of the Final Change to be expe&ed. 

I^T O W as our Atmofphere has undergone 
I ^[ the Changes aforeiaid, and is ftill fub- 
jed&i to further .Alterations^ as the Variable- 
nt& of its prejfent State may fufficiently inform 
Sis: So what we are foretold of the Final 

Change 
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Change of Things in the Sacred Writings, we 
cannot at all doubt the Truth of them, no, 
if there were no other Things in Nature to 
convince us of their Veracity and Approach. 
But that the Courfe of Nature is drawing 
towards Diffolution,. aifo appears in the Na- 
ture and Constitution of Things, and will 
be manifeft from the foregoing and following 
Confederations. 

We find, that the Nature of. our Atmo- 
fphere, thro* the Changes thereof aforefaid, 
is in a continual Perturbation, and without 
Reft j and that inks Infancy, after the De- 
luge, it was more pure, till the deftrudtive 
Particles, therein infus'd, gathered Strength, 
as before obferved, and came to a Maturity; 
which being ftili hurried about in continual 
Agitations, producing the aforefaid Pheno- 
mena, fo thefe things are the Forerunners of 
the final Change to be expected : For any 
Caufe of Inftability implies Decays and Decay 
always includes Imperfection and Unfted- 
faftnefs* and where Perfection and Stedfaft- 
nefs are wanting, there can be nothing durable 
and permanent; and what is not durable, muft 
either in Time ceafe to be, or the Caufes of 
Inftability, Decay, Imperfection, and Un- 
ftedfaftnefe be wholly remov'd. 

Thus we find by our felves that we are un- 
der continual Changes, from our coming, into 
the World till our leaving it : And as the pre- 
fent .Changes we are fubjeCted to, may con- 
vince us of our Change by Death 5 and as we 

arc 
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affured from Chrift of the certain Refurre&ion 
fcf the Dead, who brought Life and Immdr- 
tality to Light \ fo by the various Changes of 
the Earth, Air, and Waters, we may infer 
an unerring Conclufion, that they are drawing 
towards Diflblution 5 and as we have all the 
Reafon in the World to believe (from the beft 
Authority that can be given of future Events) 
that our Bodies will be rais'd up again and re- 
newed, and rendered Permanent, Perfect, 
Stedfaft and Undecaying, by being fpiritualiz'd 
and made durable, and not iubjedt to any fur- 
ther Change ; fo fuch a Change will pafs upon 
the whole Creation; for as all Things have 
been, with Man and thro* Man, made fub- 
jeA to Vanity, and do with him groan under 
the Bondage of Corruption, fo they will alfo v 
be delivered into the glorious Liberty of the 
Children of God. Rom. viii. 21. 

So that a Reftitution of all Things is fully 
iet forth to be expected after the laft and final 
Change, which we find drawing on : Every 
Age or Revolution of things ihews forth 
Changes, and muft confequently convince us 
that the prefent State or Fajhion of this World 
pafleth away, or that the Heavens, or open 
Air, jhall wax old as doth a Garment, and as 
a Veflure will be folded up, and they Jhall be 
changed. Heb. i; 11, 12. 

Now that the Atmofphere of the Earth, 
or thefe Heavens here fpokch of, are waxing 
©Id, appears from the foregoing Account: 
And that this Atmofphere of the Earth k the? 

E Heavens. 
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Heavens here intended by, the Text, . will 
eafily appear both from Reafon, and other 
plain Texts of Scripture : And firft from Rea- 
fon; let us then imagine Heaven, according 
to the generally received Notion of the Word, 
a Place of Happinefs, the Throne of God, 
the Receptacle of Angels and Saints, as in 
Scripture it is frequently us'd to fignify : But 
that this cannot be the Heavens here fpoken 
of, we may aflure ourfelves* becaufe fuch-an 
Abode, where never any thing but Purity, 
Perfe&nefe, Truth, Love, Julticeand Mer- 
cy, Wifitom and Goodnefs were harboured, 
can riever be fubje&ed to Change or Diminu- 
tion ; for where there is no Corruption there 
can be no Decay, no Alteration, and confe- 

Suently no Change to pais upon it. And this 
le All-wife Creator has conftituted in the 
very Nature and Reafon of Things : And that 
this Interpretation of the Word Heavens, in 
this Place, is confonant to other plain Texts 
of Scripture, where it fignifies the lame, wilt 
appear from obferving it us , d > where the very 
Words of the lame Sentence give it the felt- 
feme Meaning. One Inftance will be fuffici- 
ent from Rev. xix. 17. Tie Fowls axe laid to 
fiy in the Midft of Heaven* In which Sen- 
tence what can be plainer than that this mull 
fignify the Atmofphere of the open Air? Now 
having cenfidered in what Senfe the Word 
Heaven is here to be understood; I come to 
conlider their waxing old, as doth a Garment, 
agreeably to my former Accounts of the Air's 

Perturbations, 
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Perturbations, unconftant aftd unfettled State,' 
thereby fubje&ing it to Decaj. ; 

We may obferve that every Thing of the : 
Earth's Productions havetheir Time of coming ' 
to Maturity, producing their Species, and 
when old go to Decay and becotfie at' hit only 
ufeful for Fuel : Thus a worn-out Garment 
becomes only fit to be folded up, and thrown 
afide, or put to difpatcii out of the Way; and* 
the Earth's Atmofphere, being likened to z, 
Garment, from its cloathing or furrouriding 
the Earth as a Garment covers us, is a very 
natural and agreeably Comparifpnj and its 
waxing old as one, muft be a natural Refult 
of its conftant Viciffitudes and Perturbations, ' 
whereby it is preparing for its Change: For' 
Changeablenefs (as before obferv'd) always 
implies Decay, and Decay always implies aa 
Impoffibility of Perpetuity, in the State and 
Condition of fuch Circumftances : But as thq 
Heavens thus wax old as doth a Garment \ and 
as a Vejiure will be folded, up ; it follows iu 
the next Words, and they Jloall be changed. . 

From which it may be obferv'd that they 
fliall not be totally cpnfum'd in every Refped:, 
but be changed or renewed, which St. Peter . 
calls the Reftitution of all Things, Afts , 
iil 21. Before which the Heavens and the 
Earth muft undergo the Changes above men- 
tioned ; which Change St. Peter in his fecond 
Epiftle, chap. iii. ver. 10, informs us will be 
thro' a general Conflagration: In the which the 
Heavens jhall pafs away with a great N&Je, 

E 2 and 
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and the Elements flail melt with fervent Heat : 
The Earth alfo and the Works that are therein 
Jhall be burnt up. Ver. 12. Wherein the Hea- 
vens alfo being on Fire /hall be diffblved, and 
the Elements Jhall melt with fervent Heat. 
Ver. 13. Never the lefs we, according to bis Pro- 
mife, look for New Heavens, and a New Earth, 
wherein dwetletb Righteoufnefs. 

From which it appears, that this Changp 
will be wrought in the Elements of Earth, 
Air, and Water, which will be fo refined 
that all Deftrudtivenefs, Diforder, Qffenfive- 
rieffc, and Inftability, with all their Caufcs 
will be taken away: This Fire will purge and 
refine all the Elementary Bodies of Heaven 
and Earth, and clear them from all manner 
of Infections and Annoyances; andasrefip'4 
Gold it will come forth of this fiery Globe; 
for this will try the Purity of all the Subftan- 
ces that fhall be found in the Heavens and the 
JEarthy and every Thing that is any ways im- 
pure, by this Purgation will have all its Impu- 
rity deftroy'd ; and all the Drofs of Imperfe- 
ction will be wholly burnt up, fo that the Re- 
mains fhall come forth as Gold perfectly puri- 
fied; and as a Bride adorned for her Hufband, 
become the Place of the Church Triumphant, 
being now fitted for Chrift and his Spoufe, 
Into which again no unclean thing can enter; 
fo that Wbatfoever worketb Abomination or 
maketh a Lie can have no Part, nor make 
ahy abode here for ever ; but will be caft out 
?s not fit Inhabitants for thefe Regions thus 

refined; 
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refined ; where the Pretence of the Lord. God 
and the Lamb are the Light of it; fo trat 
whatfoever things are not pure, or thofe who 
are not refined from Sin by tirpely Repentance, 
and a due Difpofition of habitual Virtue, will 
be fo far from an Agreeablenefs to this Place 
of Purity, that their Difpofitions of them- 
felves will caufe them to fly from and avoid it, 
as naturally as the Impurity of. the whole 
Mafe had feparated itfelf from that which 
would abide this fiery Tryal, and remain pure. 
But whither can the Wicked fly, when there 
is no Habitation or Abode fit for them ? Therqt 
can then be nothing elfe to receive them but, 
the * Vacuum of the Univerfal Space, where 
there is nothing but Blacknefs of Darknefs 
for ever, &c. Let us now confider the Words 
of §t. Peter before mentioned in his Defcrip- 
tion of the general Conflagration : In which 
the Heavens Jhall pafs away with a great Nbife* 
$y paffing away it feems to me as if the Air 
or Atmofphere (here called Heaven) would be 
wholly confum'd, which alfo feems agreeable 
to thofe Texts in the Revelations of St. John, 
Chap. 21. Ver. 23. And the City had no need 
of the Sun, neither of the Moon to jhine in it 1 
fofi the Glory of God did lighten it> and the 
Lamb is the Light thereof And Chap. zz. 
Ver. 5. is to the fame Purpofe : And there 
Jhall be no Night there, and they need, no Candle. 
neither Light of the Sun 5 for the Lord God 
giveth them Light $ and they /hall reign for 
ever and ever. 

E 3 But 

* See my Opi&lgn thereof in my fotxmw XftkooEfo. 
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Flames* by fuch fulphurous Particles,' of 
which Lightning and th? dreadful Effects of 
it are only finalLReprcfeptaitions ?; 

With what amazing Force then will thefe 
piercing FJaWesejedfc their bituminous Cafcades 
into both Eferth and Seas ? : Then will the pro- 
digious Quantities of the Salts and Sulphurs 
within theTjoilipg Ocean,, with the pilsof the 
Finny Inhabitants and Waters themfeives, take 
Fire, and difperfc their Flame? tjiro' the Earth 
and Air, with fych Rage and Fury that will 
be beyond all Expreflion or. Conception; 
for. then all the Parts of the .whole Earth, 
Air, and Seas, will be as one great Furnace or 
piobe of Fire ; fo that the moft terrible Re- 
prefentations, pf what we are now acquainted 
with, will come vaflly fhort of ftriking the 
Imagination with any competent Idea of it. 
Now jn thfe 4 Gonflagration all things are upon 
.Tryal; whatever is any ways impure, noxious, 
or offenfive, muft now be deftroy'd ; all Me- 
tals and Minerals will now undergo that Pur- 
gation, that all the Refiners upon Earth were 
not capable to produce, in one fingle Inftance, 
of an Ounce of their moft refined Gold; fo that 
no Impurity will rertiain unconfumed, no not 
anything but what is pure, and permanent, 
durable, and not fubjedt to Diminution, Alte- 
ration, or Change : For the Heavens being on 
Fire jhall be dijfolved, and the Elements /hall 
elt with fervent Heat. Neverthclefs we, acr 
rding to hu Promije, look for New Heavens 

end 
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and a New Earth, wherein dwelleih Right ebuf 
xefs. v '.'-. 

Now in the prefent State of .Ghangeablenefs 
.q£ Earth, Air and Waters, -there is no Perfe- 
.<ftiQn tp be expedted, but an imperfedfc Endea- 
vour Rafter it, with groaning within our/efaes 9 
.waiting for the Adoption, to wit the .Redemp- 
tion of oUr Body, which muft likewife under- 
go a fuitable Change, and a Diflbktfiop of all 
Corruptions^ aftet a Life of imperfect Obedi- 
ence to the Gofpel Precepts* before it can be 
made a fit Inhabitant pf thefe Wifsful Regions: 
.Thefe new Heavens and new Earth thus puri- 
fied is now fitted for the Abode of the Heavea- 
ly Hoft, and to entertain the Glory of. God 
in Fulnefs of Luftre, where he will manifeft 
(Jiimfelfto thofe, who, by patient . continuing 
in well-doing y have fought for Honour > and 
Glory , and Immortality, for whom he has now 
.prepared Eternal .Life, by rendring them, and 
their Abode, petfe&ly refined, and having 
wholly remov'd all Subjedtnefs to .Change and 
Alteration 5 and therefore now made them in- 
capable of future Frailty or Decay. 
.. And now we have taken a View of the pre- 
fent State of the Changeablenefs and Imper- 
fe&ion of the whole Material Creation belong- 
ing to us, or our Globe, we may, from hence, 
infer that the. World could not. be from Eter- 
nity, as feme have falfely infinuated, nor in 
its prefent Circumftances can it continue per- 
petually.- Seethe next Marginal Note... 

And from the great and final Change 

to 
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to be expected, St Peter very wifely infers by 
an Interrogation, z Peter iii. n. What man- 
Tier of Per/dm- ought ye to be in all holy Con- 
*oerfation and Godlinejs ? And then having af- 
fured us of God's Promi/e of New Heavens 
and a New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righ- 
teoufnefs ; he adds again by way of Inference : 
Wherefore, Beloved, feeing that ye look for fucb 
Things, he diligent that ye may be found of him 
in Peace, 'without Spot, andblamelefs. 

Thus the Expectation of this final Change 
fhould put us upon Consideration that we ought 
to fpend this fliort and uncertain Life in 
Preparation for this certain Change, weaning 
our Affe&ions from thefe fading, decaying 
and tranfitory Things, and be induced to ftrive 
after that Purity, that holy Conversation and 
Godlinels, that may fit us for that Place of un- 
changeable Happinefs, where no Uncleannefe 
can ever enter; for in the new Heavens and 
new Earth only dwelleth Rigbteoufnefs, and 
without Holinefs no Man can fie the Lord. 
With what circumfpedt Watcnfulnefs then 
ought, we to guard againft all manner of Im-* 
purity and Uncleannefe; and with what un- 
wearied Diligence Should we ftrive to purify 
our Hearts from evil Concupifcence, Cove- 
foufnefs, which is Idolatry, inordinate Affe- 
ctions, Envy, Hatred and Malice ? And how 
ihouid we endeavour to excel in all Chriftian 
-Virtues, in a general good Will to all Men, 
and in a true Endeavour to do all the good we 
tan in promoting the Happinefs of all as far 
<•- as 
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as our Abilities will reach, whether in Tem- 
poral or Spiritual Affairs; but efpecially in 
Spiritual ? To which we fhould have a View 
in all our Tranfadfcions, being the chief End 
of our Creation -, for was "it not for the things 
of Futurity and Etetnity, who could be fond 
of being here, for fo (hort a Space, filled with 
Trouble, Care, and Perplexities ; which caa 
only be alleviated to a Chriftian , thro' the Ex- 
pectation of the permanent and lafting and in*- 
expreffible Glories of that happy Eftafe of 
Perfeftion and Purity to be enjoy'd in thefe 
new Heavens and new Earth : Which Eftate 
to be expected, one would think, no one 
could call in Queftion. I profefs, I as fully ' 
expert and depend upon it, as I look for the 
Revolutions of Times and Seafons, and the 
Returns of Day and Night, and wifh my Ar- 
guments may prevail againft any Unbelfef of 
thefe things, if any fuch they fhall meet with, 
and that they may have force to prevail with 
Men to an honourable Regard of the Authority 
of the facred Scriptures, that reveal thofe things 
to us, and which, if well weighed arid rightly 
underftood, do not interfere with right Reafon ; 
for if it is plain from Reafon (as you fee it really " 
is) that the Fafhion of this World pafleth away, 
then the prefent Things thereof muft come to 
a Conclufion, and therefore they •muft (as 
above obferv'd) have a Beginning -j* and if they 

had 

* My former Accounts to. prove . that whatsoever is fubjeft 
to Decay muft come to a Conclusion, "will alfo prove the fame 

Things 
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bad a Beginnings therefore they had a Creator \ 
and as they had a Creator, undoubtedly this 
Creator would not crfeate them and Reajbnable 
Inhabitants y and leave them without Govern- 
ment and a Declaration of his Will: And 
that the Writings of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment are the Declarations of his Will appears 
from their being the only Platform of the beft 
Laws that could be poffibly compos'd, and 
frpm their Superiority to all Human In- 
vention; witnefs the Darkneft and Ignorance 
of thofe Nations that do want them, or arc 
deprived of having them in their owa 
Language : not to mentiop the many Mir^-. 
cles that accompanied the Promulgation of 
them., With what Courage therefore fliould 
we give all Diligence to be found of Cbrijl v in. 
Peace , without Spot and blatnelefs> that we may :. 
receive an Admiflion into thofe new Heavens 
and new Earth? The Glories of which I come 
now to confider. 

S E C T. 



Things, and for the very feme Reafons, to have a Beginning * 
for whatever will end muft begin, and none but a ncceffary Be- 
ing could be without Beginning; and that neceflary Being 
which is without Beginning muft be neceflkrily always the' 
fame, and therefore unchangeable and without End ; a and this 
Our Bleffed Saviour declares himfelf, when he faid, lath Alpha, 
and Onuga } the Beginning and the End; ' the Firfl and the Lafi. 
Rev. xxii. 13. But tho' the aforefaid Argument will really 
prove that whatfoever will end muft begin, jet this will not 
imply that whatfoever began muft end. 'Tis only the Cir- 
cumftances of the prefent State of Affairs that prove the Con- 
clufion or End of them, which notwithftanding may be capable 
to be renewed, and made permanent. 
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SE C T V. 

Of a New Heaven arid a New Earth. 

IH AV E before endeavoured to make it 
appear probable that by the Purification 
of the Heavens 'and the Earth by Fire, the 
Air or Atmofphere, there called Heaven, 
would be wholly taken away, as being pf no 
ufe to the refined Inhabitants of the new 
Heaven and new Earth, now become fo tho- 
roughly chang'd, that no Fdotfteps of former 
Things can be difcovered. But if the Earth 
(hall be fo refined, and yet every Thing re- 
main that was found to be pure and no ways 
corruptible, and only that j it may be afk'd, 
How could the Earth's Atmofphere be wholly 
taken away, 'when in its primitive Purity, it is 
obferved before, to be in a State of perfeft In- 
offenfivenefs, till infedled by definitive Par- 
ticles and Effluvias difperfed into it by after 
Contingencies, that enfued Man's Difobedi- 
ence? And -therefore why might not it alio 
undergo a Purgation as well as the Earth, 
and ftill remain, and become a new Heaven J 
The very fame Queftion might be afk'd con- 
cerning the Waters j but St. John, in his Vifioii 
of the new Heaven -and Earth, fays, For the 
firft Heaven and the fir ft Earth were pajfeda- 
way, and there was no more Sea. Now we may 
'^ ' * .' . obfervc 
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obferve from thii the Change that pafe'd upon 
the Whole; Tie jifjt Heaven and the Jirfi 
Earth, were palled away, that is, as St. Paul 
ftiles it, Heb.u 12, folded up as a Vefture 
and changed. But it may be afk'd, how changed 
or folded up ? It may again be arifwer'd, not 
only from Impurity to PerfeSimfs, but alfo 
'from the Fluidity of Air and Waters to the 
fufeft of Solids, there now remaining no Oc- 
cafion of their Fluidity's Continuance, tho' re- 
fined to ever fo great a Degree ; for as the In- 
habitants of this bleffed Place have no need of 
Sun, Moon, or Candle for Light, fb have 
they no need of Air to breathe in, nor in this 
State no need of Water for any Ufes for 
which it was here ferviceable : For the Inhabi- 
tants of this new Heaven and new Earth are 
not now fupported by the Supplies of Food 
for Nouriihment, Air to breathe in, or Waters 
to drink; fo that their Bodies are alfo fo 
changed, that they do not now live by the 
Circulation of the Blood and Fluids, which 
will likewife be changed and fpiritualiz'd ; 
for their Food is all Spiritual, and their 
Drink the Waters of Life, 

But it may again be obje&ed, If the Purity 
of the Air and Waters be hereby reduc'd into 
perfedfc pure Solids, fince the Atmofphere of 
the Air is the Heaven here fpoken of, then 
muft this Heaven, by being thus changed, 
be wholly removed and deftroyed, as to its 
encompaffing the Earth as a Garment: What 
then will be the new Heaven ? Anfwer, As 

there 
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there will be no more Qcqafiop for this At- 
mofphere (as before pbftrv'd) fo this will be 
fupply'd by the Preface of God and Chrift^ 
whofe Glory fhall illunjinate it : Every thing 
being removed, that befpre prevented their 
moft immediate Prefence, now ^dmit it in 
Fulnefs of Glory, and is the new Jerufalem 
coming down from God out of Heaven pSepar'd 
as a Bride adorned for her Hujband y Rev. xxi. 2. * 
Thus God's Prefence in Fulnefs of Glory is 
the Ornament of this new Earth, fo purified * 
as to become the Habitation of God's Glory, 
which is the Wonder of the Heavenly Hoft ; 
and is reprefented by a great Voice from Hea- 
ven, breaking out into Admiration, Ver. $< 
Behold! The tabernacle of God is with Men, 
and he will dwell with them , and they fhall be 
his People, and God him/elf Jloall be with them, 
and be their God.* 

Here we may obferve ; 'The Tabernacle of 
God is with Men, &c. that is, the Fulneft 
of his Glory is now manifefted to thofe who 
have efcaped the Pollutions of the Worlds 
whom he has now brought out of the Bondage 
of Corruption into glorious Liberty, and made? 
meet Partakers of the Glories of his Prefence 
in its fulleft Splendor , which Tabernack of hi$ 

Prefence 

* Hence we may learn that the nearer we arrive to deny out 
{elves of the prefent Corruptions, and the nearer we come to Z 
Spirit of Purity, the more we may expect of the Divine Pre- 
fence, Comfort, prefent Satisfaction of Mind and Foretaftes 
of thofe unfpeakable Delights to.be enjoy'd in the Fulnefs 
of his Glory and Prefence ; when all Imperfections, Lets and 
Hindrances to fpiritual Pleafures, fhall no more be a Thorn in 
the FJdh, nor a Meffenger from Satan to buffet us. 
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Prefence, Brightnefs and Glory encompafling 
the new Earth, thus refined from all things? 
that obftrudted his .glorious Appearance, : : i$ 
now become the new Heaven, wherein dwel- 
leth Righteoufnefs, where there fhall be no more 
Death , Sorrow, Crying nor Pain again for ever ; 
all Tears being wiped away from the JSjw of the 
Inhabitants of thefe Celeftial Regions, Ver. 4.1 
For God faith, Ver 6. I will give unto him 
that is a-thirft (after Righteoufnefs) of the 
Fountain of the Water of Life freely. And 
Ver *j. He that overcometh Jhall inherit all 
things i and I will be his God and he jhall be my 
Son. Thusthofe, who by fignalizing them- 
fclves in departing from thq enticing Corrup- 
tions and Gratifications of their fenfual Appe- 
tites, who regard and are governed by the Dic- 
tates of God's Spirit upon them here, fhall be 
entertained in thefe Heavenly Manfions newly 
prepared for the Reception of whatfoever fhall 
be found fitted thro' Purity to inhabit them. 

Ver. %. But the Fearful, Unbelieving, and 
the Abominable, and Murderers, and Whore- 
mongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all 
Liars, Jhall have their Part in the Lake, 
which bur net h with Fire and Brim/lone: Which 
is the Second Death. 

So that none can have any Admittance 
. here, but thofe whofe Endeavours after Purity, 
by Spiritual-mindednefs, are become fit to 
have all Impurity removal from them, thro' 
the perfedt Obedience of Chrift made over to 
them j for by their former Endeavours aftetf 
r/ ***; 7." Perfections 



and a New Earth. 8 1 

Perfe&ion, they do now reap the End of their 
Aims; and have the Promifes of the Goipel, 
which they trufted in and rely'd on, made 
good to 'em ; which thofe who flighted and dis- 
regarded 'em can have no Part in $ and becaufe 
they preferred their impure Practices, and the 
Gratification of their Lufts and Senfualitics, 
beforq Endeavours after Purity, arid a Thirft 
after Righteoufnefs, therefore they can have 
no Entrance here; but will naturally fly off 
from this Place of Spiritual Pleafures and De- 
lights with a Vis centrifuga^ or a Natural 
Tendency to, avoid that which now their 
fettled Difpoiitions will for ever continue their 
Averfion to : So that they will of courfe be 
caft out of this happy Place into the Lake 
which burns with Fire and Brimftone, or into 
Outer Darknefs, or the Vacuum of the Uni- 
verfal Space, or Bottomlefs Pit, where the 
raoft terrifying Worm of Conference, which 
will never die, and the dreadful Confinement 
from Place, Light, and Comfort, will be 
that Bituminous Fuel which their final, Impe- 
nitency has fet on Fire by everlafting Madnefs, 
and Diftra&ion of utter Defpair, even fuch 
a Fire that can never be quenched. 

For into this Place of Purity nothing can 
come now to render it otherwife : All thofe 
Vollies of Oaths, and horrid Execrations fent 
up into the Atmofphere of the Air, either 
upon Sea or Land, which were enough to 
render the Air impure, if not infe&ious 5 alfo 
thofe noxious Effluvias that had dtft^vfed 
F i^toSsSw.* 
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themfclvcs into it thro* Difeafes contra&ed by 
Vice, arc now thoroughly deftroyed and fent 
off. from the Globe in the general Conflagra- 
tion ; and thofe who had not in Time forfaken 
their Defilements, and made Choice of Purity 
in Oppofition to them, muft take their Flight 
with them, from this new Heaven and Earth, 
where the Tabernacle of God is fix'd, and his 
glorious Prefence gives Fulnefs of Joy, and is 
the new Heaven that now encompafleth this 
new and purified Earth, which we find de- 
fcrib'd in St. John, in the foremention'd 
Rev. xxi. from Ver. 10, in fuch lofty and 
Spiritual Flights, that one wou'd think fhou'd 
incite all Men and Women to long after it, and 
to *exert their utmoft Diligence and Indufby 
to attain it, in that proper Method of en- 
deavouring after that Purity of Life, which 
can only qualify us for Admittance into it. 

Let us then take- a View of this Defcfip- 
tion : We find St. John, Ver 10. was carried 
away in the Spirit to a great and high Moun- 
tain, and was Jhewed that great City, tbe^ 
Holy Jerufalem, defending out of Heaven 
from God. 

Now we may obferve, before, he could have 
the Vifion hereof, he muft be fitted for it, by 
fuch a Proportion of the Spirit as would raife 
his Mind from the low and groveling Objects 
of Senfe to high and Spiritual ones, which is 
exprefs'd by a great and high Mountain : In 
which fpiritualiz'd State he could only be ca- 
pable to take fo txaxvfc^xvdfttvt a View of the 

barest 
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Glories of this fpiritually refined City, the 
Holy Jerufalem, defcending out of Heaven 
from God.* 

Ver. 11. Having the Glory of God: And 
her Light was like unto a Stone mofi precious, 
even like a Jajper Stone, clear as Cryjlal. 

Here the firft thing obferved in this City, 
is the Glory of God, which is fully manifefted 
in it, which is the only Fountain from whence 
flow Streams of Pleafures, Delights, and Sa- 
tisfactions, to all its Inhabitants, who all re- 
ceive as great a Fulnefs thereof as their Spiri- 
tual Capacities are able to entertain j fo that 
according to their Enlargement in improving 
their Talents, fo much will their Spirits be 
enlarged to receive of the Fulnefs of this 
Glory. The Light here fpoken of, like a 
Stone moft precious, feems to be fpoken Alle- 
gorically (which is what the Spirit of God 
in the Scriptures frequently makes ufe of) to 
reprefent things to us in fuch wife as may 
beft fuit our prefent Apprehenfions and* Con-* 
ceptions ; and in this Phrafe is represented the 
Purity and Perfection of its Light, as not 
being iubjedt to the leaft Mixture of any Ob- 
icurity, by being likened to a Stone moft 
precious, even a Jafper clear as Cryfial. 

Ver. 12. And had a Wall great and high y 
and had twelve Gates, and at the Gates twelve 
Angels, and Names written thereon, which are 
the Names of the twelve ^Tribes of the Children 
vflfrael. 

By the Wall great and high maybeamder* 
flood the Strength and Defence c£ \Yv& Ca\^ 

F 2 wgwfeow&i 



84 Of a New Heaven 

represented * by the twelve Gates, the En- 
trance into it* The twelve Angels have the 
Authority of admitting into it, fiich as ftiall 
bequalify'd, whole Names are represented by 
the Names of the twelve Tribes of IJrael, 
being thofe whofe Names are written on the 
Gates, even all who have diftinguifhed them- 
felves, by Purity of Life, to become the true 
Children of IJrael r ; for thefe are Heirs of the 
Promife \ for they are not all IJrael, which 
are of Ifrael. Rom. ix. 6. 

Ver. 13. On the Eaji three Gates-, on the 
North three Gates ; on the South three Gates $ 
and On the Weft three Gates. 

By the Number of Gates at each Quarter, 
is reprefented art Entrance or Admiffion into 
it, for all Kingdoms, Nations, and Languages, 
that fliall be found worthy of it : For of all 
Nations, thofe that fear him and work Rigb- 
teoufnefs are accepted with him. Adts x. 35. 

Ver. 14. And the Wall of the City bad 
twelve Foundations, and in them the Names of 
the twelve Apoftles of the Lamb. 

By the Wall of the City, I have before 
obferv'd, is fignified its Strength and Defence, 
whereby nothing is to be admitted there but 
Purity ; and here by the twelve Foundations, 
in which were the Names of the twelve Apo- 
ftles of the Lamb, may be underftood, that 
Chrift,. who is ftil'd the Lamb, ha* laid the 
Foundation of his Spiritual Kingdom in the 
Purity of the Dodtrine of his twelve Apoftles, 
and the Powers he had inverted them with, 
t whereby 
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^whereby to perfuade Mankind to accept ot 
this Kingdom prepared for them. 

Ver. 15. And he that talked with me had a 
golden Reed to meafure the City> and the Gates 
thereof and the Wall thereof. 

By the golden Reed to meafure with, may 
be underftood, the Juft and Righteous Judg- 
ment that fhall be executed in receiving all the 
Worthy into it, thro* the Gates thereof, or 
by an Obedience or Conformity to the Do- 
ftrine of his Apoftles, viz. of Purity of Life, 
which was to be meafured by a Reed of Gold, 
as an unerring Meafure, by which the Strength 
of its Wall fhould not fuffbr by any Impurities 
being admitted into it. 

Ver. 16. And the City lieth foursquare \ 
and the Length is as large as the Breadth $ and 
he meafured the City with the Reed, twelve 
Thou/and Furlongs: 'The Length , and Breadth * 
and Height of it are equal. 

By the City's lying four-fquare, may repre- 
fent the four times three Gates, to receive all 
properly qualified from all Quarters. By the 
Meafure of it, twelve thoufand Furlongs, may 
probably fignify the large Extent of the twelve 
Apoftles Commiffion, in which (Commiflion 
being received from Chrift) coqfifted the 
City's Length and Breadth and Height -, which 
being equal, may fhew the Equality of Ac* 
ceptance of all Perfons into it, who are fitted 
for it, by proportioning their Adtions to the 
JPurity of the Apoftles Dodtrines. 

Ver. 17. And he meafured the Wall thereof 
F 3 <uv 
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an hundred and forty and four Cubits, accor- 
ding to the Meafure of a Man, that is, of the 
Angel 

By the Meafure of the Wall, (the Strength 
and Defence of the City) we may obferve 
Ver. 14, That it is faid to have twelve Foun- 
dations, arid in each the Names of the twelve 
Apoftles of the Lamb : Which Number of 
twelve times twelve, exa&ly makes uf> the 
Number bf Cubits by its Meafure, an hundred 
forty and four 3 which (hews that the Strength 
of the Wall, the Defence of the City, con- 
lifted in that Purity, which the Apoftles had, 
thro' Chrift, inculcated upon Mankind, which 
was fo reafonable and natural to be received, 
believed, and admitted, that it is here filled 
the Meafure of a Man, and yejt fo angelical 
and divine, by making Men and Angels fit 
Companions, that they are joyn'd together, by 
way of Explication, that is, of the Angel : 
And as their Dodxines were~hatural 'when re- 
vealed, fo thofe who never enjoy'd the Advan- 
tages of this Revelation, but have by Nature 
fought after their Purity, will alio be admit- 
ted ; when thofe, who have been invited by 
Gofpel Offers, will be rejedted for their Non- 
acceptance of its Invitations. 

Ver 1 8. And the Building of the Wall was 
of J a/per, and the City was pure Gold like 
unto clear Gla/s. 

As the Lignt of the City was before liken'd 
unto a Jafper clear as Cryftal, fo here the 
Wall alfo is faid to be built of it, which to me 

plainly 
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plainly intimates, that that fpiritual Light 
of the Prefence of God is the Wall or De- 
fence of it, whereby it is preferv'd from all 
Attempts of Darknefs or approach of Enemies, 
whofe Works will not bear this Light : And 
the City was pure Gold like unto clear Glafs % 
which is again repeated in thefe Words, 
Ver 2 1. And the Street of the City was pure 
Gold as it were tranfparent Glafs. 
* In which Words we have a Description of 
the Purity of the new Earth, the Subftancc 
of which was now fo thoroughly refin'd from 
drofTyor heterogeneous Particles, that thepureft 
Gold that can be here procured is not compa- 
rable to it 5 for the very Surface of the new 
Earth, or the Street of the City, is not only 
pure Gold, but tranfparent, as the pureft Glafs; 
£0 that tho' theSubftance of the Globe, in Earth, 
Air, and Waters remain, it is fo far renewed, 
changed, and * tranfmuted, that all its Sub- 
' fiance is become homogeneous and tranfparent, 
that there is no Footfteps of former Things 
to be feen, for the former things are paffeda- 
way y as we have it in the 4th Verfe of this 
Chapter. 

Ver 19, 20. And the Foundations of the 
Wall of the City were garni/hed with all manner 
of precious Stones. He firfi Foundation was 
Jo/per; the fecond Sapphire \ &c. 

F 4 Here 

* The Tranfinutation of Metals, by the Art of Chymiftry, 
being poflible tho' rarely come at, may evince the Poflibility 
of the whole Earth, Air, and Waters Subftance, being chan- 
ged, and tranfmuted, by an Almighty Power, in the Way he 
)m authorized Nature in the geuwi Coa^gax^* 
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'Here is a Continuation of the Reprefenta- 
tion of the Purity and Perfedtions of the 
City's Defence, by the Foundations of the 
Wall thereof, being each Foundation garnifh- 
ed with all manner of precious Stones; which 
he goes on to rehearfe throughout the twelve 
Foundations, which are before obferved to 
have the Names of the twelve Tribes of Ifrael 

.written thereon ; or the Names of thofe who 
by Purity of Life have made themfelves the 
true and fpiritualiz'd Ifraelites. Now thefe 
Foundations being garnifhed with all manner 
x)f precious Stones, may fignify that all man- 
ner of People and Nations, who have endea- 
voured after Purity of Life, will be the Guefts 
to furnifh and garnifh this City's Walls. For 
our Saviour tells us that many Jhall come from 
the Eaft y Weft, North, and South, and Jit down 
nvith Abraham, Ifaac, and yacob, in the Man- 
sions of Blifs, when (many of) the Children of 
the Kingdom (or thofe that had had the Law 
and Gofpel revealed to them) will be cajl out 
{for their Difobedience thereto,) 

Ver. 2 1. And the fwelve Gates were twelve 
Pearls: Every fever al Gate was of one Pearl: 

' And the Street of the City was of pure Gold as 
// were t ran/parent Glafs. 

Now the twelve Gates which are obferved to 
fignify the Admiffion of all Nations into the 

: City, which (hall be found qualified, as before 
noted, are here faid to confift of twelve Pearls ; 

.and every feveral Gate being of one Pearl, 

.nifiy fignify to us, that tho' People of all Na- 
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tions may have Admittance there, without 
RefpeCt of Perfons, yet as to their Actions they 
muft be alike refined from the Drofs of Impu- 
rity, as Pearls are from the Drofs of grbfler 
Matter : For even the very Street of the City , 
(or the Surface of the new Earth,) is now tho- 
roughly refined and purified from all Imper- 
fection, or the leaft remaining Particles to 
render it fubjeCt to further Change or Altera- 
tion ; for whatever had before made it liable 
to it, is now wholly remov'd, fo that now 
its Purity appears in Tranfparency -, even as 
the Imperfections of Man's Holinefs now* be- 
come perfect ; fo that nothing but Perfection 
remains either in the new Heaven or. Earth or 
in their Inhabitants. 

Ver. 22. And I Jaw no temple therein; for 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the 
Temple of it. 

The Temple of Solomon, in yerufalem i in 
all its Splendor and Glory, wherein God ma- 
nifefted fome imperfeCt Ideas of his Prefence 
to thofe who fought after him, had a very im- 
perfect Reprefentation of that Fulnefs of Glo- 
ry here to be exhibited in this new yerufaJem^ 
where the Lord God and the Lamb are them- 
felves become the very Temple of it, wherein 
their unfpeakable Glories are manifefted, from 
whence now thofe Fulnefs of Pleafures, which 
alone can fatisfy all the Defires and Longings 
of thofe who are weary and tired, and have 
thirfted after this Place of Reft, and have pu- 
rified themfelves in order to be Partakers of it. 
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Now who can hope or wifh for more than 
the glorious Prefence of God's infinite Perfe- 
ctions, to fill the whole City, or new Earth, 
(the Holy Jerufalem) with his tranfcendent 
Light and Glories ? How will all Hearts here 
be filled with the greateft Tranfports of Joy 
and Gladnefs ? In what Pleafure then will be 
extra&ed from thefe Inhabitants, the higheft 
Extafies of Gratitude and Praife? In what 
Raptures of Joy then will the Heavenly Choir 
excke each other to united Harmony, conti- 
nually railing and augmenting thefe fpiritualiy 
ravifliing Delights? For the Beatifick Vifion 
of the Fulnefs of God's Glory will not only 
kindle thefe tranfcendent Joys, but will con- 
tinue to encreafe and preferve them without 
Wearinefs and without End, 

Ver. 23. has been occafionally cohfidered 
before, I {hall therefore proceed to; 

Ver. 24. And the Nations of them that are 
faved Jhall walk in the Light of it : And the 
Kings of the Earth do bring their Glory and 
Honour into it. 

By the Nations of them that are faved, 
jnay be underftood, the Righteous of all 
Nations, who have dire&ed their Lives accor- 
ding to the beft Light they had : Thefe (hall 
jiow be admitted to walk in the Light of it, 
where even the Kings of the Earth do bring their 
Glory and Honour, which are here fwallowed 
up in Forgetfulnefs with the more tranfcendent 
Glories of this happy State ; which all the Art 
0$ Language and Rhetorick can never fuffici- 

tatty 
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ently defcribe; and which Eye has not feeh 
nor Ear heard, nor the Heart of Man con- 
ceived. 

Ver. 25. And the Gates of it Jhall not be 
Jhut at all by Day : For there /hall be no Night 
there. 

So then there is no danger of the approach 
of Enemies to deprive thefe Inhabitants of the 
Glory and Honour they are now given the 
Poffeffion of 5 the City's Defence is the Glory 
of God and the Lamb, unto which no Impu- 
rity, no Darknefs, nor Night can for ever re- 
turn. 

Ver, 26. And they Jhall bring the Glory and 
Honour of the Nations into it. 

By the Glory and Honour of the Nations 
here, I think, may be underftood all Puri- 
ty and Virtue, which is the Honour and 
Glory of all Nations, which fhall here be 
made perfedt, and receive the fulleft Luftre 
and Beauty, For 

Ver 27. There Jhall ifi no wife enter into it 
any thing that aefileth, neither whatfocver 
worketh Abomination, or maketh a Lie : But 
they which are written in the Lamb's Book of 
Ltfe. 

Thus into this Place of Purity none can' ap- 
proach, who have made their Hearts the Nur- 
feries of Vice and Profanenefs, by rejecting the 
Strivings of God's Spirit with them, and ut- 
terly remfing to hear his Calls, and toforfeke 
their Iniquities, and by giving a deaf Ear to the 
Voice of the Charmer, thd he charmed never 
fo wifely : Thefe certainly can now no more 
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bear the Glories of God in the Perfection of 
Holinefs, than a Fifh can live upon dry Land 
in the fcorching Heat of the Sun, becaufe 
the infeparable Confequences of contracted 
Habits are to render whatever is con- 
trary to them, entirely difagreeable ; and it 
being now become impoffible to caft off that 
which was thoroughly fixed in the Difpofition 
of the Soul, it muft remain forever under the 
neceflary Confequences that Vice has involv'd 
it in ; for irreclaimable Vice is of fo deep a 
Dye of Darknefs, that it will admit of no 
Rays of Light. Thofe therefore, and only 
thofe, that have made choice to walk in the 
Light and Truth in this Life, can bear the 
Light of God's Countenance, and be made 
glad by it. 

, Stand amazed then, Oh Inhabitants of the 
Earth! at the Stupidity and Senfeleffnefs of 
Mankind, that there fhould be fuch an Aver- 
iion to Holinefs and Purity, thro* which only 
liich glorious Rewards are attainable ; Confider 
the End of Vice and the Reward of Virtue, 
no longer let your Choice be undetermin'd: 
I believe your Judgments determine for Virtue, 
therefore refolve upon the Practice: Let no~ 
thing deter you from.it: Let not the falfe 
Gloffes of Vice be your eternal Ruin, (I have 
{hewed in my former Difcourfe the Panger of 
Delays.) There is nothing can give an Admit- 
tance into the everlafting Joys of the new Je- 
rufalem^ but a timely Preparation by habitual 
Virtue ; Never expert to pleafe the Flefli as 

Jong 
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long as thou canft, and then only forfake thy 
Sins, when thro* Age and Infirmities thou 
canft not purfue them any longer, for then it 
will not be thy Choice to forfake them, but 
their leaving thee to go before thee to Judg- 
ment : For even Virtue in old Age thro* bodily 
Infirmities becomes decayed, and cannot be 
pradtifed with the Vigour of Youth ; but this 
is not a wilful falling away or Departure from 
it 5 for Virtue and Religion are ftill exercis'd in 
the Defire, when thro Age or Infirmities it 
cannot be pureed in all its Advantages ; yet 
then (hall the pra&ifed Virtues of Youth and 
Strength retain their Force and go along be-, 
fore to lay hold on the Promifes of God, 
and procure an Admiffion into this Holy City* 
the New Jerufalem. - ? * 
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T.T A V I N G in my third Setfion given 
JlJL n>y Sentiments of feveral Phenomena 
in JNature, of which before I had never feen 
an Account to my own Satisfaction, fo likewife 
the frequent Narratives we have of Water- 
Spouts being common in the Trading Seas, 
may induce the Curious to be agreeably enter- 
tained with my Sentiments of the Caufe of 
thpm. 

That Body or Pillar, which draws fuch 
Quantities of Water out of the Ocean, I take 
to be compos'd of the like Hollows or Cavities 
which I before reprelented in a Thunder Storm, 
chain'd or link'd one to another by the outward 
Veflels of Water ; caufed by a fulphurous re- 
fined Air mixt with and in the Waters of the 
Ocean, and by the Ejection of the Rays of 
the Sun rarified and extended ; whence in their 
expanding and opening, being furrounded by 
the Watry Particles, they carry along with 
them in their natural Afcent (upon their Rari- 
fadtion) vaft Quantities of thefe Waters, in 
Proportion to the Violence of the firft Catife 
which produced their Motion, and which they 
continue till they come into an Equilibrium 

with 
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with the Air and Region above, and continue 
to afcend in a Pillar of a Cloud, till the whole 
Matte** of the Air which occafibned their 
firft Rife is fpent ; and then the Body or Pil- 
lar, by which its Afcent was made, is taken 
up from the Ocean, from whence a mighty 
Cloud darkens the Air and difperfes itfclf into 
fuch Quarters as God fhall appoint it to exe- 
cute his Defigns and Purpofes ; and when the 
Air lodged in thefe Hollows and Cavities breaks 
forth (for I fuppofe that Tempefts .of thefe 
Natures always end in. Thunder and Light- 
ning) then the Rent continues and the 
Rain defcends, as obferv'd in my former Ac- 
counts of fuch Tempefts. 

Hence it is that by a Ship's running upon 
one of thofe Pillars during the Exhalation 
aforefaid, the Connection of thefe Veflels or 
Bladders being thereby broke, the whole Mais 
lofes its Connection of Parts, and the Air with- 
in flies off, and the Waters defcend again into 
the Ocean, in fiich vaft Quantities as to en- 
danger at leaft, or if come to a Maturity of 
Collection to overthrow and fink the Ship. 

So that of late, Care has been taken to avoid 
the Danger by forefeeing and fhooting them, 
thereby to break the Connection of the Mafi 
before the Ship is in Danger of running upon 
it, upon which the Waters return into the 
Sea again, and the remaining Collection with- 
in the Seas only now boils up and loofes their 
Paflage, by their Veflels hereafter burfting on 
the Surface of the Ocean j Co that by the De- 
cent 
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fcent of the Waters before gathered in and by 
the Exhalations, and the Afcent of the re- 
fined and Sulphurous Air within the Ocean 
that fhould have continued the Collection, 
the Seas are put into a ftrange Ferment, as if 
boiling. 

By all the Works of the Almighty Author 
of Nature let us learn to fear and obey him ; 
then fhall we make a right Ufe of his wonder- 
ful Worksy and in all our Searches after them y 
take a true Pleafure therein. 
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